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December 17, 2023

Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Elders Congregational Update from this past Wednesday evening was recorded and is available 

for your review in the Members-only section of our website. 
Susie Allen’s brother, David Browning, passed away this past Monday. Please remember Susie 

and her family in your prayers and kind deeds. 
Betty Rhoton is recovering from a kyphoplasty procedure (injecting cement into the fractured 

vertebrae), done this past Tuesday. It went well, so please pray for the success of this 
procedure and relief of her pain. 

Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR, received favorable news this past week and was able to have his 
chemotherapy treatment. Please pray for his physical and spiritual health. 

Recovering from recent surgery: Lynn Naylor (eye), Shawn Carpenter (foot), Sheila Kazmierzak 
(knee), Faye Raymer’s grandson. 

Keith Bex’s stepfather, Ben Kasey, has been transferred to Stonebridge in Bedford for post-
surgery rehab. Further treatment will be determined after the first of the new year. 

Others recently ill: Polly Brumfield, April Clark, David Garvin, Maddy Provines (Lyme disease). 
College students: Abby Provines, Maddy Provines. 
Gospel preachers supported: Christian Asgill (Sierra Leone), Serghei Corcimaru (Moldova). 

Cancer: Butchers’ daughters, Sherri Black & Lynn Maudlin; Norma Cleary’s nephew, Larry Cain; 
Cecilia Garvin’s niece, Ruby Breeding; Virginia Purcell’s sister, Ruth Denton; Betty Rhoton’s 
husband, JR; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; Brooke Sandy’s mother and Todd Walker’s sister, 
Ronna Howell; Eli McCauley’s grandmother, Cindy Hill; Keith Bex’s stepfather, Ben Kasey. 

Chronic health problems: Tracy Parsons; Ryan Provines; Virginia Purcell; Jan Riggin; Audrey 
Wrather; Keith Bex’s mother, Linda; Thelma Butcher’s niece, Debbi Robinetta; April Clark & Kyle 
Turner’s grandmother, Nadine Campbell; Whitney Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Shawna 
Evans’ mother, Donna Rosenberger; Jeff Hendrick’s father, Don; Loretta Hendricks’ brother, Ed 
Purdy; Jeremy Paschall’s father, Jerry, grandmother, Margaret Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; 
Becky Provines’ mother, Sharon Sparks; Jenna Reynolds’ grandmother, Delores Elliot; Sandee 
Torres’ father, Howell McKenzie; Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; Heather Tremblett’s mother, 
Karen Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s friend, Angela Lane; 
Brian Emrich; Paige Pollard; Sharon Pollard. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec Brumfield; Christine Campbell; James 
Evans; Adam & Katrina Willis; JR Rhoton; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family. 

Upcoming events: 
Monthly Monday study — January 29, 10:30 am, at church building — Types & Shadows, ch. 7. 
Ladies’ study — Friday, January 12, 10:30 am, at the church building — Grace…, Lesson 8. 
Men’s study will resume in January 2024. 
Young adult study (~18-25 years old) — Sunday, January 28, 6 pm, at the Paschalls’ house. 

Announcements:                     

                         

Working with Elders 

Greg Gwin 

Hebrews 13:17 says, “Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for 
they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, 
and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.” When the writer mentions those 
“that have the rule over you,” it is a clear reference to the elders. 1 Timothy 5:17 speaks of 
“elders that rule well.” Now, what are we to do in respect to the elders? “Obey them…
and submit yourselves.” 

In what areas should we obey and submit to the elders? In matters of faith and doctrine? 
Absolutely not — at least not if they teach or instruct us in anything that is different from 
the word of God (Galatians 1:8,9). We should always “obey God rather than men” (Acts 
5:29). And so, our submission in matters of faith and doctrine is to the Lord, and not to 
any man (2 John 9-11). 

It seems then that the only area where the elders have decision making power — to which 
we must submit — is in matters of judgment. In the authorized work of any local 
congregation there will be many judgments to make about our collective work. Where? 
When? Who? And to some extent, How? These are all questions that must be decided. 
Now, the elders ought not to attempt to be “lords over God’s heritage” (1 Peter 5:3). We 
would hope that they are constantly seeking the input of every faithful member as such 
decisions are made. But when the final judgment is made — whether it was in agreement 
with our own personal judgment or not — we have a command: “Obey them…and 
submit yourselves.” 

The next time you are tempted to question some decision of the elders, or to argue for your 
own point-of-view, think again about the instruction of Hebrews 13:17. If it is a matter of 
faith or doctrine, then be ready to stand firmly for what is right. But if it is an area of 
judgment, give in quickly to the decision that has been made, humbly submitting yourself.


