
Be Confident: Making Your Faith Your Own (1 John 2.28) 

I. Challenges to your faith — 

A. ________________________________________________________________ 

B. ________________________________________________________________ 

C. ________________________________________________________________ 

D. ________________________________________________________________ 

E. ________________________________________________________________ 

F. ________________________________________________________________ 

G. ________________________________________________________________ 

II. Making your faith your own — 

A. ______________________________ the _______________________________ 

1. For the ________________________________________________________ 
(Psalm 19.1; Romans 1.20; Acts 14.17) 

2. For the ________________________________________________________ 

(______ fulfilled prophecies; miraculous signs, cf. John 20.30-31) 

3. For the ________________________________________________________ 

(2 Timothy 3.16-17; __________, ________________, ___________________) 

B. ______________________________ the _______________________________ 
(Hosea 4.1, 6; Matthew 11.28-30; Ephesians 3.1-5; 1 Peter 2.2; James 1.21) 

C. ______________________________ the _______________________________ 
(1 John 4.1; 2 John 9-11; Colossians 2.8; Philippians 3.4b-7) 

I Will Follow You, cont’d 

In the second exchange between Jesus and a would-be follower, Jesus told a man who had 
requested permission to go and bury his father that the dead should bury their own dead. 
As for this man, he should be busy proclaiming the kingdom of God. Once again, the 
message of this exchange is very similar to the first. It seems to focus on the idea of being 
different or set apart from the world. However, instead of emphasizing the pilgrim idea, 
Jesus places his attention here on the idea of being a proclaimer. In other words, we are 
not only called upon to remove ourselves in some way from the world around us, we are 
also entrusted to deliver the good news about His kingdom. 

The third conversation centered on a third individual. This man promised to follow Jesus, 
but only after he said good-bye to his family. Jesus told him not to look back, but to 
continue plowing. Once we have decided to do the work of the Lord, there is no place for 
going back. Instead, our focus must be toward the things of God. As the apostle Paul said, 
“forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the 
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:13-14)  

Today, I want you to consider how good of a job you are doing at being a pilgrim, a 
proclaimer, and a plower. Have you fully left the world behind and set your mind and heart 
on the things of God? Are you sharing the good news of the kingdom with others? Have 
you focused your efforts on working in the vineyard of God? If not, the time to do so is 
now. You made the promise that you would follow Him, are you doing it?

III. Personal faith… 

A. Can be ___________________________________________. (1 Peter 3.15; Jude 3) 

B. Forms the ____________________ of your ___________________. (James 2.14-26) 

C. For which you ______________________________________. (1 Corinthians 16.13) 

D. Will be ____________________________________________. (2 Corinthians 4.13)
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