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Religious Freedom 

By William Beasely 

All too often we take for 
granted the wonderful blessings 
that God showers upon us. One 
such blessing is that of Religious 
Freedom, the right to worship 
God without fear of men. In 
many countries this freedom (as 
we know it in the United States) 
is nonexistent. For most of us in 
the United States it is a fact of 
life, purchased by the shed 
blood of others, that we seldom 
think about and little appreciate. 
That is, we do not think about it 
nor appreciate it until we see 
those who have not this 
freedom. 

There are those, even in 
our own land of the free, who do 
not enjoy Religious Freedom. 
No! It is not that the government 
has eaten away at this freedom, 
but, in many cases, it is our 
loved ones who would deny us 
our heritage. 

Example 
Recently we were called 

upon to talk with a very 
intelligent young lady with an 

unusual, and very perplexing, 
problem. After much teaching 
(by two teenage Christians) and 
after much personal study she 
wanted to leave denominational 
error and be just a Christian. Her 
problem? Both mother and 
father were extremely opposed 
to their daughter leaving "our 
church." The problem was 
further complicated by her father 
having a serious heart condition. 
Previous strokes had been 
almost fatal, and he had been 
warned to avoid excitement 
(anger) lest it bring on another, 
perhaps this time fatal, stroke. 

With all of this playing 
upon her young mind she 
decided to go ahead and obey 
the Savior. She loved the Lord 
more than she loved her father 
or her mother. Before we could 
leave to go to the Atlantic Ocean 
(our baptistery) her mother 
telephoned and ordered her 
home immediately. No 
longer was she to be permitted 
to attend the services of the 
Lord's church, nor to visit the 
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home of her two Christian 
friends. At sixteen years old her 
religious freedom had been 
taken from her. Two weeks later 
she was baptized into Christ, not 
by me, by the seventeen year 
old boy who had taught her the 
gospel plan of salvation. This 
was accomplished by going to 
the beach for a "swim." 

Her parents have 
expressed a belief in Religious 
Freedom, but, evidently, it does 
not extend to their own daughter. 
At present they do not know that 
their daughter is a Christian, a 
child of God. Nor do they know 
of the great courage she has 
had to display so young. Neither 
do they fully realize the great 
love she has for them, and the 
even greater love she has for 
the Son of God. 

What will be the final 
outcome? We cannot know. We 
pray that she will be able to 
remain faithful in the face of 
such opposition, and, just as 
earnestly, we pray that we might 
be able to touch the hearts of 
her parents that they might be 
an encouragement and not a 
hindrance to their daughter. 
 

Lessons To Be Learned 
 

First, let us learn not to take the 
blessings of God for granted. 

They could, and may, be taken 
away from us. 
 

Second, let us learn that we are 
never too young to teach others 
the truth. Oft time’s teenagers 
can reach other teens when all 
adults would fail. It has 
happened! 
 

Third, as parents, let us learn 
that our children must be given 
their religious freedom. We must 
teach, strengthen, and 
encourage them that they 
might make the right decision, 
but that decision MUST be 
theirs. Worship of and service to 
God must be freely given. We 
cannot drive others, not even 
our own children, to an 
acceptance of the truth. 
 

Fourth, let us learn to have the 
courage of our faith-like this 
babe in Christ. 
 

Fifth, let us marvel at the truth of 
God's word. "Think not that I 
came to send peace on the 
earth: I came not to send 
peace, but a sword. For I 
came to set a man at variance 
against his father, and the 
daughter against her mother, 
and the daughter in law 
against her mother in law: and 
a man's foes shall be they of 
his own household. He that 



 3 

loveth father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me" 
(Matthew. 10:34-37). 
(Author Note: Eventually her 

parents learned of her obedience. 
Her father suffered no physical 
problems from that knowledge. The 
last time I heard about this sister-in-
Christ she was living in another part 
of the state and faithfully serving 
God.) 
 

Carry A Bible! 

By Paul Sain 

 The Pony Express ran 
from St. Joseph, Missouri to 
Sacramento, California – a long 
1900 miles.  Forty riders would 
cover the distance in 10 days. 
Everything had to be light.  
Saddles were small.  Mail 
pouches were flat.  No guns 
were carried.  Letters were 
written on thin paper.  Yet, when 
a rider first signed on, he was 
given what was considered 
standard equipment – a full size 
Bible – and it was taken on 
every trip! 
 The Bible should always 
be considered standard 
equipment to everyone!  It is the 
only book that meets the needs 
of man under all conditions of 
life. 
 May we encourage you 
to carry it, read it, study it, live it-

and your life will be changed if 
you do. 

 

Invite Night – Tonight!t 

 “Am I Really Making a 
Difference?” 

 

Our Next Gospel Meeting 
March 3-8, 2013 David Lanius 

The Human Body 

Minute Messages Vol. I 

 

In 24 hours, your body will 

… 
 

- Have its heart beat 

103,000 times. 

- Breath about 23,000 

times 

- Inhale 430 cubic feet 

of air 

- Consume about three 

pounds of food 

- Drink about three 

quarts of water 

- Speak over 4,800 

words 

- Use over 700 muscles 

- Use 7,000,000 brain 

cells 

- Walk seven miles 
 

Every aspect of the human 

body declares the greatness 

of its Creator, Jehovah God. 
 

With great technological 

advancements by man, and 

vast human knowledge, we 

quickly agree that no 
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machine we might design or 

create could even begin to 

approach the capacity of the 

human body.  Truly, the 

Psalmist said it correctly, “I 

am fearfully and wonderfully 

made.”  (Psalm 139:14). 

Sahara Desert 

A Selected Thought 

 

The Sahara Desert is a three 

and a half million square mile 

expanse of arid land in North 

Africa, west of the Nile 

River.  It is almost the size of 

the United States, and is 

growing larger.  The history 

of the Sahara Desert is 

interesting. 

 

Long ago, Romans made this 

area the granary of Rome by 

employing soil conservation 

and water management.  

When the Romans left, 

nomads ruined the land.  

Trees were cut for fuel.  

Dams and irrigation channels 

were abandoned.  Goats 

grazed upon saplings.  

Topsoil eroded.  The land had 

been highly productive, but 

when ravaged, it became 

nothing but “waste”. 

 

All have talents and great 

opportunities.  What we 

choose to do with our lives 

will determine if we become 

“productive” or “wasteland.”  

Let us realize the value of our 

soul and prepare for eternity. 


