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Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Sheila Kazmierzak’s brother passed away last Sunday. Memorial service to be announced later. 
Ben & Susie Allen’s new granddaughter, Naomi Pearl Wiley, was born December 11. 
Those recently ill: Dave Curry, Leonard & Maria Gregory, Nick & Justice Lee, Tracy Parsons, 

Eddie Torres, the Turner family. 
Euel Cleary is awaiting surgery to remove a kidney stone. 
Loretta Hendricks’ brother, Ed Purdy, is now on hospice care. He was approved for a liver 

transplant, but his heart cannot survive the operation and kidneys are not functioning on their 
own. Please remember him and his wife, Julie. 

JR Rhoton is receiving four weeks of treatment for lymphoma, then he will be reevaluated. 
Mark Whittaker, a member of the Bargersville congregation, has been diagnosed with acute 

myeloid leukemia (AML), is receiving chemotherapy, and will remain hospitalized for a least 
one month. Cards may be addressed to 1072 Heatherwood Dr, Greenwood, IN 46143. 

Jenna Reynolds’ cousin, Owen Munday, a police officer in Arkansas, is recovering from a recent 
gunshot wound. 

Families of those who have recently passed away — Euel Cleary’s sister, Jan Brockman; Eddie 
Torres’ mother, Maria; Lawrence Johnson; Linda Evans; Carolyn Perry; Kate Eminova. 

Tessa Marchbanks is due January 22. 
College students: Abby Provines, Maddy Provines, Dylan Provines, Isaac Torres, Jenna Walker. 

Cancer: Bertie Butcher; Connie Bleicher’s sister, Kathy; the Butchers’ daughter, Lynn Maudlin; 
Lori Ingalls’ sister, Penny Harland; Virginia Purcell’s brother, Gary Cross, and sister, Ruth 
Denten; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; Sandee Torres’ niece, Shonda Null; the Paschalls’ 
friend, Stanley Posey; William Pearce. 

Chronic health problems: Barbara Gregory; Ryan Provines; Jan Riggin; Audrey Wrather; 
Thelma Butcher’s niece, Debbi Robinetta; Kim Clair’s cousin, Harold Tomlin; Whitney Colvin’s 
grandfather, Larry Ping; Shawna Evans’ mother, Donna Rosenberger; Barbara Gregory’s 
grandson & caretaker, Jeremy; Jeff Hendrick’s father, Don; Jeremy Paschall’s father, Jerry, 
grandmother, Margaret Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; Jenna Reynolds’ mother, Kim McCann; 
Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR; Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; Heather Tremblett’s mother, Karen 
Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s friend, Angela Lane; Andreas 
Campos; Brian Emrich. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec Brumfield; Christine Campbell; Shawna 
Evans’ family; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family. 

Important dates: 
Ladies’ study — Friday, January 13, 11am, at the church building — Malachi intro & chapter 1. 
Men’s study — no study in December; will resume Saturday, Jan. 14, 9am, at church building. 
Deuteronomy study — no study in December; will resume Monday, January 30, 11am, at church 

building — Deuteronomy 33-34. 

Announcements:                     

Victory in Jesus 

Isaac Torres 

You have just found your seat on the plane and are ready to take off. An older lady appears in 
the aisle and then sits next to you. She explains that she is nervous as she has never flown before. 
With compassion and kind words, you are able to assure her the trip will be just fine. 

The plane takes off into the sky. Suddenly, the plane experiences some turbulence. The lady is 
frightened, yet once again you are able to calm her down and assure her that she will be okay. An 
individual who was once nervous and scared can become calm and confident with assurance from 
another. 

In Judges 6, we are introduced to Gideon. Gideon is seen as a self-doubting, fearful individual. 
However, Gideon will play a role in God’s plan of deliverance for His people. 

In Judges 7, God whittled down Gideon’s army from 32,000 to 300 men. The LORD assured 
Gideon that He will deliver him. That same night, God told Gideon to go to the enemy’s camp, for 
they would be delivered to Gideon. However, God also said “if you are afraid to go down, go with 
Purah your servant down to the camp, and you will hear what they say; and afterward your 
hands will be strengthened that you may go down against the camp” (Judges 7:10-11). Gideon, 
being afraid, does the second option. 

Once Gideon got to the camp, he overheard a conversation between two friends. One friend was 
telling the other about a dream he had. In verse 14, the friend’s interpretation of the dream is “this 
is nothing less than the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel; God has given Midian 
and all the camp into his hand.” Once Gideon heard this, he bowed in worship and was ready to 
take his small army to battle so that God could provide the victory. God transformed Gideon from a 
frightened, self-doubter into a confident, “valiant warrior” by giving him assurance of the victory. 

God grants confidence and assurance to His people. He has already won the victory. 
At times, we may feel afraid or confused; but we can be confident because God has already won! We 
may feel like giving into temptations or giving up to the opposition; we must remember God has 
already won! We may feel depressed or doubtful because of various trials; but we can be assured 
because God has already won and is in control! 

Paul assures us by saying, “Death is swallowed up in victory. O Death, where is your victory? 
O Death, where is your sting?” (1 Cor 15:55). Jesus conquered sin and death. God has given us the 
ultimate victory! “Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 
Cor 15:57). We can be confident and have assurance because God has already won!


