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March 5, 2023

Special Notes & Prayer Requests:

James & Kaitlin Giltner (and Micah) are expecting a new baby, due September 15. Kaitlyn has 

been very sick, so please remember them in your prayers and kind deeds.

Barb Gregory passed away last Sunday afternoon. Arrangements have been made at Crown Hill 

Funeral Home for Monday, February 27, visitation 10am-noon, funeral at noon; burial will 
follow at Mount Pleasant cemetery in Greenwood.


Connie Bleicher’s sister, Kathy Maraldo, who has been battling cancer, is now under hospice care 
and is not doing well.


Keith Bex’s mother, Linda, recently fell and fractured her right wrist.

Jeremy Paschall’s cousin, Steve Linville, is recovering from major surgery and doing well.

Others recently ill: Dave Curry, Lynn Naylor, Kassidi Rios.

Paige Pollard, 3-month-old daughter of John & Sylvia, has been diagnosed with a rare genetic 

disease. Please pray for them all as they navigate challenging days and years to come.

Sharon Pollard, John’s mother & Paige’s grandmother, is doing well, continuing treatment and 

supervision in Texas for her heart condition.

College students: Abby Provines, Maddy Provines, Isaac Torres, Jenna Walker.


Cancer: Bertie Butcher; the Butchers’ daughter, Lynn Maudlin; Cleary family friend, Lindsey 
Grandson; Lori Ingalls’ sister, Penny Harland; Virginia Purcell’s sister, Ruth Denten; Betty 
Rhoton’s husband, JR; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; the Paschalls’ friend, Stanley Posey; 
William Pearce; Mark Whittaker.


Chronic health problems: Tracy Parsons; Ryan Provines; Jan Riggin; Audrey Wrather; Thelma 
Butcher’s niece, Debbi Robinetta; Kim Clair’s cousin, Harold Tomlin; Whitney Colvin’s 
grandfather, Larry Ping; Shawna Evans’ mother, Donna Rosenberger; Jeff Hendrick’s father, Don; 
Loretta Hendricks’ brother, Ed Purdy; Jeremy Paschall’s father, Jerry, grandmother, Margaret 
Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; Becky Provines’ mother, Sharon Sparks; Jenna Reynolds’ 
mother, Kim McCann; Jenna Reynolds’ cousin, Owen Munday; Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; 
Heather Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn 
Naylor’s friend, Angela Lane; Andreas Campos; Paige Pollard; Sharon Pollard.


Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec Brumfield; Christine Campbell; Shawna 
Evans’ family; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family.


Upcoming events:

Gospel Meeting, with Colly Caldwell — NEXT WEEK, March 12-17 — Studies from Ephesians.

VBS: “My God Is So Big!” — June 19-23, 10:00-11:30am — Please see Nick Paden if you are 

interested in teaching or helping. More info and daily themes to come soon.

Ladies’ study — Friday, March 10, 11am, at the church building — Malachi 2.17-4.6

Men’s study — Saturday, March 11, 9am, at church building.

Monthly Monday study — Mon., March 27, 11am, at church building — Types & Shadows, ch. 1.


Announcements: 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Hiding Behind the Mask 
Isaac Torres


Scooby Doo is a popular cartoon that first appeared in the 1960s. Even though it has been 
through several iterations over the years, each episode follows the same formula. There is a villain 
doing a crime. Scooby and the mystery gang set up a plan and capture the villain. Then the villain’s 
identity is revealed. Regardless of the make-up applied, the mask worn, or the disguise donned, the 
true identity is always revealed. They cannot stay hidden as their crime always catches up to them.


Am I wearing a mask? Am I one person on Sundays and someone different the rest of the week? 
I cannot live for Christ one day and then for myself the rest.


It can be easy to put on a facade. We can please a lot of people by having one foot for Christ and 
one for the world. We can avoid a lot of tough conversations. If we are not truly following Christ, we 
are ultimately just deceiving ourselves. All will be revealed and brought into light. God will not be 
fooled. The mask will be ripped off and our true allegiance and identity will be revealed. We will not 
be able to hide.


We will not be able to hide from our words. In Matthew 12:36, Jesus said “but I tell you that 
every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of 
judgment.” We may be able to speak encouraging words most of the time, but all will be accounted 
for.


We will not be able to hide from our actions. In Matthew 25:31-46, Jesus taught that the 
righteous fed the hungry, gave drink to the thirsty, invited strangers in, clothed the naked, and 
visited the sick and those in prison. The accursed did nothing. We may be able to look good on a 
Sunday, but did we ever help a brother in need?


We will not be able to hide from our fruit. In Matthew 7:15-20, Jesus spoke about good trees 
bearing good fruit and bad trees bearing bad fruit. He said “you will know them by their fruits.” 
The fruit eventually reveals the character. Nothing will be hidden on the day of judgment.


Following this section is one of the most terrifying passages. Jesus said “Not everyone who says 
to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is 
in heaven will enter. Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your 
name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ And then I 
will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness” (Matthew 
7:21-23). Only those who are doing the will of the Father will enter. God will see under the mask. He 
will know who was truly following His will and who was not. The true identity of all will be revealed; 
nothing will be hidden.


Strive to do the will of the Father not just one day of the week, but throughout our lives. His will 
and desire should permeate our lives. It should affect our words, actions, and fruit. We must do the 
will of the Father. Anything else and we are simply deceiving ourselves. But we will not deceive 
God.


