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July 9, 2023

Special Notes & Prayer Requests:

Those recovering from recent surgery: Lynn Naylor, Geneal Rich, Betty Rhoton.

Others recently ill: ___; Jenna Reynolds’ father, Darrel McCann.

Maria Gregory’s father is awaiting gall bladder surgery.

Phil Kemple continues to undergo various test, but everything is clear so far.

Loretta Hendricks’ brother, Ed Purdy, has been approved for a liver transplant.

Christian Asgill, who we support in Sierra Leone, is still experiencing heart arrhythmia, so he 

remains in India for additional testing and treatment.

James & Kaitlin Giltner (and Micah) are expecting a new baby girl, due September 15.

College students: Abby Provines, Maddy Provines.

Gospel preachers supported: Christian Asgill (Sierra Leone), Serghei Corcimaru (Moldova).


Cancer: Bertie Butcher; the Butchers’ daughters, Sherri Black & Lynn Maudlin; Norma Cleary’s 
nephew, Larry Cain; Shawna Evans’ brother-in-law, Wayne Evans; Cecilia Garvin’s niece, Ruby 
Breeding; Lori Ingalls’ sister, Penny Harland; the Paschalls’ friend, Stanley Posey; Virginia 
Purcell’s sister, Ruth Denton; Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; 
Audrey Wrather‘s son-in-law, Randy Reames; Mark Whittaker.


Chronic health problems: Tracy Parsons; Ryan Provines; Jan Riggin; Audrey Wrather; Susie 
Allen’s brother, David Browning; Keith Bex’s mother, Linda; Thelma Butcher’s niece, Debbi 
Robinetta; Kim Clair’s cousin, Harold Tomlin; Whitney Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Shawna 
Evans’ mother, Donna Rosenberger; Jeff Hendrick’s father, Don; Loretta Hendricks’ brother, Ed 
Purdy; Jeremy Paschall’s father, Jerry, grandmother, Margaret Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; 
Becky Provines’ mother, Sharon Sparks; Jenna Reynolds’ mother, Kim McCann; Jenna Reynolds’ 
cousin, Owen Munday; Sandee Torres’ father, Howell McKenzie; Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; 
Heather Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn 
Naylor’s friend, Angela Lane; Brian Emrich; Paige Pollard; Sharon Pollard.


Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec Brumfield; Christine Campbell; Shawna 
Evans’ family; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family.


Upcoming events:

Ladies’ study — Friday, July 21, 11am, at the church building.

Monthly Monday study will resume July 31, 11am, at church building — Types & Shadows, ch. 4.

Young adult study (~18-25 years old) — Sunday, July 23, 6pm, at the Paschalls’ house. Please see 

Jeremy or Laura for more information.

Men’s study will resume Saturday, August 12, 9am, at the church building.
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Rejoice and Be Thankful!


For years, the same four men had played golf together every Saturday during the spring, 
summer, and fall. They used to play some during the winter months too, but the cold wind had 
gotten to be too much for them as they grew older. And so it had become their routine to begin 
the new “season” every year on the first Saturday of April at the same country club they had 
helped establish forty years ago.


After waiting through the long winter months, all four men were ready to be swinging their 
clubs again. You could see the anticipation in their eyes and hear the excitement in their voices 
as they enjoyed coffee together before the first round of the new season. Their tee time arrived, 
and they were on their feet, thrilled to be on such familiar and friendly ground.


Each man enjoyed a spectacular opening drive, hitting the ball with the same confidence he 
had forty years ago. But by the fifth hole, the excitement waned…


“I’m telling you, these hills get steeper every year,” one of the golfers complained as they 
made their way up to the fifth green.


After a disappointing shot on the sixth tee, the second man remarked, “These fairways are 
getting longer all the time, too.”


While preparing to hit his ball from a bunker on the seventh hole, the third golfer 
observed, “These sand traps keep growing, too.”


The fourth man, the oldest in the foursome, had heard all the griping he could stand. He 
sat his clubs down and said, “Gentlemen, just be thankful we are still on this side of the grass!”


Yes, we must all admit that there are times when we find it difficult to be thankful, to 
rejoice in the blessings we have. But isn’t that what we are told to do anyway? “Rejoice in the 
Lord always, again I will say, rejoice! . . . Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God” (Philippians 
4.4,6).


Let us never forget that we have been blessed beyond measure in Jesus Christ. We are 
sinners, worthy only of eternal destruction from the presence of God, but God gave His Son as 
a sacrifice for our sins (John 3.16). So, whether we have abundance or lack in earthly things, 
we have blessed beyond what we deserve.


Let us resolve today demonstrate our gratitude in thanksgiving and in humble service to 
our God.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	        

~jeremy paschall


