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The Faith of Abraham 

In the Gospel of Jesus Christ, God has revealed His power to save mankind from 
sin (Romans 1.16). It is not a salvation based upon the works of men (Ephesians 
2.9), requiring that they “earn” their way with sinless obedience (Romans 3.20), 
for then none would ever be saved (Romans 3.23). Instead, it is a system by which 
men may receive forgiveness of their sins and then stand justified — righteous — 
before God by His grace and mercy (Romans 3.24; Ephesians 2.5). However, such 
generous provisions for salvation do not inherently exclude conditions required for 
one to receive these blessings. Indeed, in one passage of Scripture we find a 
discussion of both God’s grace and His condition for receiving it: 

But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being 
witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God, 
through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all those who believe. For 
there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through 
faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God 
had passed over the sins that were previously committed, to demonstrate 
at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. (Romans 3.21-26; emp. added) 

Faith is, as it has always been (Hebrews 11), the fundamental condition upon which 
one may receive the favor of God (Ephesians 2.8). Indeed, even “Abraham believed 
God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness” (Romans 4.3; cf. Genesis 
15.6). He is our example, “the father of all those who believe” (Romans 4.11). Like 
 

Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Sheila Kazmierzak has been sick recently. 
Marilyn Estes is experiencing anxiety, memory, and confusion 

issues, and our prayers have been requested. 
Maria Gregory’s father, Roy Gervase — his heart catheterization 

on Tuesday did not find any blockages or require any stents, 
just adjustment of medications. 

Jeremy Paschall’s father, Jerry, has been very ill recently, due to 
advanced kidney disease and low blood count. 

Expectant parents: Ben & Susie Allen’s daughter, Ashleigh Wiley, 
due December 13; Tessa Marchbanks, due January 22. 

College students: Mitchell King, Abby Provines, Jenna Walker. 
From Moldova: Kate remains gravely ill with peritonitis after 

four recent surgeries. 

Cancer: Bertie Butcher; Connie Bleicher’s sister, Kathy; the 
Butchers’ daughter, Lynn Maudlin; Virginia Purcell’s brother, 
Gary Cross; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; Sandee Torres’ 
niece, Shonda Null; the Paschalls’ friend, Stanley Posey. 

Chronic health problems: Barbara Gregory; Ryan Provines; 
Jan Riggin; Thelma Butcher’s niece, Debbi Robinetta; Whitney 
Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Jeff Hendrick’s father, Don; 
Jeremy Paschall’s father, Jerry, grandmother, Margaret Allan, 
and cousin, Steve Linville; Jenna Reynolds’ mother, Kim 
McCann; Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR; Todd Walker’s mother, 
Sandra; Heather Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson; Neil 
Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s friend, 
Angela Lane. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec 
Brumfield; Christine Campbell; Shawna Evans’ family; Adam & 
Katrina Willis; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family. 

Important dates: 
Deuteronomy study — TOMORROW, Mon., Sept. 26 (last Mon.), 

11am, at the church building, studying Deuteronomy 29-30. 
Men’s study — Saturday, October 8, 9am, at church building. 
Ladies’ study — Friday, October 14 (2nd Fri.), 11am, at the 

church building. 
This week’s birthdays — Bruce Carpenter (10/1) 
This week’s anniversaries — Aaron & Brooke Sandy (9/29) 

Sundays:
   9:00 am — Worship
   9:50 am — Bible classes
 10:45 am — Worship

Wednesdays:
   7:00 pm — Bible classes

Shepherds:
Ben Allen
Greg King
Todd Walker

Servants:
Ted Bleicher
Bruce Carpenter
Kevin Colvin
Nick Hall
Jeff Hendricks
Ryan Provines
Canaan Shaffner
Kyle Turner

Evangelist:
Jeremy Paschall

The church of Christ 
at Greenwood is an 
independent, non-

denominational group 
of Christians, governing 
ourselves according to 

the New Testament 
pattern given by the 

Lord. Our allegiance is 
to Christ, not to any 
man-made religious 
organization. We are 
striving to be Bible-

based, Christ-centered, 
and service-oriented 
in the ways that Jesus 

has appointed.
Cont’d, next page →



Abraham, those who stand righteous before God today do so “having been justified 
by faith” (Romans 5.1); their “access…into this grace” has come “by faith” (Romans 
5.2). In order for one to please God, there is simply no substitute for an informed, 
trusting faith. 

Many err, however, when they fail to search out the true nature of saving faith. They 
conclude, without having thoroughly examined or understood the Scriptures, that 
the faith necessary to please God involves merely accepting, intellectually and/or 
emotionally, His existence and His saving power. In other words, they believe and 
proclaim salvation for anyone who believes in God and in the sacrificial death of 
God’s Son, Jesus Christ. But the Scriptures reveal much more concerning the subject 
of saving faith. James wrote, “What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he 
has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him?…Faith by itself, if it does not 
have works, is dead” (James 2.14,17). Genuine saving faith must manifest itself in 
works which please God. 

Not even Abraham was saved by faith alone: “Was not Abraham our father justified 
by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? Do you see that faith was 
working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? And the 
Scripture was fulfilled which says, ‘Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to 
him for righteousness.’ And he was called the friend of God. You see then that a man 
is justified by works, and not by faith only” (James 2.21-24). By faith, Abraham 
“obeyed,” “dwelt,” “went out,” “waited,” and “offered” (Hebrews 11.8, 9, 10, 17). His 
righteousness depended upon his faith manifesting itself in works which pleased 
God. By his works, Abraham’s faith was “made perfect” and he was justified before 
God. 

We must not think ourselves to be any exception to this divinely-given rule. In order 
for our faith to justify us before God, it too must manifest itself in humble 
submission to Him. “Faith without works is dead” (James 2.26), but a living faith 
motivates one to trust and obey God’s will as it is revealed in the Scriptures. Is your 
faith like the faith of Abraham — faith with works of obedience? In other words, is it 
truly a saving faith? 

~jeremy paschall

Be Vigilant: Resist the Devil (James 4.7) 

“Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” (James 4.7) 

1. ________ that he is ________. (John 8.44; Revelation 12.9; 2 Corinthians 11.14; 1 Peter 5.8) 

2. ____________ of his ____________. (1 John 2.16; Job 1-2; Matthew 26.31-75) 

3. ________________ upon God’s ________. (Psalm 119.9-11; Matthew 4.1-12) 

4. ________ for the way of ____________. (1 Corinthians 10.13; Genesis 39.7-12; 2 Samuel 11) 

5. ________ for ________________. (James 1.2-5) 

6. “__________ on these __________.” (Philippians 4.8-9) 

7. __________________ with God’s ____________. (Proverbs 27.17; Hebrews 10.25; 
1 Corinthians 15.33) 

8. __________ be too __________ to ask for ________. (Proverbs 16.18; Galatians 6.1-2; 
1 Thessalonians 5.14; Hebrews 3.12-13; James 5.19-20) 

9. ________________ you are not __________. (Hebrews 13.5-6) 

10. “_____________ from every form of _______.” (1 Thessalonians 5.21-22; Daniel 1.8) 

“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify 
your hearts, you double-minded. Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned 
into mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will 

exalt you.” (James 4.8-10)


