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April 14, 2024

Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Susie Allen’s brother, Mike Browning, is grieving the loss of his wife (Diane) and an infant great-

grandchild, both in the last two weeks. Please remember this family. 
Recovering from surgery; Euel Cleary (hand), Ezra Marchbanks (tonsils), Cody Parsons (achilles 

tendon), Donna Turk (neck). 
Others recently ill: April Clark, Dave Curry, the Giltner family, Jim Evans (now home from 

rehab), Tracy Parsons (recent stroke), Virginia Purcell; Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra (recent 
hospitalization). 

Canaan Shaffner has moved to Texas for his new job, and his family will remain here until the 
end of the school year. Please pray for them during this time of separation and transition. 

College students: Abby Provines, Maddy Provines. 
Gospel preachers supported: Christian Asgill (Sierra Leone), Serghei Corcimaru (Moldova). 
Kevin & Whitney Colvin (Kinley & Krew) are expecting a new addition to their family in June. 

Cancer: Keith Bex’s stepfather, Ben Kasey; Megan Boser’s father, Randy Penner; Butchers’ 
daughters, Sherri Black and Lynn Maudlin; Norma Cleary’s nephew, Larry Cain; Cecilia Garvin’s 
niece, Ruby Breeding; Loretta Hendricks’ friend, Rick Kerr; Eli McCauley’s grandmother, Cindy 
Hill; Virginia Purcell’s sister, Ruth Denton; Jenna Reynolds’ cousin, Brent Baker; Betty Rhoton’s 
husband, JR; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; Brooke Sandy’s mother and Todd Walker’s sister, 
Ronna Howell; Shannon Shaffer’s mother, Sally; Andrea Shaffner’s friend, Katy Rosado; Leeannie 
Mattu. 

Chronic health problems: Gannon Marchbanks; Tracy Parsons; Maddy Provines (Lyme 
disease); Ryan Provines; Virginia Purcell; Chris Reynolds; Geneal Rich; Betty Rhoton; Jan Riggin; 
Audrey Wrather; Keith Bex’s mother, Linda; Thelma Butcher’s niece, Debbi Robinetta; Bruce 
Carpenter’s father, Charles; April Clark and Kyle Turner’s grandmother, Nadine Campbell; Kevin 
Colvin’s grandfather, John Colvin; Whitney Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Shawna Evans’ 
mother, Donna Rosenberger; Maria Gregory’s mother, Angela Gervase; Jeff Hendrick’s father, 
Don; Loretta Hendricks’ brother, Ed Purdy; Jeremy Paschall’s father, Jerry, grandmother, 
Margaret Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; Becky Provines’ mother, Sharon Sparks; Kassidi Rios’ 
cousin, Allen Zwiers; Sandee Torres’ father, Howell McKenzie; Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; 
Heather Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn 
Naylor’s friend, Angela Lane; Gary Henry; Paige Pollard; Sharon Pollard. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec Brumfield; Christine Campbell; James 
Evans; Adam & Katrina Willis; JR Rhoton; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family. 

Upcoming events: 
Young adult study (~18-25 years old) — Sunday, April 28, 6 pm, at the Paschalls’ house. 
Monthly Monday study — April 29, 10:30 am, at church building — Types & Shadows, ch. 9. 
Ladies’ study — Date TBD, 10:30 am, at the church building — Grace…, Lesson 12. 
Men’s study — Saturday, May 11, 9 am, at the church building — I Sought For A Man, Lesson 3. 

Announcements:                     
                         

Sinful Pride 
R. J. Evans 

“Pride is spiritual cancer: it eats up the very possibility of love, or contentment, or even common 
sense.” — C. S. Lewis 

Pride is a sin that is condemned many times in the Bible, yet it is so deceptive and insidious that it 
threatens all of us in various ways. It is such a dangerous sin, because it is so easily seen and 
loathed in others, but rarely recognized in one’s own life. 

The sin of pride has kept multitudes of individuals from obeying God and faithfully doing His will. 
The first thing required of any person who would please God is to humble himself. And pride keeps 
so many from ever doing what God has commanded in such passages as James 4:10: “Humble 
yourselves in the sight of the Lord, And He will lift you up.” 

God’s attitude toward pride is expressed in such passages as Proverbs 16:5: “Everyone who is proud 
in heart is an abomination to the Lord.” One of the seven abominations that God hates is “A proud 
look” (Proverbs 6:17). 

Even when we have done some good deed, we must be careful not to allow pride to step in and 
cause us to “blow our own horn” — “do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing” 
(Matthew 6:3). The Bible says, “Let another man praise you, and not your own mouth; A stranger, 
and not your own lips” (Proverbs 27:2). In other words, if there is a reason we should be praised, let 
it be done by our friends, brethren or companions with modesty. We may have done something 
worthwhile, but let us not forget that the value of the deed may be grossly inflated in our own 
minds. But, in the minds of our listeners, the deed, no matter how good, may not be accepted for 
the value we perceive it to have. So when we do our good works and good deeds, don’t exaggerate, 
overstate or magnify them—they may become the biggest enemy we have—don’t nourish them by 
boasting! If they are truly worthwhile, the world will know about it. Then we can graciously receive 
commendation, and retain the utmost respect in doing so. 

Someone has said that pride is “the welcome mat to every spiritual prison cell.” Pride can be such a 
stronghold — it cheats wherever it plays. Let us all be mindful that “Pride goes before destruction, 
And a haughty spirit before a fall” and “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he 
fall” (Proverbs 16:18; 1 Corinthians 10:12).


