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Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Lynn Naylor is recovering from recent hip surgery. 
Kassidi Rios has been sick with pneumonia for more than a week. 
Others recently ill: Rusty Couse, Dave Curry, Loretta Hendricks, Audrey Wrather; Shawna Evans’ 

brother-in-law, Wayne Evans 
Justice Lee has been very sick recently, suffering from migraines, dizziness, and nausea. They are 

hoping for test results by the end of March. 
College students: Abby Provines, Maddy Provines, Isaac Torres, Jenna Walker. 
James & Kaitlin Giltner (and Micah) are expecting a new baby GIRL, due September 15. 
Paige Pollard, 4-month-old daughter of John & Sylvia, remains hospitalized and in very serious 

condition. She has been diagnosed with a rare genetic disease. Please pray for them all as they 
navigate challenging days and years to come. 

Cancer: Bertie Butcher; the Butchers’ daughters, Sherri Black & Lynn Maudlin; Cleary family 
friend, Lindsey Grandson; Lori Ingalls’ sister, Penny Harland; Virginia Purcell’s sister, Ruth 
Denten; Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; the Paschalls’ friend, 
Stanley Posey; William Pearce; Mark Whittaker. 

Chronic health problems: Tracy Parsons; Ryan Provines; Jan Riggin; Audrey Wrather; Keith 
Bex’s mother, Linda; Thelma Butcher’s niece, Debbi Robinetta; Kim Clair’s cousin, Harold 
Tomlin; Whitney Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Shawna Evans’ mother, Donna Rosenberger; 
Jeff Hendrick’s father, Don; Loretta Hendricks’ brother, Ed Purdy; Jeremy Paschall’s father, 
Jerry, grandmother, Margaret Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; Becky Provines’ mother, Sharon 
Sparks; Jenna Reynolds’ mother, Kim McCann; Jenna Reynolds’ cousin, Owen Munday; Sandee 
Torres’ father, Howell McKenzie; Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; Heather Tremblett’s mother, 
Karen Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s friend, Angela Lane; 
Paige Pollard; Sharon Pollard. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec Brumfield; Christine Campbell; Shawna 
Evans’ family; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family. 

Upcoming events: 
Monthly Monday study — TOMORROW, 11am, at church building — Types & Shadows, ch. 1. 
Men’s study — Saturday, April 8, 9am, at church building. 
Ladies’ study — Friday, April 14, 11am, at the church building — Malachi 3.8-4.6 
Elders/deacons meeting — Sunday, April 16, 4pm, via Zoom. 

Announcements:                     

                         

                         

                         

                           

A Godly Man in Wicked Surroundings 
Bill Hall 

Elijah was a man who reached true greatness in the Lord’s service. He was always ready to 
go where God would send him (1 Kings 18:1; 19:15); to pray whenever prayer was needed 
(1 Kings 17:20, 21; 18:36, 37), and to confront evil whenever confrontation was necessary 
(1 Kings 18:17-24; 21:17-19). He was translated without seeing death, and he, along with 
Moses, was chosen to appear with the Lord on the mount of transfiguration. 

The remarkable thing about Elijah is that he attained this greatness while living in a 
wicked and hostile environment. Had he lived in Judah during the righteous reign of 
Hezekiah or Josiah, we might not be surprised at Elijah’s attainments. But he lived instead 
in Israel during the wicked reign of Ahab. He was subjected to the cruel intents of Jezebel. 
He was under constant harassment and threat of death. He became so discouraged at one 
point that he asked to die, but he never denied his God. 

In this wicked environment Elijah was able to influence others. The widow of Zarephath 
was blessed through Elijah (1 Kings 17:8-24). The multitudes on Mount Carmel were led to 
cry, “The Lord, He is God!” through his courageous efforts (1 Kings 18:39). Elisha, his 
successor, must have been greatly influenced by him. And even Ahab was brought to 
humility on one occasion, clothing himself in sackcloth as a result of Elijah’s rebuke (1 
Kings 21:27-29). The message of Elijah is clear. You can live a godly life and influence 
others for good in a wicked and hostile environment. 

When one hears the excuses people make today, it is obvious that Elijah’s message is badly 
needed in this generation. People excuse their failure to teach others the gospel with, 
“People are so prejudiced around here they just won’t listen;” when the truth is, little effort 
has been made. If they are approached about their ungodly conduct, they explain that “You 
just don’t know how terrible the people are that I have to work around every day.” If their 
children go astray their explanation is, “Our children are faced with pressures that we 
didn’t have growing up.” Such statements, repeated often enough, become to many a 
“license” to do wrong and a salve to soothe their troubled consciences. 

We must throw aside our excuses and make up our minds to do right. Elijah could serve 
God in wicked surroundings. And so can we.


