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Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
David Brumfield’s father, David, passed early Thursday morning. He is being cremated and asked 

for no services. Please remember this family in your prayers and kind deeds. 
Loretta Hendricks’ great-nephew, Cole Purdy (age 27), died unexpectedly on Monday, and his 

funeral was Saturday. Please remember the entire Purdy family in your prayers. 
Euel Cleary is recovering from recent surgeries to remove kidney stones. 
Barb Gregory is on new medication that should help her breathing, but it makes her very tired. 

She appreciates the prayers, cards, and short calls. 
JR Rhoton has completed four treatments for lymphoma. He is scheduled for follow-up tests on 

January 23 and will see his doctor on the 25th for results. Please continue to pray for him. 
Others recently ill: April Clark, Dave Curry, the Hall family, Eddie Torres, Margie Evans; Heather 

Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson. 
Sharon Pollard, a Christian in Orange Walk, Belize, is suffering from an enlarged heart and 

related problems. She is getting a second opinion in Houston this week. 
Loretta Hendricks’ brother, Ed Purdy, is now on hospice care. Remember him and his wife, Julie. 
Jenna Reynolds’ cousin, Owen Munday (police officer), is recovering from recent gunshot wound. 
Those who have recently lost loved ones — Sheila Kazmierzak, Euel Cleary, and Eddie Torres; also 

the families of Lawrence Johnson, Linda Evans, Carolyn Perry, Kate Eminova. 
College students: Abby Provines, Maddy Provines, Dylan Provines, Isaac Torres, Jenna Walker. 

Cancer: Bertie Butcher; Connie Bleicher’s sister, Kathy; the Butchers’ daughter, Lynn Maudlin; 
Lori Ingalls’ sister, Penny Harland; Virginia Purcell’s brother, Gary Cross, and sister, Ruth 
Denten; Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; Sandee Torres’ niece, 
Shonda Null; the Paschalls’ friend, Stanley Posey; William Pearce; Mark Whittaker. 

Chronic health problems: Barbara Gregory; Tracy Parsons; Ryan Provines; Jan Riggin; Audrey 
Wrather; Thelma Butcher’s niece, Debbi Robinetta; Kim Clair’s cousin, Harold Tomlin; Whitney 
Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Shawna Evans’ mother, Donna Rosenberger; Barbara Gregory’s 
grandson & caretaker, Jeremy; Jeff Hendrick’s father, Don; Jeremy Paschall’s father, Jerry, 
grandmother, Margaret Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; Jenna Reynolds’ mother, Kim McCann; 
Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; Heather Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s 
mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s friend, Angela Lane; Andreas Campos; Brian Emrich. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec Brumfield; Christine Campbell; Shawna 
Evans’ family; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family. 

Important dates: 
Ladies’ study — Friday, February 10, 11am, at the church building — Malachi 2. 
Men’s study — Saturday, February 11, 9am, at church building. 
Deuteronomy study — Monday, January 30, 11am, at church building — Deuteronomy 33-34. 

Announcements:                     

                         

Too Good to be True? 
Isaac Torres 

It is a relaxing evening; you have just gotten comfortable on the couch for some peace. Suddenly, 
your phone rings and you do not recognize the number. But you answer it anyway. You then hear 
that you have just won a two-week cruise to the Bahamas with all the expenses paid. The only 
catch is you need to provide your credit card number. You reply, “If all the expenses are paid, 
why do you need my credit card num—” (CLICK!) 

The other person hung up. You did not really win that trip. This would be a scenario where one 
could say, “if it’s too good to be true, then it probably is.” This occurs often. When something 
appears to be too good like a free offer, we typically become skeptical. We think there must be 
something wrong or there is a catch. This is a normal reaction considering all the deception that 
occurs in our world. But this phrase is not applicable in all situations. 

Jesus the Son of God came down to this sinful, evil world. His love, compassion, and sacrifice 
were manifested in His life and in His death on the cross. Even though man hated Him and did 
not ask for His sacrifice, He showered mankind with love and offered the opportunity for 
reconciliation with God. He died not because man deserved it, but because of His care and mercy 
for man. 

Paul says it this way: “But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind 
appeared, He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but 
according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 
whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by 
His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:4-7). 

It may sound too good to be true. The great thing is that it is too good, but it is in fact true. Jesus 
the Son of God loved us and sacrificed Himself for us. Amazing! But that should not be our only 
reaction to undeserved love. 

Think back to my opening scenario about the cruise. If you actually did win that random cruise 
to the Bahamas, I would imagine you would share that information with others. You would be 
excited about that gift and then tell others about it. How much more so should we spread the 
news about the excellent gifts God has bestowed upon us?! We should all grow in love and care 
for the lost souls! Jesus died for each and every soul. Let us share that good and true news of 
Christ and His undeserved love!


