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The following story is told of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, who often endured long 
receiving lines at the White House. Whether it 
is a true story or fiction, I do not know. 

President Roosevelt often complained that no 
one really paid any attention to what he said. 
So, one day during a reception, he decided to 
try an experiment. To each person who came 
down the line and shook his hand, he 
murmured, “I murdered my grandmother this 
morning.” The guests responded with 
expressions like, “Marvelous! Keep up the 
good work. We are proud of you. God bless 
you, sir.” 

It was not until the end of the line, while 
greeting the ambassador from Bolivia, that 
his words were actually heard. Not quite 
knowing what to say, the ambassador leaned 
over and whispered, “I’m sure she had it 
coming.” 

If President Roosevelt was already weary of 
going unheard before this incident, he most 
certainly was more weary afterwards! I 
suppose we can all relate to that feeling. At one 
time or another, we all have probably said and 
have most likely heard someone else say, 
“Nobody ever listens to me!” It is indeed 
frustrating to be ignored, especially when you 
have something valuable to share. 

If we get frustrated because no one will listen 
to our mere human insights, then imagine 
God’s frustration when we will not listen to His 
divine wisdom! God’s power, knowledge, and 
wisdom are infinite. While there are limits to 
our intellect, His mind knows no such limits. 

He is the very One who created the ears by 
which we hear and the minds by which we 
comprehend what we hear! 

God is more than frustrated when people 
refuse to listen to Him — He is highly 
displeased! Such has always been true. 
Consider the following rebuke of His people 
under the Old Covenant: “…The Lord warned 
Israel and Judah through all His prophets and 
every seer, saying, ‘Turn from your evil ways 
and keep My commandment, My statutes 
according to all the law which I commanded 
your fathers, and which I sent to you through 
My servants the prophets.’ However, they did 
not listen, but stiffened their neck like their 
fathers, who did not believe in the Lord their 
God. They rejected His statutes and His 
covenant which he made with their fathers and 
His warnings with which He warned them… So 
the Lord was very angry with Israel and 
removed them from His sight…” (2 Kings 
17.13-15, 18). 

Is it any better for those under the New 
Covenant who refuse to heed His words? 
Consider these words of Jesus: “He who is of 
God hears the words of God; for this reason 
you do not hear them, because you are not of 
God” (John 8.47). 

If we want to be “of God” — have a relationship 
with Him, be His children — we must heed 
what He has to say and apply those principles 
and instructions to our lives. God does not like 
to be ignored, and He will punish those who try 
to do so! Are you listening? 

~jeremy paschall

Are You Listening?

Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
WELCOME James & Kaitlin Giltner (son Micah) and Kim Clair 

(Kaitlin’s mother) as new members of this local church! 
Isaac Torres, Eddie & Sandee’s son, is now working (internship) 

with the University Church of Christ in Tampa, FL. You may 
follow some of his articles and sermons are on their website. 

Loretta Hendricks recently broke her arm. It will not require 
surgery, but she is in a brace and sling for several weeks. 

Dan & Harriet Westfall are both recovering from recent surgery. 
Marsha Schott’s sister, Jan Romo, has been seriously ill recently. 
Expectant parents: Andrea Shaffner’s sister, Heather Dow. 
College students: Mitchell King, Abby Provines, Jenna Walker. 

Cancer: Bertie Butcher; Connie Bleicher’s sister, Kathy; the 
Butchers’ daughter, Lynn Maudlin; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez 
Copass; Sandee Torres’ niece, Shonda Null; the Paschalls’ friend, 
Stanley Posey. 

Chronic health problems: Barbara Gregory; Don Nungester; 
Ryan Provines; Jan Riggin; Whitney Colvin’s grandfather, Larry 
Ping; Jeff Hendrick’s parents, Don & June; Jeremy Paschall’s 
grandmother, Margaret Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; Jenna 
Reynolds’ mother, Kim McCann; Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR; 
Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; Heather Tremblett’s mother, 
Karen Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn 
Naylor’s friend, Angela Lane. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Alec Brumfield; Christine 
Campbell; Shawna Evans’ family; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty 
Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman (husband Eli and son Harrison). 

Important dates: 
VBS — June 20-24 — Please mark your calendars & invite others! 
Deuteronomy study — June 27 (last Monday), 11:00am, at the 

church building; beginning with Deuteronomy 26. 
Men’s study — July 9 (2nd Saturday), 9am, at church building. 

Teacher sign-up sheet posted on the foyer bulletin board. 
Ladies’ study — July 29, 11am, at church building; Zechariah 9-11 
This week’s birthdays — Keith Bex (6/12), Andrea Shaffner 

(6/13), David Brumfield (6/14), Zander Rios (6/17), Dan 
Westfall (6/18) 

This week’s anniversaries — Dan & Harriet Westfall (6/15), Nick 
& Laura Hall (6/16) 

Sundays:
   9:00 am — Worship
   9:50 am — Bible classes
 10:45 am — Worship

Wednesdays:
   7:00 pm — Bible classes

Shepherds:
Ben Allen
Greg King
Todd Walker

Servants:
Ted Bleicher
Bruce Carpenter
Kevin Colvin
Nick Hall
Jeff Hendricks
Ryan Provines
Canaan Shaffner
Kyle Turner

Evangelist:
Jeremy Paschall

The church of Christ 
at Greenwood is an 
independent, non-

denominational group 
of Christians, governing 
ourselves according to 

the New Testament 
pattern given by the 

Lord. Our allegiance is 
to Christ, not to any 
man-made religious 
organization. We are 
striving to be Bible-

based, Christ-centered, 
and service-oriented 
in the ways that Jesus 

has appointed.


