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Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Sandee Torres’ niece, Shonda Null, passed away Saturday, January 28. 
Virginia Purcell’s brother, Gary Cross, passed away Tuesday, January 31. 
Roger Shouse’s son, Jordan, had surgery on Thursday to remove the mass from his colon. He does 

NOT have liver cancer, and they are awaiting pathology from the mass in his colon. 
Paige Pollard, daughter of John & Sylvia, 2 months old, is off the ventilator, but still hospitalized, 

recovering from recent seizures and related breathing problems. 
JR Rhoton still has cancer, but is 50% better after recent treatments. He will continue on a 

maintenance treatments and have another scan in 3 months. 
Others recently ill: Faye Raymer, Adelaide Turner, April Clark. 
Cleary family friend, Lindsey Grandson (a young mother), has leukemia. 
Sharon Pollard, a Christian in Belize, is suffering from heart failure, awaiting further evaluation. 
Loretta Hendricks’ brother, Ed Purdy, is now on hospice care. Remember him and his wife, Julie. 
Jenna Reynolds’ cousin, Owen Munday (police officer), is recovering from recent gunshot wound. 
Those who have recently lost loved ones — Virginia Purcell, Sandee Torres, Norma Cleary, David 

Brumfield, Loretta Hendricks, Sheila Kazmierzak, Euel Cleary, Eddie Torres, and families. 
College students: Abby Provines, Maddy Provines, Isaac Torres, Jenna Walker. 

Cancer: Bertie Butcher; Connie Bleicher’s sister, Kathy; the Butchers’ daughter, Lynn Maudlin; 
Lori Ingalls’ sister, Penny Harland; Virginia Purcell’s brother, Gary Cross, and sister, Ruth 
Denten; Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; the Paschalls’ friend, 
Stanley Posey; William Pearce; Mark Whittaker. 

Chronic health problems: Barbara Gregory; Tracy Parsons; Ryan Provines; Jan Riggin; Audrey 
Wrather; Thelma Butcher’s niece, Debbi Robinetta; Kim Clair’s cousin, Harold Tomlin; Whitney 
Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Shawna Evans’ mother, Donna Rosenberger; Barbara Gregory’s 
grandson & caretaker, Jeremy; Jeff Hendrick’s father, Don; Jeremy Paschall’s father, Jerry, 
grandmother, Margaret Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; Becky Provines’ mother, Sharon Sparks; 
Jenna Reynolds’ mother, Kim McCann; Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; Heather Tremblett’s 
mother, Karen Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s friend, Angela 
Lane; Andreas Campos; Brian Emrich. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec Brumfield; Christine Campbell; Shawna 
Evans’ family; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family. 

Important dates: 
Gospel Meeting, with Colly Caldwell — March 12-17, 2023 — Studies from Ephesians. 
Ladies’ study — Friday, February 10, 11am, at the church building — Malachi 1.6-2.16. 
Men’s study — Saturday, February 11, 9am, at church building. 
Monthly Monday study — Mon., Feb. 27, 11am, at church building — Types & Shadows, chapter 1. 

Announcements:                     

                         

Sojourners and Pilgrims 
Ed Brand 

Peter urges saints to regard themselves as sojourners and pilgrims. A sojourner is one who lives 
among aliens. Pilgrims live in a strange place, away from one’s own people. Hostility is injected into 
this alien, strange place by the phrase, which war against the soul (1 Peter 2:11). He says the present 
dwelling place of Christians is in a strange, hostile land; a land where danger lurks in the form of 
fleshly lusts. 

I know Americans who live abroad. They are literally sojourners. They are living in a country of 
which they are not native. The customs there are different from their homeland. Most of them live 
in relative safety from governmental persecution, but some do not. There is actual danger of 
deportation or threat of harassment while they live there. A remarkable thing about these people: 
they volunteered to live in this environment because they believe their being there would be helpful 
to the cause of Jesus. Living there is generally more rigorous and less comfortable than living in the 
USA. They have not forgotten their homeland and look forward to the time they can return. 

Christians are living in a land which is not theirs and which is inhabited by people and 
influences which are foreign to them. How easy it is to forget that we are just pilgrims passing 
through. We are like Abraham who dwelled in tents (only a temporary home) while he traveled in 
search of the city which hath foundations (Hebrews 11:9-10). He was incessantly looking for this 
permanent dwelling place. 

The world is out to make us citizens. Its efforts, sometimes subtle, sometimes bold, are to make 
us feel at home here. We need to slip into something more comfortable. Since we are going to be 
here for awhile we ought to at least enjoy being here. Don’t be so uptight. 

I’m afraid many saints are vulnerable to this persuasive song the world sings. Some have 
concentrated so hard on the here and now that the there and then have all but been forgotten. We 
are surrounded with the gadgets of culture which dazzle and amaze our eyes and minds. The 
popular media praise modern paganism and denounce Christians with convictions as right-wing 
fanatics and bigots. Surely we do not want to be either fanatics or bigots. The only way to be 
relieved of those names is to cease opposition to the world’s agenda, be silent and lay down our 
arms. 

Dear brethren, when we become sophisticated and are comfortable in our surroundings, the 
enemy has won. Our lips will be silenced in opposition to wrong and closed for use to convert 
others. Our numbers will dwindle, our influence lessen, until we are gone. Vanished! Unless we 
remain conscious to the designations of sojourners and pilgrims and act consistently with the 
meaning of those terms.


