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It is not just the teacher or preacher who has 
an important responsibility when God's word 
is taught, each listener does also. Whether you 
are listening to a religious teacher in person, 
on the television, or over the radio, you have 
some serious obligations. 

Listen with a searching attitude. The 
Bereans in Acts 17:11 serve as a great model as 
to the kind of listeners we all should be. When 
they heard Paul preach, the Bible says, “they 
received the word with all readiness, and 
searched the scriptures daily to find out 
whether these things were so.” They were 
eager and open-minded. They believed the 
Scriptures to be from God and they examined 
them to see if Paul’s message was in harmony 
with it. They were not lazy listeners, but active 
ones. It is possible their search took place 
even outside the time of the synagogue 
assembly. Like them, we should search the 
Bible carefully as we examine what we hear. 
The public message should even prompt us to 
continue to study the Scriptures on our own. 

Test what you are hearing. The Bereans 
did not assume Paul’s message was from God. 
They proved it with the Scriptures. Neither 
should we take the word of a religious teacher 
without first testing it. 1 John 4:1 teaches us to 
do this and why: “Beloved, do not believe 
every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they 

are of God; because many false prophets have 
gone out into the world.” False teachers have 
always existed. The way to separate the false 
teachers from the true ones is to test their 
message with the Bible. Galatians 1:8 teaches, 
“But if we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other gospel to you than what you have 
received, let him be accursed.”Don’t be 
deceived by external kindness (Matthew 7:15). 
Test the message always with God’s word. 

Listen with a willingness to do. There are 
some who listen to God’s word and appreciate 
hearing it. Yet, the word has no impact on 
their lives. To them, listening to the teaching 
of the Bible is like a spectator sport in which 
they find some amusement. Yet, no change is 
made to align their lives with what is taught. 
James 1:22 teaches, “Be doers of the word, 
and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”
The word of God is a living message (Hebrews 
4:12).It is not merely a philosophy to 
intellectually embrace. It is a life-changing 
message that is to invade every facet of a 
person’s life. Your marriage, family, and job 
are to be governed by it (Ephesians 5:22-6:9). 

The next time you hear religious teaching, 
remember your responsibilities. Your 
response to Christ’s word will determine your 
eternal destiny (John 12:47-48).
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Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Brothers & sisters in Christ in Ukraine, Moldova, and Russia. 
Kyle & Candace Turner’s older daughter, Alayna, has 

experienced recent illness and side effects from treatment. 
Brian & Kassidi Rios’ oldest daughter, Lennix, continues to 

suffer various health problems. 
Expectant parents: Andrea Shaffner’s sister, Heather. 
College students: Mitchell King, Abby Provines, Isaac Torres, 

Jenna Walker. 

Cancer: Bertie Butcher; Connie Bleicher’s sister, Kathy; the 
Butchers’ daughter, Lynn Maudlin; Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR; 
Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; Sandee Torres’ niece, Shonda 
Null; the Paschalls’ friend, Stanley Posey. 

Chronic health problems: Barbara Gregory; Don Nungester; 
Ryan Provines; Jan Riggin; Whitney Colvin’s grandfather, Larry 
Ping; Jeff Hendrick’s parents, Don & June; Jeremy Paschall’s 
grandmother, Margaret Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; Todd 
Walker’s mother, Sandra; Heather Tremblett’s mother, Karen 
Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s 
friend, Angela Lane. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Alec Brumfield; Christine 
Campbell; Shawna Evans’ family; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty 
Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman (husband, Eli, and son, 
Harrison). 

Important dates: 
Deuteronomy study — TOMORROW, April 25 (last Monday), 

11am, at church building; beginning with Deuteronomy 25:1. 
Ladies’ study — May 13 (2nd Friday), 11am, at church building. 
Men’s study — May 14 (2nd Saturday), 9am, at church building. 
This week’s birthdays — Isaiah Evans (4/24), Lori Ingalls (4/27), 

David Couse (4/30) 

Sundays:
   9:00 am — Worship
   9:50 am — Bible classes
 10:45 am — Worship

Wednesdays:
   7:00 pm — Bible classes

Shepherds:
Ben Allen
Greg King
Todd Walker

Servants:
Ted Bleicher
Bruce Carpenter
Kevin Colvin
Nick Hall
Jeff Hendricks
Ryan Provines
Canaan Shaffner
Kyle Turner

Evangelist:
Jeremy Paschall

The church of Christ 
at Greenwood is an 
independent, non-

denominational group 
of Christians, governing 
ourselves according to 

the New Testament 
pattern given by the 

Lord. Our allegiance is 
to Christ, not to any 
man-made religious 
organization. We are 
striving to be Bible-

based, Christ-centered, 
and service-oriented 
in the ways that Jesus 

has appointed.

Mark your calendar… 
VBS — June 20-24
Teachers and Helpers needed, 
so please talk to Nick Paden!


