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I Will Follow You 
Jason Longstreth 

Luke 9:57-62 says, “As they were going along the road, someone said to Him, ‘I will follow 
You wherever You go.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘The foxes have holes and the birds of the air 
have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.’ And He said to another, 
‘Follow Me.’ But he said, ‘Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father.’ But He said to 
him, ‘Allow the dead to bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim everywhere 
the kingdom of God.’ Another also said, ‘I will follow You, Lord; but first permit me to say 
good-bye to those at home.’ But Jesus said to him, ‘No one, after putting his hand to the 
plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.’” In this passage, Jesus had three 
exchanges with individuals concerning the idea of following Him and what it meant to be a 
disciple of Jesus. I think the items Jesus emphasized are just as needed today as they were 
in the first century when He spoke them. 

The first matter that Jesus discussed involves the idea of our separation or exclusion from 
the world. Jesus emphasized the fact that He did not have anywhere to lay His head. In 
other words, He was an outcast. We often talk about the fact that Jesus left His home in 
heaven and came to earth where He dwelt as a stranger or a pilgrim. And it is certainly 
appropriate that we take some time to consider the fact that Jesus gave up His home and 
lived as a wanderer on the earth. However, the main point in what Jesus was saying in 
Luke 9 was that His followers would also have the same sort of lifestyle. If we want to be a 
disciple of Christ, we are going to have to be a pilgrim. But what does it mean to be a 
pilgrim? It means that we cannot get too “tied down” to this world. We are not to be 
entangled with 
 
the affairs of men and with the pursuits in which they so willingly engage themselves. In 
fact, the New Testament warns us against pursuing the same things that the Gentiles 
pursue. Instead, we must place our focus on heaven, where we lay up our treasures and 
from whence will come our reward one day. Set your mind on things above, not on all that 
is here below. 

Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Cindy Provines’ new granddaughter, Abigail Russell, was born yesterday (Saturday) morning. 

Mother (Amber) and child are both well. 
Those recently ill: Dave Curry, Philip Kemple, Asher Parson, Tracy Parsons. 
Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra, is recovering from recent surgery for another compression 

fracture in her lower back. 
Jenna Reynolds’ cousin, Owen Munday, a police officer in Arkansas, is recovering from a recent 

gunshot wound. 
Brian Emrich, a member of the Stony Creek (Noblesville) congregation, remains hospitalized 

after major surgery. He is improved significantly, but faces a long recovery. Please remember 
him and his family (wife Megan, children Hayden & Bella). If you want to send a note or meal 
gift card, the address is 10213 South 250 East, Markleville, IN 46056. 

Families of those who have recently passed away — Eddie Torres’ mother, Maria; Lawrence 
Johnson; Linda Evans; Carolyn Perry; Kate Eminova. 

Expectant parents: Ben & Susie Allen’s daughter, Ashleigh Wiley, due December 13; Tessa 
Marchbanks, due January 22. 

College students: Mitchell King, Abby Provines, Maddy Provines, Dylan Provines, Isaac Torres, 
Jenna Walker. 

Cancer: Bertie Butcher; Connie Bleicher’s sister, Kathy; the Butchers’ daughter, Lynn Maudlin; 
Virginia Purcell’s brother, Gary Cross; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; Sandee Torres’ niece, 
Shonda Null; the Paschalls’ friend, Stanley Posey. 

Chronic health problems: Barbara Gregory; Ryan Provines; Jan Riggin; Thelma Butcher’s niece, 
Debbi Robinetta; Euel Cleary’s sister, Jan Brockman; Whitney Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; 
Barbara Gregory’s grandson & caretaker, Jeremy; Jeff Hendrick’s father, Don; Jeremy Paschall’s 
father, Jerry, grandmother, Margaret Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; Jenna Reynolds’ mother, 
Kim McCann; Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR; Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; Heather Tremblett’s 
mother, Karen Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s friend, Angela 
Lane; Andreas Campos. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec Brumfield; Christine Campbell; Shawna 
Evans’ family; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family. 

Important dates: 
Deuteronomy study — TOMORROW, Nov. 28, 11am, at church building — Deuteronomy 31-32. 
Ladies’ study — Friday, December 9, 11am, at the church building — Zechariah 14. 
Men’s study — no study in November or December, and will resume in January 2023. 

Announcements:                     

                         

                         

                         

Cont’d,	inside	→



Be Confident: Making Your Faith Your Own (1 John 2.28) 

I. Challenges to your faith — 

A. ________________________________________________________________ 

B. ________________________________________________________________ 

C. ________________________________________________________________ 

D. ________________________________________________________________ 

E. ________________________________________________________________ 

F. ________________________________________________________________ 

G. ________________________________________________________________ 

II. Making your faith your own — 

A. ______________________________ the _______________________________ 

1. For the ________________________________________________________ 
(Psalm 19.1; Romans 1.20; Acts 14.17) 

2. For the ________________________________________________________ 

(______ fulfilled prophecies; miraculous signs, cf. John 20.30-31) 

3. For the ________________________________________________________ 

(2 Timothy 3.16-17; __________, ________________, ___________________) 

B. ______________________________ the _______________________________ 
(Hosea 4.1, 6; Matthew 11.28-30; Ephesians 3.1-5; 1 Peter 2.2; James 1.21) 

C. ______________________________ the _______________________________ 
(1 John 4.1; 2 John 9-11; Colossians 2.8; Philippians 3.4b-7) 

I Will Follow You, cont’d 

In the second exchange between Jesus and a would-be follower, Jesus told a man who had 
requested permission to go and bury his father that the dead should bury their own dead. 
As for this man, he should be busy proclaiming the kingdom of God. Once again, the 
message of this exchange is very similar to the first. It seems to focus on the idea of being 
different or set apart from the world. However, instead of emphasizing the pilgrim idea, 
Jesus places his attention here on the idea of being a proclaimer. In other words, we are 
not only called upon to remove ourselves in some way from the world around us, we are 
also entrusted to deliver the good news about His kingdom. 

The third conversation centered on a third individual. This man promised to follow Jesus, 
but only after he said good-bye to his family. Jesus told him not to look back, but to 
continue plowing. Once we have decided to do the work of the Lord, there is no place for 
going back. Instead, our focus must be toward the things of God. As the apostle Paul said, 
“forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the 
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:13-14)  

Today, I want you to consider how good of a job you are doing at being a pilgrim, a 
proclaimer, and a plower. Have you fully left the world behind and set your mind and heart 
on the things of God? Are you sharing the good news of the kingdom with others? Have 
you focused your efforts on working in the vineyard of God? If not, the time to do so is 
now. You made the promise that you would follow Him, are you doing it?

III. Personal faith… 

A. Can be ___________________________________________. (1 Peter 3.15; Jude 3) 

B. Forms the ____________________ of your ___________________. (James 2.14-26) 

C. For which you ______________________________________. (1 Corinthians 16.13) 

D. Will be ____________________________________________. (2 Corinthians 4.13)


