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October 29, 2023

Special Notes & Prayer Requests:

Nancy Starr, Tessa Marchbanks’ mother-in-law, was recently baptized into Christ! Please 

welcome and encourage our new sister in Christ.

Please welcome to our Greenwood family: Justin & Leah Jones; Edna, Elian, Judith, and Titus.

Isaiah Evans is now a member of the New Castle church; Joshua Evans intends to do the same.

Ryan Provines fell yesterday, resulting in a large gash on his forehead and orbital fractures 

around his eye. No surgery will be required, but please pray for his recovery.

JR Rhoton is scheduled for his next chemotherapy treatment this week.

Betty Rhoton is suffering with severe back pain.

Others recently ill: Audrey Wrather, Ruth Evans, Bradley Bowling, Jenna Reynolds’ father.

Ben Allen is scheduled for a heart cath procedure on Tuesday morning, October 31.

Sheila Kazmierzak is scheduled for knee replacement surgery on November 9.

Loretta Hendricks’ brother, Ed Purdy, recent liver transplant, is now having kidney problems.

College students: Abby Provines, Maddy Provines.

Gospel preachers supported: Christian Asgill (Sierra Leone), Serghei Corcimaru (Moldova).


Cancer: Butchers’ daughters, Sherri Black & Lynn Maudlin; Norma Cleary’s nephew, Larry Cain; 
Cecilia Garvin’s niece, Ruby Breeding; Virginia Purcell’s sister, Ruth Denton; Betty Rhoton’s 
husband, JR; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; Brooke Sandy’s mother and Todd Walker’s sister, 
Ronna Howell; Eli McCauley’s grandmother, Cindy Hill.


Chronic health problems: Tracy Parsons; Ryan Provines; Virginia Purcell; Jan Riggin; Audrey 
Wrather; Susie Allen’s brother, David Browning; Keith Bex’s mother, Linda; Thelma Butcher’s 
niece, Debbi Robinetta; April Clark & Kyle Turner’s grandmother, Nadine Campbell; Whitney 
Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Shawna Evans’ mother, Donna Rosenberger; Jeff Hendrick’s 
father, Don; Loretta Hendricks’ brother, Ed Purdy; Jeremy Paschall’s father, Jerry, grandmother, 
Margaret Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; Becky Provines’ mother, Sharon Sparks; Jenna 
Reynolds’ grandmother, Delores Elliot; Sandee Torres’ father, Howell McKenzie; Todd Walker’s 
mother, Sandra; Heather Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s mother, Linda 
Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s friend, Angela Lane; Brian Emrich; Paige Pollard; Sharon Pollard.


Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec Brumfield; Christine Campbell; James 
Evans; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family.


Upcoming events:

Monthly Monday study — TOMORROW, 10:30am, at church building — Types & Shadows, ch. 6.

Ladies’ study — Friday, November 10, 10:30 am, at the church building — Grace…, Lesson 7.

Young adult study (~18-25 years old) — Sunday, November 26, 6 pm, at the Paschalls’ house.

Men’s study will resume in January 2024.


Announcements: 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

How to Listen in Church 
Robert F. Turner


Ever get sleepy during the sermon? (Not mine, of course.) Truth is, any one of us may find 
our attention wandering now and then. Long attention spans are difficult under the best of 
circumstances. The preacher bears a heavy responsibility here, for subject matter, style of 
presentation, relevance, and many other factors which contribute to a “live” wide-awake 
audience. But the speaker cannot do it all. Nor is it enough to prove by the Scriptures that 
we should be vitally interested. We know that — and yet we may need motivation. Perhaps 
we could even learn how to become better listeners.


Jesus said, “Take heed...how ye hear” (Luke 8:18). Not with dulled hearing and closed 
eyes, shunning the truth (Matthew 13:15-16); nor with preconceived notions that prevent 
our receiving truth (Matthew 16:21-23). The people I now have in mind do not belong in 
these categories. But there are “good” people whose minds wander, or are easily 
distracted; and this article is bold to make some suggestions for getting more out of the 
sermon and of worship as a whole.


1. Sit toward the front of the auditorium; close enough to feel the speaker is 
talking to you. Do this not just to better hear the speaker, but to improve the 
“oneness” of feeling essential to good communication. It puts fewer distractions 
between you and the speaker, allows you to better “read” his expressions, gestures, 
etc. It also makes for better singing and a “closer” feeling for the Lord’s supper and 
other worship. Yes, there are mothers with babies who need to sit closer to the 
nursery; sick and elderly who need easier access to the restrooms; and always a 
certain number who “couldn’t care less” about the worship, but come (now and 
then) for unknown reasons. Leave the back seats for them.


2. Become a participant, not an observer. In Christianity all saints are priests 
in a holy, royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:5,9). Each is a worshiper; praying and singing 
with the leader, remembering Christ in the communion, giving freely with the 
Lord’s work in mind, and learning — repeating in your own mind — that which is 
being taught. Being a true learner is not a passive process, but requires distinct 
participation with the teacher.


Cont’d, inside →



A Serpent and A Savior (Numbers 21.4-9; John 3.14-18)


I. The up-lifted serpent (Numbers 21.4-9) —


A. Israel’s ______________________________ and ___________________. (v 5-6)


B. The ______________________________________________ of God’s plan. (v 8)


C. The __________________ bore a striking resemblance to the ______________. (v 8)


D. Healing was universally __________________________________________. (v 8)


E. One was required to respond in _____________________________________. (v 8)


F. Those who submitted were ________________________________________. (v 9)


G. Those who didn’t were condemned to ____________________________________.


II. The up-lifted Savior (John 3.14-18) —


A. Our __________________ and __________. (Isaiah 53.6; 59.1-2; Romans 3.23; 6.23)


B. The __________________________________ of God’s plan. (1 Corinthians 1.23-25)


C. The ____________________ bears a striking resemblance to the _______________.


D. Healing is universally ____________________________. (John 3.15-16; 1 John 2.1-2)


E. One is required to respond in ____________. (John 3.15-16, 18; Acts 22.16; 1 Peter 3.21)


F. Those who submit are _____________________. (John 3.15-16, 18; cf. Hebrews 5.8-9)


G. Those who don’t are condemned to _______________________. (John 3.18; Acts 4.12)


III. Conclusion —


A. By His __________, God made provisions by which the _______________________ 

could be saved from the deadly bite of the _________________ if they would respond in 

______________________________ ________________________________.


B. By His __________, God made provisions by which  _________________________ 

can be saved from the deadly bite of _______________________ if we will respond in 

______________________________ ________________________________.

3. Take notes, learn to outline the message. Some are content to jot down the 
Scriptures used — and that is good. But this can be done without much thinking 
with the speaker. If we would make an effort to jot down his main points (in our 
own brief wording) and note their relation to one another and to the subject, we 
would find ourselves much more of a participant — and certainly a much better 
listener.


4. Question what you hear. Is that a valid point, proven by the Scripture used? 
You will not be able to think the matter through during the sermon, but a question 
mark beside the point will remind you to “check it out” when you are home. This 
word of caution: one can be a “noble Berean” (Acts 17:11) without becoming an 
habitual critic of the work of others. Learn constructive criticism, and apply it to 
your own work.


5. Listen with the intention of making this your message, when you have 
time to think it through. How would you tell this to others? How could you improve 
on it, to fit some one you need to teach? This point of view can have an amazing 
effect on your attention span.


6. Make self-application of the lesson. How can this improve my life for Christ? 
How does it fit my personal needs? Listen with a tender conscience, ready to learn 
and adjust your life accordingly.


You can have the blessings of Jesus Christ if you will learn to be a good listener. The Savior 
said, “Blessed are your ears, for they hear.” He also said, “Blessed are they which do hunger 
and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled” (Matthew 13:16; 5:6). With a little 
practice on the above, and this kind of incentive, you may not notice the preacher ran 
overtime.

Oct 29 – Nov 4 
John 6

John 7

John 8

John 9

John 10 

November 5-11 
John 11

John 12

John 13

John 14

John 15

 

 

Jan 1-7 
Mark 1

Mark 2

Mark 3

Mark 4

Mark 5


Jan 8-14 
Mark 6

Mark 7

Mark 8

Mark 9

Mark 10


Jan 15-21 
Mark 11

Mark 12

Mark 13

Mark 14

Mark 15


Jan 22-28 
Mark 16

Gal 1

Gal 2

Gal 3

Gal 4


Jan 29-Feb 4 
Gal 5

Gal 6

Eph 1

Eph 2

Eph 3 

Feb 5-11 
Eph 4

Eph 5

Eph 6

Phil 1

Phil 2


Feb 12-18 
Phil 3

Phil 4

Heb 1

Heb 2

Heb 3


Feb 19-25 
Heb 4

Heb 5

Heb 6

Heb 7

Heb 8


Feb 26-Mar 4 
Heb 9

Heb 10

Heb 11

Heb 12

Heb 13


Mar 5-11 
Col 1

Col 2

Col 3

Col 4

Luke 1 

Mar 12-18 
Luke 2

Luke 3

Luke 4

Luke 5

Luke 6


Mar 19-25 
Luke 7

Luke 8

Luke 9

Luke 10

Luke 11


Mar 26-Apr 1 
Luke 12

Luke 13

Luke 14

Luke 15

Luke 16


Apr 2-8 
Luke 17

Luke 18

Luke 19

Luke 20

Luke 21


Apr 9-15 
Luke 22

Luke 23

Luke 24

Acts 1

Acts 2


Apr 16-22 
Acts 3

Acts 4

Acts 5

Acts 6

Acts 7


Apr 23-29 
Acts 8

Acts 9

Acts 10

Acts 11

Acts 12 

Apr 30-May 6 
Acts 13

Acts 14

Acts 15

Acts 16

Acts 17


May 7-13 
Acts 18

Acts 19

Acts 20

Acts 21

Acts 22


May 14-20 
Acts 23

Acts 24

Acts 25

Acts 26

Acts 27


May 21-27 
Acts 28

Rom 1

Rom 2

Rom 3

Rom 4


May 28-June 3 
Rom 5

Rom 6

Rom 7

Rom 8

Rom 9


June 4-10 
Rom 10

Rom 11

Rom 12

Rom 13

Rom 14


June 11-17 
Rom 15

Rom 16

1 Thes 1

1 Thes 2

1 Thes 3 

June 18-24 
1 Thes 4

1 Thes 5

2 Thes 1

2 Thes 2

2 Thes 3


June 25-July 1 
1 Tim 1

1 Tim 2

1 Tim 3

1 Tim 4

1 Tim 5


July 2-8 
1 Tim 6

2 Tim 1

2 Tim 2

2 Tim 3

2 Tim 4


July 9-15 
Titus 1

Titus 2

Titus 3

Philemon

Jude


July 16-22 
Matt 1

Matt 2

Matt 3

Matt 4

Matt 5


July 23-29 
Matt 6

Matt 7

Matt 8

Matt 9

Matt 10


July 30-Aug 5 
Matt 11

Matt 12

Matt 13

Matt 14

Matt 15 

Aug 6-12 
Matt 16

Matt 17

Matt 18

Matt 19

Matt 20


Aug 13-19 
Matt 21

Matt 22

Matt 23

Matt 24

Matt 25


Aug 20-26 
Matt 26

Matt 27

Matt 28

1 Cor 1

1 Cor 2


Aug 27-Sep 2 
1 Cor 3

1 Cor 4

1 Cor 5

1 Cor 6

1 Cor 7


Sep 3-9 
1 Cor 8

1 Cor 9

1 Cor 10

1 Cor 11

1 Cor 12


Sep 10-16 
1 Cor 13

1 Cor 14

1 Cor 15

1 Cor 16

2 Cor 1


Sep 17-23 
2 Cor 2

2 Cor 3

2 Cor 4

2 Cor 5

2 Cor 6 

Sep 24-30 
2 Cor 7

2 Cor 8

2 Cor 9

2 Cor 10

2 Cor 11


Oct 1-7 
2 Cor 12

2 Cor 13

James 1

James 2

James 3


Oct 8-14 
James 4

James 5

1 Pet 1

1 Pet 2

1 Pet 3


Oct 15-21 
1 Pet 4

1 Pet 5

2 Pet 1

2 Pet 2

2 Pet 3


Oct 22-28 
John 1

John 2

John 3

John 4

John 5


Oct 29-Nov 4 
John 6

John 7

John 8

John 9

John 10


Nov 5-10 
John 11

John 12

John 13

John 14

John 15 

Nov 12-18 
John 16

John 17

John 18

John 19

John 20


Nov 19-25 
John 21

1 John 1

1 John 2

1 John 3

1 John 4


Nov 26-Dec 2 
1 John 5

2 John

3 John

Rev 1

Rev 2


Dec 3-9 
Rev 3

Rev 4

Rev 5

Rev 6

Rev 7


Dec 10-16 
Rev 8

Rev 9

Rev 10

Rev 11

Rev 12


Dec 17-23 
Rev 13

Rev 14

Rev 15

Rev 16

Rev 17


Dec 24-Jan 30 
Rev 18

Rev 19

Rev 20

Rev 21

Rev 22

Week 37
� Isa 45-48; 1 Cor 13
� Isa 49-52; Psalm 69; 1 Cor 14
� Isa 53-55; Psalm 128; 1 Cor 15
� Isa 56-59; Psalm 70; 1 Cor 16
� Is 60-63; 2 Cor 1
Week 38
� Isa 64-66; 2 Cor 2
� 2 Kings 21; 2 Chr 33; Ps 71; 2 Cor 3
� Nahum; Psalm 149; 2 Cor 4
� 2 Kings 22-23; Psalm 73; 2 Cor 5
� 2 Chr 34-35; 2 Cor 6
Week 39
� Habakkuk; 2 Cor 7
� Zephaniah; Psalm 74; 2 Cor 8
� Jeremiah 1-4; Psalm 130; 2 Cor 9
� Jer 5-7; Psalm 75; 2 Cor 10
� Jer 8-10; 2 Cor 11
Week 40
� Jer 11-13; 2 Cor 12
� Jer 14-16; Psalm 76; 2 Cor 13
� Jer 17-20; James 1
� Jer 22, 23, 26; Psalm 77; James 2
� Jer 25, 35, 36, 45; Ps 133; James 3
Week 41
� Jer 27, 28, 29, 24; James 4
� Jer 37, 21, 34; Psalm 79; James 5
� Jer 30-33; 1 Peter 1
� Jer 38, 39, 52; 1 Pet 2
� 2 Kin 24-25; 2 Chr 36; Ps 126; 1 Pt 3
Week 42
� Lamentations; Psalm 137; 1 Peter 4
� Obadiah; Jer 40-42; Ps 147; 1 Pet 5
� Jer 43, 44, 46; 2 Pet 1
� Jer 47, 48, 49; Ps 80; 2 Pet 2
� Jer 50-51; 2 Pet 3
Week 43
� Ezekiel 1-3; John 1
� Ezek 4-6; Psalm 82; John 2
� Ezek 7-9; John 3
� Ezek 10-12; Psalm 83; John 4
� Ezek 13-15; Psalm 136; John 5
Week 44
� Ezekiel 16-18; John 6
� Ezek 19-21; Psalm 84; John 7
� Ezek 22-24; Psalm 134; John 8
� Ezek 25-27; Psalm 85; John 9
� Ezek 28-30; John 10
Week 45
� Ezekiel 31-33; John 11
� Ezek 34-36; Psalm 86; John 12
� Ezek 37-39; Psalm 87; John 13 
� Ezek 40-42; John 14
� Ezek 43-45; Psalm 135; John 15

 9 Read the entire Bible or 
just the New Testament in 
2018!

 9 Chronological reading 
plan helps the Bible make 
sense!

Day  
Bible  
Reading 
Program

Weekly Progress Register
Week No. Date to Read

Week 46
� Ezekiel 46-48; John 16
� Daniel 1-3; Psalm 88; John 17
� Dan 4-6; John 18
� Dan 7-9; Psalm 91; John 19
� Dan 10-12; John 20
Week 47
� Ezra 1-2; John 21
� Ezra 3-4; Psalm 92; 1 John 1
� Haggai; Zechariah 1; Ps 138; 1 John 2
� Zech 2-5; Psalm 93; 1 John 3
� Zech 6-8; 1 John 4
Week 48
� Zech 9-11; 1 John 5
� Zech 12-14; Psalm 94; 2 John
� Ezra 5-6; Psalm 95; 3 John
� Esther 1-3; Psalm 139; Revelation 1
� Esther 4-6; Rev 2
Week 49
� Esther 7-10; Revelation 3
� Ezra 7-10; Psalm 97; Rev 4
� Nehemiah 1-3; Rev 5
� Neh 4-6; Psalm 98; Rev 6
� Neh 7-9; Psalm 140; Rev 7
Week 50
� Neh 10-13; Revelation 8
� Malachi; Psalm 2; Rev 9
� Job 1-3; Psalm 29; Rev 10
� Job 4-7; Psalm 99; Rev 11
� Job 8-11; Rev 12
Week 51
� Job 12-14; Psalm 100; Rev 13
� Job 15-17; Rev 14
� Job 18-20; Psalm 141; Rev 15
� Job 21-23; Psalm 101; Rev 16
� Job 24-27; Rev 17

Week 52
� Job 28-30; Revelation 18
� Job 31-33; Psalm 102; Rev 19
� Job 34-36; Rev 20
� Job 37-39; Psalm 103; Rev 21
� Job 40-42; Psalm 150; Rev 22

This special Bible reading system allows 
you to read the entire Bible (or just the 
New Testament) in one year while only 
reading five times a week.  Five readings 
a week gives room to catch up or take a 
needed day off, and makes daily Bible 
reading practical and do-able.  Many 
people have successfully reached their 
goal of regular Bible reading using this 
schedule.  Further, reading the Bible in 
chronological order (even the Psalms 
have been placed chronologically when 
possible) aids understanding of the Bi-
ble story, and helps the reader to look 
forward to reading God's Word.  

Always do the reading in the order it ap-
pears on the Schedule.  So, for example, 
if a reading from Chronicles appears 
before Kings in that day's reading, read 
from Chronicles first. Check off each 
day's reading and then check off each 
week in the Weekly Progress Register.  
You will be amazed at how soon you are 
deep into the year and still reading your 
Bible regularly!  God’s blessings rest with 
those who will read, understand, and live 
by His Word. May this guide help you to 
that noble end. “Thy word is a lamp to 
my feet, and a light to my path” (Psalms 
119:105).

______One .....................January 1 - 6
______Two .....................January 7 - 13
______Three ..................January 14 - 20
______Four ....................January 21 - 27
______Five .....................Jan 28 - Feb 3
______Six .......................February 4 - 10
______Seven .................February 11 - 17
______Eight ...................February 18 - 24
______Nine ....................Feb 25 - March 3
______Ten ......................March 4 - 10
______Eleven ................March 11 - 17
______Twelve ................March 18 - 24
______Thirteen ..............March 25 - 31
______Fourteen ............April 1 - 7
______Fifteen ................April 8 - 14
______Sixteen ...............April 15 - 21
______Seventeen ..........April 22 - 28
______Eighteen .............April 29 - May 5
______Nineteen ............May 6 - 12
______Twenty ................May 13 - 19
______Twenty-One ........May 20 - 26
______Twenty-Two .........May 27 - June 2
______Twenty-Three ......June 3 - 9
______Twenty-Four ........June 10 - 16
______Twenty-Five ........June 17 - 23
______Twenty-Six ..........June 24 - 30
______Twenty-Seven .....July 1 - 7
______Twenty-Eight .......July 8 - 14
______Twenty-Nine .......July 15 - 21
______Thirty ..................July 22 - 28
______Thirty-One ..........July 29 - Aug 4
______Thirty-Two ...........August 5 - 11
______Thirty-Three ........August 12 - 18
______Thirty-Four ..........August 19 - 25
______Thirty-Five ..........August 26 - Sept 1
______Thirty-Six ............September 2 - 8
______Thirty-Seven .......September 9 - 15
______Thirty-Eight .........September 16 - 22
______Thirty-Nine .........September 23 - 29
______Forty ...................Sept 30 - Oct 6
______Forty-One ...........October 7 - 13
______Forty-Two ............October 14 - 20
______Forty-Three .........October 21 - 27
______Forty-Four ...........Oct 28 - Nov 3
______Forty-Five ...........November 4 - 10
______Forty-Six .............November 11 - 17
______Forty-Seven ........November 18 - 24
______Forty-Eight ..........Nov 25 - Dec 1
______Forty-Nine ..........December 2 - 8
______Fifty ....................December 9 - 15
______Fifty-One .............December 16 - 22
______Fifty-Two .............December 23 - 29
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Check out the Bible Readers' Companion, a 
study guide that follows the Five Day Schedule 

and helps you understand as you read.  It is 
available at the website below.  Versions of this 
Schedule and the Companion are also available 

for your e-reader.
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