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October 22, 2023

Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Nancy Starr, Tessa Marchbanks’ mother-in-law, was baptized into Christ last Sunday! Please 

welcome and encourage our new sister in Christ. 
Please welcome to our Greenwood family: Justin & Leah Jones; Edna, Elian, Judith, and Titus. 
Isaiah Evans is now a member of the New Castle church; Joshua Evans intends to do the same. 
JR Rhoton is recovering at home after recent illness and hospitalization. Please pray that he will 

be strong enough for his next chemotherapy treatment this week. 
Betty Rhoton has been sick this past week and is suffering with severe back pain. 
Brad Bowling is recovering well from recent gall bladder surgeries. 
Others recently ill: Ben Allen, Audrey Wrather. 
Sheila Kazmierzak is scheduled for knee replacement surgery on November 9. 
Loretta Hendricks’ brother, Ed Purdy, recent liver transplant, is now having kidney problems. 
Those who have recently lost loved ones: Canaan Shaffner (uncle, Mark Shaffner), Samantha 

Fletcher (grandmother, Lula Ann Fletcher), Jim Evans (brother, Wayne). 
College students: Abby Provines, Maddy Provines. 
Gospel preachers supported: Christian Asgill (Sierra Leone), Serghei Corcimaru (Moldova). 

Cancer: Butchers’ daughters, Sherri Black & Lynn Maudlin; Norma Cleary’s nephew, Larry Cain; 
Cecilia Garvin’s niece, Ruby Breeding; Virginia Purcell’s sister, Ruth Denton; Betty Rhoton’s 
husband, JR; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; Brooke Sandy’s mother and Todd Walker’s sister, 
Ronna Howell; Eli McCauley’s grandmother, Cindy Hill. 

Chronic health problems: Tracy Parsons; Ryan Provines; Virginia Purcell; Jan Riggin; Audrey 
Wrather; Susie Allen’s brother, David Browning; Keith Bex’s mother, Linda; Thelma Butcher’s 
niece, Debbi Robinetta; April Clark & Kyle Turner’s grandmother, Nadine Campbell; Whitney 
Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Shawna Evans’ mother, Donna Rosenberger; Jeff Hendrick’s 
father, Don; Loretta Hendricks’ brother, Ed Purdy; Jeremy Paschall’s father, Jerry, grandmother, 
Margaret Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; Becky Provines’ mother, Sharon Sparks; Jenna 
Reynolds’ grandmother, Delores Elliot, and cousin, Owen Munday; Sandee Torres’ father, Howell 
McKenzie; Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; Heather Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson; Neil 
Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s friend, Angela Lane; Brian Emrich; Paige 
Pollard; Sharon Pollard. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec Brumfield; Christine Campbell; James 
Evans; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family. 

Upcoming events: 
Young adult study (~18-25 years old) — TODAY, October 22, 6 pm, at the Paschalls’ house. 
Monthly Monday study — October 30, 10:30 am, at church building — Types & Shadows, ch. 6. 
Ladies’ study — Friday, November 10, 10:30 am, at the church building — Grace…, Lesson 7. 
Men’s study will resume in January 2024. 

Announcements:                     

                         

Trying To Adapt The Church To Everyone 
Sewell Hall 

I was never an avid baseball fan, and living in Atlanta has done little to convert me. One 4th 
of July, however, I did agree to go with a group of Christian friends to a Braves game. From 
the time we arrived at the field, I knew this was going to be different. The field was covered 
with performing high school bands — an appeal to all who like music. And that was only the 
beginning. For those preferring opera, a Metropolitan Opera star sang the national anthem. 
For those more political in taste, the Attorney General of the United States led the pledge to 
the flag. Lovers of money were tantalized by a $500 door prize. Cartoon fans were 
entertained by a million dollar scoreboard featuring cartoon characters. Those living on the 
level of the flesh were treated to the sight of a young lady in short shorts running around the 
diamond sweeping off the bases between every inning. And to climax it all, there was a huge 
fireworks display. I don't remember what team the Braves were playing, much less who won, 
but that was a game I shall never forget. That was baseball for people who don’t like 
baseball. 

Far too many churches are trying to remodel the religion of Jesus Christ to make it a religion 
for people who don’t like religion. For those desiring recreation, they offer recreation. For 
those desiring entertainment, there is entertainment. For those whose primary interest is 
secular education, they offer day care, kindergartens, schools and colleges. For those whose 
appetite is for food, they build church kitchens and dining rooms. The attempt is to be “the 
church for everybody.” 

Such carnal, temporal appeals were never authorized by the Lord. He intended that the 
church be a “called out,” separated body of people. If the gospel is the only appeal, it will 
make that separation. 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes…” (Romans 1.16) 

“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down 
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing 

every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10.3-5)


