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The Psalmist tells us, “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His godly ones” 
(Psalm 116:15). We also read in the last book of the Bible, “Blessed are the dead who die in 
the Lord from now on!” (Revelation 14:13). It is often hard for us, when we are feeling the 
pain and sorrow at the passing of a beloved Christian to think that such events are 
precious and blessed. But the death of a Christian means something that we often fail to 
see. 

It means that one has become what God wanted them to be. The life of a 
Christian is “choice and precious in the sight of God” (1 Peter 2:4). God wants us to be 
“conformed to the image of His Son” (Romans 8:29). Living for Christ is exactly what God 
wants us to be. 

It means that one has finished what God wanted them to do. God not only has an 
image that He wants us to be like, He also has a work that He wants us to be busy doing. 
Revelation 14:13 says concerning the dead who die in the Lord, “Yes, says the spirit, that 
they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with them.” There is no reward for 
the one who quits. There is no praise to the one who fails. But to those who finish what 
God wants done, their death is blessed. Paul could say, that he “fought the good fight, 
finished the course, and kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:6-8). Paul did what God wanted Him 
to do. 

It means that one will enjoy what God has awaiting for them. Jesus has gone to 
“prepare a place” for the Christian (John 14:2-3). Christ calls us to “enter into the joy of 
your master” (Matthew 25:21). 

Indeed the life of a Christian is worth it. The death of a Christian is precious.

Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Lynn Naylor, Erma Parker, and Jan Riggin are recovering from 

recent car accident injuries. 
Shawn Carpenter and Sheila Kazmierzak have been ill recently. 
Lori Ingalls is recovering from recent foot surgery. 
David Couse’s brother, Michael, is very sick and hospitalized. 
Those who have recently lost loved ones: Delma Elkins, Betty 

Rhoton, the Provines family, and Marilyn Estes’ family. 
Expectant parents: Ben & Susie Allen’s daughter, Ashleigh Wiley, 

due December 13; Tessa Marchbanks, due January 22. 
College students: Mitchell King, Abby Provines, Jenna Walker. 
From Moldova: Kate remains gravely ill with peritonitis after 

four recent surgeries. 

Cancer: Bertie Butcher; Connie Bleicher’s sister, Kathy; the 
Butchers’ daughter, Lynn Maudlin; Virginia Purcell’s brother, 
Gary Cross; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; Sandee Torres’ 
niece, Shonda Null; the Paschalls’ friend, Stanley Posey. 

Chronic health problems: Barbara Gregory; Ryan Provines; 
Jan Riggin; Thelma Butcher’s niece, Debbi Robinetta; Whitney 
Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Jeff Hendrick’s father, Don; 
Jeremy Paschall’s father, Jerry, grandmother, Margaret Allan, 
and cousin, Steve Linville; Jenna Reynolds’ mother, Kim 
McCann; Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR; Todd Walker’s mother, 
Sandra; Heather Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson; Neil 
Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s friend, 
Angela Lane. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec 
Brumfield; Christine Campbell; Shawna Evans’ family; Adam & 
Katrina Willis; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family. 

Important dates: 
Men’s study — Saturday, October 8, 9am, at church building. 
Ladies’ study — Friday, October 21, 11am, at the church building. 
Deuteronomy study — Mon., Oct. 31, 11am, at church building. 
This week’s birthdays — Barbra Gregory (10/3), Mary Beth 

McDowell (10/5) 

Sundays:
   9:00 am — Worship
   9:50 am — Bible classes
 10:45 am — Worship

Wednesdays:
   7:00 pm — Bible classes

Shepherds:
Ben Allen
Greg King
Todd Walker

Servants:
Ted Bleicher
Bruce Carpenter
Kevin Colvin
Nick Hall
Jeff Hendricks
Ryan Provines
Canaan Shaffner
Kyle Turner

Evangelist:
Jeremy Paschall
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has appointed.


