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Of corn and life...

author unknown

There was a farmer who grew excellent quality corn. Every year he won the award
for the best grown corn. One year a newspaper reporter interviewed him and
learned something interesting about how he grew it. The reporter discovered that
the farmer shared his seed corn with his neighbors. “How can you afford to share
your best seed corn with your neighbors when they are entering corn in
competition with yours each year?” the reporter asked.

“Why sir,” said the farmer, “Didn’t you know? The wind picks up pollen from the
ripening corn and swirls it from field to field. If my neighbors grow inferior corn,
cross-pollination will steadily degrade the quality of my corn. If I am to grow good
corn, I must help my neighbors grow good corn.”

So is with our lives... Those who want to live meaningfully and well must help
enrich the lives of others, for the value of a life is measured by the lives it touches.
And those who choose to be happy must help others find happiness, for the welfare
of each is bound up with the welfare of all.

“Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must do just as he has purposed in
his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
And God 1s able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all
sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed; as it
1s written, ‘He scattered abroad, He gave to the poor; His righteousness endures
forever.” Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply
and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your
righteousness; you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through
us is producing thanksgiving to God.” (2 Corinthians 9.6-11)
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