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December 3, 2023

Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
We have two new sisters in Christ! Sharon Serguta and Karen Workman were baptized yesterday 

afternoon. Please pray for them and encourage them as they begin their new lives in Christ. 
Betty Rhoton is suffering from another compression fracture in her back. She will have a 

kyphoplasty procedure (injecting cement into the fractured vertebrae) on Tuesday, December 
12. Please pray for the success of this procedure and relief of her pain. 

Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR, will have a PET Scan on Wednesday, then labs and oncologist 
consultation on Thursday. Those will determine the course of future cancer treatments. 

Keith Bex’s stepfather, Ben Kasey, has been diagnosed with bladder cancer, and scans show no 
spread. He is scheduled for surgery on Wednesday, December 6, and pathology reports will 
determine if additional treatment is necessary. 

Recovering from recent surgery: Lynn Naylor (eye), Shawn Carpenter (foot), Sheila Kazmierzak 
(knee), Faye Raymer’s grandson. 

Others recently ill: Hannah Brouse, Garrett Evans, David Garvin, Vincent Marchbanks, Erma 
Parker, Maddy Provines (Lyme disease), Kassidi Rios, Sheila Sanders (pneumonia), Jullian & 
Shelby Skinner, Eddie Torres. 

College students: Abby Provines, Maddy Provines. 
Gospel preachers supported: Christian Asgill (Sierra Leone), Serghei Corcimaru (Moldova). 

Cancer: Butchers’ daughters, Sherri Black & Lynn Maudlin; Norma Cleary’s nephew, Larry Cain; 
Cecilia Garvin’s niece, Ruby Breeding; Virginia Purcell’s sister, Ruth Denton; Betty Rhoton’s 
husband, JR; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; Brooke Sandy’s mother and Todd Walker’s sister, 
Ronna Howell; Eli McCauley’s grandmother, Cindy Hill; Keith Bex’s stepfather, Ben Kasey. 

Chronic health problems: Tracy Parsons; Ryan Provines; Virginia Purcell; Jan Riggin; Audrey 
Wrather; Susie Allen’s brother, David Browning; Keith Bex’s mother, Linda; Thelma Butcher’s 
niece, Debbi Robinetta; April Clark & Kyle Turner’s grandmother, Nadine Campbell; Whitney 
Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Shawna Evans’ mother, Donna Rosenberger; Jeff Hendrick’s 
father, Don; Loretta Hendricks’ brother, Ed Purdy; Jeremy Paschall’s father, Jerry, grandmother, 
Margaret Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; Becky Provines’ mother, Sharon Sparks; Jenna 
Reynolds’ grandmother, Delores Elliot; Sandee Torres’ father, Howell McKenzie; Todd Walker’s 
mother, Sandra; Heather Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s mother, Linda 
Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s friend, Angela Lane; Brian Emrich; Paige Pollard; Sharon Pollard. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec Brumfield; Christine Campbell; James 
Evans; Adam & Katrina Willis; JR Rhoton; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family. 

Upcoming events: 
Monthly Monday study — TOMORROW, 10:30 am, at church building — Types & Shadows, ch. 7 
Ladies’ study — THIS Friday, December 8, 10:30 am, at the church building — Grace…, Lesson 8. 
Elders Congregational Update — Wednesday evening, December 13. 
Men’s study will resume in January 2024. 
Young adult study (~18-25 years old) — Sunday, January 28, 6 pm, at the Paschalls’ house. 

Announcements:                     

                         

Reach for Holiness Before Happiness 

Gary Henry 

“Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord” (Hebrews 
12:14). 

HOLINESS IS A HIGHER PRIORITY THAN HAPPINESS. It should rank higher in our scale of 
values than happiness, and maintaining its presence in our lives should be a matter of more 
pressing concern. The pursuit of holiness should be what we’re known for. 

To say that anything is more important than happiness sounds absurd to our modern ears, of 
course. The very idea flies in the face of popular philosophy. Even when it comes to religious 
philosophy, most people nowadays take it as their basic premise that God “wants us to be happy.” 
We even use that benchmark to decide what God’s will is in the first place. Faced with various 
interpretations of scriptural teaching, we choose the one that we think would make us the happiest. 
And if someone challenges the correctness of our decision, our reply is often predictable: “Well, I 
just can’t believe that God wouldn’t want me to be happy.” 

But while the “pursuit of happiness” may be a social and political priority, it does not rank at the top 
of any scriptural list of criteria by which our conduct is to be decided. Although long-term joy, 
properly defined, was His objective (Hebrews 12:1-2), Jesus often chose the difficult over the easy, 
and the painful over the pleasant: “Not My will, but Yours, be done” (Luke 22:42). 

None of this is meant to imply that happiness is unimportant. It certainly is important, to some 
extent. But to whatever extent happiness matters, the way to achieve it is not to make it the main 
objective in life, as many people do. Happiness comes mostly to those who are willing to be 
unhappy, if need be, while they work on goals of greater significance. God, our Creator, is a better 
manager of our happiness than we are, and in the long run, we’ll be happier if we seek Him first and 
let Him decide how much happiness we can handle without forgetting Him. If we had to, we could 
survive the loss of any amount of happiness, but no one can survive the absence of holiness. So 
that’s the thing most worth pursuing . . . and if we don’t do that, then death will be our doom. 

“No man should desire to be happy who is not at the same time holy. He should spend his efforts in 
seeking to know and do the will of God, leaving to Christ the matter of how happy he shall be” (A. 
W. Tozer).


