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February 18, 2024

Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Welcome to our Greenwood family — Sharon Serguta, Karen Workman, Jared & Jenna Boone! 
Cody Parsons ruptured his Achilles tendon last week and will have surgery to repair it tomorrow 

afternoon at St. Francis Hospital, followed by 4-6 months of recovery. 
Jim Evans, Ruth’s husband, has been transferred to Greenwood Health & Living Community, 937 

Fry Rd., for a couple weeks to rebuild his strength. 
Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR, received chemotherapy on Thursday. In about a month, he will have 

a PET scan to assess his condition. Your continued prayers are appreciated. 
Recovering from surgery: Cecilia Garvin; Jenna Reynolds’ mother, Kim McCann. 
Others recently ill: April Clark, Samantha Fletcher, Leonard & Maria Gregory, Justice Lee, Lynn 

Naylor, Maddy Provines (Lyme disease), Faye Raymer. 
College students: Abby Provines, Maddy Provines. 
Gospel preachers supported: Christian Asgill (Sierra Leone), Serghei Corcimaru (Moldova). 
Kevin & Whitney Colvin (Kinley & Krew) are expecting a new addition to their family in June. 

Cancer: Butchers’ daughters, Sherri Black & Lynn Maudlin; Norma Cleary’s nephew, Larry Cain; 
Cecilia Garvin’s niece, Ruby Breeding; Virginia Purcell’s sister, Ruth Denton; Betty Rhoton’s 
husband, JR; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; Brooke Sandy’s mother and Todd Walker’s sister, 
Ronna Howell; Eli McCauley’s grandmother, Cindy Hill; Keith Bex’s stepfather, Ben Kasey; 
Leeannie Mattu; Andrea Shaffner’s friend, Katy Rosado. 

Chronic health problems: Tracy Parsons; Maddy Provines; Ryan Provines; Virginia Purcell; 
Betty Rhoton; Jan Riggin; Audrey Wrather; Keith Bex’s mother, Linda; Thelma Butcher’s niece, 
Debbi Robinetta; April Clark & Kyle Turner’s grandmother, Nadine Campbell; Whitney Colvin’s 
grandfather, Larry Ping; Shawna Evans’ mother, Donna Rosenberger; Jeff Hendrick’s father, Don; 
Loretta Hendricks’ brother, Ed Purdy; Jeremy Paschall’s father, Jerry, grandmother, Margaret 
Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; Becky Provines’ mother, Sharon Sparks; Sandee Torres’ father, 
Howell McKenzie; Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; Heather Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson; 
Neil Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s friend, Angela Lane; Brian Emrich; Paige 
Pollard; Sharon Pollard. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec Brumfield; Christine Campbell; James 
Evans; Adam & Katrina Willis; JR Rhoton; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family. 

Upcoming events: 
GOSPEL MEETING with Gary Henry — Theme: “Walking in Christ” — March 10-15, 2024. 
Young adult study (~18-25 years old) — Sunday, February 25, 6 pm, at the Paschalls’ house. 
Monthly Monday study — February 26, 10:30 am, at church building — Types & Shadows, ch. 8. 
Men’s study will resume Saturday, March 9, 9 am, at the church building. 
Ladies’ study — Friday, April 5, 10:30 am, at the church building — Grace…, Lesson 11. 

Announcements:                     
                         

The Shield 
Terry W. Benton 

In all the armor of God there is a piece of protection called “the shield of faith” with which “you can 
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one” (Ephesians 6:15). That is a powerful thing to have 
and use. Another way of saying that is, “nothing Satan tries to throw at you is more powerful than 
the shield of faith that God has given you.” Now, here is the thing. If you lay down your faith shield 
every time a problem comes along, then Satan wins every time. He gets to you, discourages, 
disheartens, and defeats you. You have to see what is coming, actually hold the shield of faith up, 
and when you do, you are never defeated. You learn the value of lifting the shield into place. The 
shield is composed of faith in God, faith that He is with you, and that He is greater than all the evil 
forces. Don’t lay the shield aside when problems come at you. That is the very time to pick it up and 
use it. Think of the times David picked up the shield of faith to protect him from the many dangers 
and attacks of evil people with evil motives. 

 Psalm 3:3-4 — But You, O LORD, are a shield for me, 
              My glory and the One who lifts up my head. 
              I cried to the LORD with my voice, 
              And He heard me from His holy hill. 

 Psalm 5:12 — For You, O LORD, will bless the righteous; 
            With favor You will surround him as with a shield. 

 Psalm 18:2-3 — The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; 
   My God, my strength, in whom I will trust; 
   My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
   I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised; 
   So shall I be saved from my enemies. 

 Psalm 18:30 — As for God, His way is perfect; 
               The word of the LORD is proven; 
               He is a shield to all who trust in Him. 

The difference between us and David may come down to which one of us actually picked up the 
shield of faith and used it when the fiery dart was slung toward us. Did we use the shield? We are 
not promised a problem-free life here. We are given powerful armor to deal with whatever comes at 
us. Learn quickly to use the shield.


