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Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Recently sick: Thomas Bowling, Virginia Purcell, Nikita & Alexander Lee. 
Those who have recently lost loved ones: Kemple family, Kim Clair & family, John Smith. 
Neil Tremblett has suffered from various neurological symptoms recently and is scheduled for 

tests tomorrow. He has requested prayers for himself and for his family. 
Ronna Howell, Brooke Sandy’s mother and Todd Walker’s sister, has been diagnosed with 

colorectal cancer. Please pray that the cancer is localized. Additional tests and scans will 
dictate the upcoming treatment plan. 

Mark Whitaker is seemingly near the end of his earthly life and has been place on hospice care. 
Cindy Provines will have shoulder surgery on Monday, August 14. 
Loretta Hendricks’ brother, Ed Purdy, is now in Miami, Florida, awaiting a liver transplant. 
Christian Asgill, who we support in Sierra Leone, is still experiencing heart arrhythmia, so he 

remains in India for additional testing and treatment. 
James & Kaitlin Giltner (and Micah) are expecting a new baby girl, due September 15. 
College students: Abby Provines, Maddy Provines. 
Gospel preachers supported: Christian Asgill (Sierra Leone), Serghei Corcimaru (Moldova). 

Cancer: Butchers’ daughters, Sherri Black & Lynn Maudlin; Norma Cleary’s nephew, Larry Cain; 
Shawna Evans’ brother-in-law, Wayne Evans; Cecilia Garvin’s niece, Ruby Breeding; Lori Ingalls’ 
sister, Penny Harland; the Paschalls’ friend, Stanley Posey; Virginia Purcell’s sister, Ruth Denton; 
Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass. 

Chronic health problems: Tracy Parsons; Ryan Provines; Jan Riggin; Audrey Wrather; Susie 
Allen’s brother, David Browning; Keith Bex’s mother, Linda; Thelma Butcher’s niece, Debbi 
Robinetta; Whitney Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Shawna Evans’ mother, Donna 
Rosenberger; Jeff Hendrick’s father, Don; Loretta Hendricks’ brother, Ed Purdy; Jeremy 
Paschall’s father, Jerry, grandmother, Margaret Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; Becky Provines’ 
mother, Sharon Sparks; Jenna Reynolds’ mother, Kim McCann; Jenna Reynolds’ cousin, Owen 
Munday; Sandee Torres’ father, Howell McKenzie; Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; Heather 
Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s 
friend, Angela Lane; Brian Emrich; Paige Pollard; Sharon Pollard. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec Brumfield; Christine Campbell; Shawna 
Evans’ family; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family. 

Upcoming events: 
Ladies’ study — THIS Friday, August 11, 11am, at the church building. 
Men’s study — THIS Saturday, August 12, 9am, at the church building. 
Young adult study (~18-25 years old) — Sunday, August 27, 6pm, at the Paschalls’ house. 
Monthly Monday study — Mon, Aug. 28, 11am, at the church building — Types & Shadows, ch. 5. 

Announcements:                     

                         

Foolish Disregard 

Gary Henry 

To dismiss God from our decisions is a most foolish thing to do. The reality of God is the 
most massive truth we’ll ever encounter, and the most consequential. It is folly to omit this 
truth from our thinking, as if we expected it to move out of our way. 

Some individuals disregard God by adopting the intellectual position that He does not 
exist. These have thought the matter through and come to the conclusion that there is no 
God. In their conduct, they may live as if there were a God and may even adhere to a 
certain spirituality, but their position, at least philosophically, is that a personal God does 
not exist. 

If God does exist, such a denial is obviously unwise. But many of us disregard Him in a 
way that is no less foolish. We do this when we simply conduct our lives without taking 
God into serious account. This is a more practical kind of atheism. We pay lip service to a 
God who “perhaps” exists, but we believe that this God can be safely set aside in the actual 
conduct of our day-to-day affairs. He has no real impact on our lives. In Psalm 14:1, it is 
this kind of “fool” who is described. He says “There is no God” not so much by his dubious 
philosophy, as by his disobedient lifestyle. 

There is a sense in which this kind of atheism is more arrogant than any other. In Psalm 
10, for example, we are shown how PRESUMPTUOUS it is to disregard God: “The wicked 
in his proud countenance does not seek God; God is in none of his thoughts” (v.4). “He has 
said in his heart, ‘I shall not be moved; I shall never be in adversity’” (v.6). “He has said in 
his heart, ‘God has forgotten; He hides His face; He will never see’” (v.11). “He has said in 
his heart, ‘You will not require an account’” (v.13). 

When we live in this manner, we trivialize God in the most blasphemous way. Unlike the 
atheist who believes there is no God to be dealt with, we believe that we don’t really have 
to deal with the God who does exist. We think that, for all practical purposes, He can be 
ignored. But if God is our Creator, our disregard only shows us to be foolish. It does 
nothing to diminish Him.


