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Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Cindy Provines will have shoulder surgery TOMORROW morning, Monday, August 14. 
Ronna Howell, Brooke Sandy’s mother and Todd Walker’s sister, has been diagnosed with stage 

4 colorectal cancer, which has spread to other areas of her body. She will be undergoing heavy 
rounds of chemo to aid in shrinking those other areas prior to any surgical intervention. 
Please pray for her and her family, as they support her through these difficult time. 

Neil Tremblett has suffered from various neurological symptoms recently and is awaiting 
diagnoses. He has requested prayers for himself and for his family. 

Mark Whitaker passed away early Friday morning, so please remember his family. Funeral 
arrangements will be announced. 

Others who have recently lost loved ones: Kemple family, Kim Clair & family, John Smith. 
Loretta Hendricks’ brother, Ed Purdy, is now in Miami, Florida, awaiting a liver transplant. 
James & Kaitlin Giltner (and Micah) are expecting a new baby girl, due September 15. 
College students: Abby Provines, Maddy Provines. 
Gospel preachers supported: Christian Asgill (Sierra Leone), Serghei Corcimaru (Moldova). 

Cancer: Butchers’ daughters, Sherri Black & Lynn Maudlin; Norma Cleary’s nephew, Larry Cain; 
Shawna Evans’ brother-in-law, Wayne Evans; Cecilia Garvin’s niece, Ruby Breeding; Lori Ingalls’ 
sister, Penny Harland; the Paschalls’ friend, Stanley Posey; Virginia Purcell’s sister, Ruth Denton; 
Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass. 

Chronic health problems: Tracy Parsons; Ryan Provines; Jan Riggin; Audrey Wrather; Susie 
Allen’s brother, David Browning; Keith Bex’s mother, Linda; Thelma Butcher’s niece, Debbi 
Robinetta; Whitney Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Shawna Evans’ mother, Donna 
Rosenberger; Jeff Hendrick’s father, Don; Loretta Hendricks’ brother, Ed Purdy; Jeremy 
Paschall’s father, Jerry, grandmother, Margaret Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; Becky Provines’ 
mother, Sharon Sparks; Jenna Reynolds’ mother, Kim McCann; Jenna Reynolds’ cousin, Owen 
Munday; Sandee Torres’ father, Howell McKenzie; Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; Heather 
Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s 
friend, Angela Lane; Brian Emrich; Paige Pollard; Sharon Pollard. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec Brumfield; Christine Campbell; Shawna 
Evans’ family; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family. 

Upcoming events: 
Young adult study (~18-25 years old) — Sunday, August 27, 6pm, at the Paschalls’ house. 
Monthly Monday study — Mon, Aug. 28, 11 am, at the church building — Types & Shadows, ch. 5. 
Ladies’ study — Friday, September 8, 10:30 am, at the church building — Grace…, Lesson 5. 
Men’s study — Saturday, September 9, 9 am, at the church building. 

Announcements:                     

                         

                         

“Count It All Joy” 

Allen Malone 

Most of us will suffer some kind of “thorn in the flesh,” at least occasionally. As we age, 
some of us will likely suffer more of these “thorns,” at times experiencing more than one 
simultaneously. We may be startled by some of our involuntary responses to these trials; 
surprised that we would question God or be envious toward those whose lives seem 
trouble-free. At the very least, we may find ourselves lamenting not being able to serve as 
we once did or, worse still, regretting that we did not serve more when we could have. 

What we who are justified by faith need to remember is that, instead of grieving as those 
who have no hope, we can delight in the Lord’s peace. Times of trial are times to “rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God.”  This rejoicing is not just an in-spite-of-our-trials joy, but an 
especially-in-trials experience. “We also rejoice in our sufferings.” 

God assures us that He will use our hardships and struggles to search our hearts, purify 
our faith, produce in us perseverance and tested-character, and equip us for greater 
usefulness, further establishing our hope. By His sufficient grace we can endure; not just 
hold-on-for-dear-life or merely cope, but be matured and perfected, transformed by God 
for greater purity, usefulness, and nearness to Him. Times of trial are opportunities to 
experience the Lord’s ever-sufficient grace and the love the Spirit sheds abroad in our 
hearts. We discover that our greatest trials, particularly the ones human-wisdom cannot 
explain or solve, don’t just highlight our weakness; they spotlight His strength. They are 
opportunities to better know the power God has for us who believe. 

Whether or not “we will understand it better by and by” (as we sometimes sing), like Job, 
we can come out on the other side knowing both the Lord and ourselves better (Job 
42:5-6). And as we exalt the Lord in our hearts and keep a good conscience even in the 
face of adversity and inequity, we may well find that we come to possess the saving 
influence we’ve long desired. When that time comes may we be ready to give an answer to 
everyone who asks a reason for the hope that is in us. 

What revelation tells us, experience affirms – God is faithful, and He will do it! Let us, 
therefore, “count it all joy.”


