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Things Done Too Soon 

Greg Gwin 

Procrastination is a common problem. Often we wait too long to do things that need to be 
done. Frequently we lack a needed sense of urgency. In all spiritual matters we must guard 
against the temptation to postpone doing what is right. 

However, there is ‘another side to that coin.’ Sometimes we are too quick to act. In certain 
areas we need to slow down, move more cautiously, and be careful that we don’t do things 
too soon. For instance: 

- Many folks must fight the temptation to grow angry in an instant. They have the 
proverbial ‘hair trigger’ and it takes very little to ‘set them off.’ These people need to 
learn that “the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God,” and so they need to 
be “swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath” (James 1:19,20). 

- Some are prone to assume the worst about other people without sufficient evidence to 
support their suspicions. Too often brethren suffer long and bitter alienations that are 
sinful and unnecessary. We all should remember that real love “is not easily provoked” 
and “thinketh no evil” (1 Corinthians 13:4-7). 

- There is an overly quick tendency to presuppose that certain individuals would not be 
open to the gospel message. We think that they wouldn’t listen even if we tried to share 
the truth with them – so we do nothing. The parable of the sower surely teaches us to 
sow the seed everywhere, and let it find the true hearts that will receive it (Matthew 
13:3-8, 18-23). 

- Many parents are rushing their children into premature interest in the opposite sex. 
They seek opportunities for their adolescent children to develop feelings should be 
reserved for a later, more mature time. This push to awaken their senses in this 
emotional ‘tinderbox’ has left many families ‘burned’ with the sad consequences. 

In these and other significant areas it may be that we need to ‘slow down’ a little. Think!

Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Tracy Parsons had a heart ablation procedure on Thursday and is recovering well. 
Leonard McDowell is recovering from MRSA at home. 
Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra, has another compression fracture in her lower back. 
Jenna Reynolds’ cousin, Owen Munday, a police officer in Arkansas, was recently shot and 

hospitalized. He is struggling to use his arm, but pain has decreased. More surgery is likely. 
Euel Cleary’s sister, Jan Brockman, is now under hospice care. 
Barbara Gregory’s grandson & caretaker, Jeremy, is recovering from recent heart surgery. 
Brian Emrich, a member of the Stony Creek (Noblesville) congregation, had emergency surgery 

on Tuesday and remains in ICU. He is improving, but faces a long recovery. Please remember 
him and his family (wife Megan, children Hayden & Bella). 

Kate Eminova, from Chisinau, Moldova, passed away on Friday night, after an extended illness 
and hospitalization. Please remember her family and spiritual family. 

Families of others who have recently passed away — Eddie Torres’ mother, Maria; Lawrence 
Johnson; Carolyn Perry. 

Andreas Campos, from San Narciso, Belize, recently had very serious surgery. The surgery went 
well, but his recovery is expected to take quite a while. 

Expectant parents: Ben & Susie Allen’s daughter, Ashleigh Wiley, due December 13; Tessa 
Marchbanks, due January 22. 

College students: Mitchell King, Abby Provines, Maddy Provines, Dylan Provines, Isaac Torres, 
Jenna Walker. 

Cancer: Bertie Butcher; Connie Bleicher’s sister, Kathy; the Butchers’ daughter, Lynn Maudlin; 
Virginia Purcell’s brother, Gary Cross; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; Sandee Torres’ niece, 
Shonda Null; the Paschalls’ friend, Stanley Posey. 

Chronic health problems: Barbara Gregory; Ryan Provines; Jan Riggin; Thelma Butcher’s niece, 
Debbi Robinetta; Whitney Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Jeff Hendrick’s father, Don; Jeremy 
Paschall’s father, Jerry, grandmother, Margaret Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; Jenna Reynolds’ 
mother, Kim McCann; Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR; Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; Heather 
Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s 
friend, Angela Lane. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec Brumfield; Christine Campbell; Shawna 
Evans’ family; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family. 

Important dates: 
Deuteronomy study — Monday, November 28, 11am, at church building — Deuteronomy 31-32. 
Ladies’ study — Friday, December 9, 11am, at the church building — Zechariah 14. 
Men’s study — no study in November or December, and will resume in January 2023. 
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