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Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Welcome new members to our Greenwood family, Samantha Fletcher and Sheila Sanders! 
Cindy Provines had shoulder surgery on Friday, and all went well. She is recovering at home. 
Kaitlin Giltner is scheduled to deliver a new baby girl THIS Friday, September 8. 
Jorgie Rios is still recovering from recent tonsil/adenoid surgery. 
Kassidi Rios’ cousin, is in ICU in Idaho after a recent motorcycle accident. 
Paschalls’ friend, Stanley Posey, who has chronic leukemia and lymphoma, is hospitalized after a 

recent fall, has fluid on his lungs, and is very weak. 
Ryan Provines’ niece, Kayla Hickey, was recently burned severely in a work accident. 
Ronna Howell, Brooke Sandy’s mother and Todd Walker’s sister, has begun chemotherapy. 
Others recently ill or recovering: Virginia Purcell, Dave & Polly Brumfield, Maria Gregory; Jenna 

Reynolds’ grandmother, Delores. 
College students: Abby Provines, Maddy Provines. 
Gospel preachers supported: Christian Asgill (Sierra Leone), Serghei Corcimaru (Moldova). 

Cancer: Butchers’ daughters, Sherri Black & Lynn Maudlin; Norma Cleary’s nephew, Larry Cain; 
Shawna Evans’ brother-in-law, Wayne Evans; Cecilia Garvin’s niece, Ruby Breeding; Paschalls’ 
friend, Stanley Posey; Virginia Purcell’s sister, Ruth Denton; Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR; Geneal 
Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; Brooke Sandy’s mother and Todd Walker’s sister, Ronna Howell. 

Chronic health problems: Tracy Parsons; Ryan Provines; Jan Riggin; Audrey Wrather; Susie 
Allen’s brother, David Browning; Keith Bex’s mother, Linda; Thelma Butcher’s niece, Debbi 
Robinetta; April Clark & Kyle Turner’s grandmother, Nadine Campbell; Whitney Colvin’s 
grandfather, Larry Ping; Shawna Evans’ mother, Donna Rosenberger; Jeff Hendrick’s father, Don; 
Loretta Hendricks’ brother, Ed Purdy; Jeremy Paschall’s father, Jerry, grandmother, Margaret 
Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; Becky Provines’ mother, Sharon Sparks; Jenna Reynolds’ 
mother, Kim McCann; Jenna Reynolds’ cousin, Owen Munday; Sandee Torres’ father, Howell 
McKenzie; Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; Heather Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson; Neil 
Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s friend, Angela Lane; Brian Emrich; Paige 
Pollard; Sharon Pollard. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec Brumfield; Christine Campbell; Shawna 
Evans’ family; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family. 

Upcoming events: 
Ladies’ study — THIS Friday, Sept. 8, 10:30 am, at the church building — Grace…, Lesson 5. 
Men’s study — THIS Saturday, September 9, 9:00 am, at the church building. 
Gospel Meeting re:Parables — Sunday-Friday, September 17-22; different speakers each day. 
Young adult study (~18-25 years old) — Sunday, September 24, 6pm, at the Paschalls’ house. 
Monthly Monday study — September 25, 10:30am, at church building — Types & Shadows, ch 6. 

Announcements:                     

                         

God’s Ark 
Frank Himmel 

History’s most famous boat is always referred to as “Noah’s ark.” After all, Noah built it. 
But the truth of the matter is, it was not his; it was God’s ark. God commissioned it. “By 
faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark 
for the salvation of his household…” (Hebrews 11:7). And God designed it. He told Noah, 
“This is how you shall make it…” (Genesis 6:15), followed by a list of specifics. 

Human wisdom might have called for some changes to God’s plan. “Cover it inside and out 
with pitch” surely did not produce a very aesthetic vessel. One door would never meet 
modern fire codes. And how could one window provide sufficient ventilation for a zoo full 
of animals? Perhaps it was a really lonnnnnng window! 

If any of these alterations occurred to Noah, he did not act on them. To the contrary, the 
Bible says, “Thus Noah did; according to all that God had commanded him, so he did.” In 
fact, for emphasis, it says that twice (Genesis 6:22; 7:5). 

Had Noah changed any of God’s specifications, then it truly would have been “Noah’s ark.” 
He might have still called it “God’s ark,” but it would no longer be God’s. And it would 
have floated about as well as a bottomless bucket! 

Noah had too much integrity to tinker with God’s will. He built by faith, which comes from 
hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17). And he built in reverence, a respect for God that 
knows His way is always best, regardless of whether we see why. Noah simply obeyed. 

Modern man needs to learn the lesson of God’s ark. When we change God’s blueprint, the 
result is our product, not His. 

People have taken God’s plan for the church and altered it in every way imaginable: its 
purpose, its work, its organization, its worship, its entrance requirements, etc. They still 
call it the Lord’s church, but it isn’t even a distant cousin to the church you read about in 
God’s word. The same thing is true of marriage, baptism, and a number of other divine 
provisions. 

In the days of the flood, disobedience characterized the lost, not the saved. That hasn’t 
changed.


