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What Will I Leave Behind? 

Frank Himmel 

Acts chapter 9 tells about a Christian named Dorcas who lived in Joppa. “This woman was 
abounding with deeds of kindness and charity which she continually did” (v. 36). Dorcas fell 
sick and died. The disciples washed her body and laid it in an upper room. They then sent for 
Peter, who was at nearby Lydda. 

Peter arose and went with them. When he arrived, they brought him into the upper room; 
and all the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing all the tunics and garments that 
Dorcas used to make while she was with them” (v. 39). Peter had plenty of material to preach 
an impressive funeral sermon, but he did something even greater: he raised her from the dead! 

The Bible doesn’t reveal any other information about Dorcas. How old was she? What did 
she look like? Was she married? Did she have children or grandchildren? Was she a woman of 
considerable means or did she have little? We could guess, but that’s all it would be — a guess. 

What we do know about this woman is enough to raise a question worth considering. The 
Bible emphasizes the good she left behind. Now the question is: What will I leave behind? 

I will leave behind whatever material thing I have. “For we have brought nothing into the 
world, so we cannot take anything out of it either” (1 Timothy 6:7). What will those rummaging 
through my stuff find? Will they find any evidence of a God-centered life, or will everything 
point to a life focused on self? 

What will I leave to others? Will there by anyone who can produce a gift I gave to them? 
Will anyone have a memory of how I provided for them in a time of need, the way Dorcas did 
for these widows? 

What example will I leave? Will it be one of faithful service to God? Would it be the kind 
that might encourage a struggling Christian to remain faithful? Would it strengthen others to 
stand firm for truth?  

What words of mine will people remember? Will it be words of encouragement or mostly 
complaining? Words of kindness or words of bitterness and anger? Will anyone remember me 
having taught them God’s word? 

What difference will it make? Will my brethren even miss me? Will it leave any appreciable 
void in the local congregation? 

What will I leave behind?

Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Andreas Campos, from the church in San Narciso, Belize, will 

have very serious surgery this coming week. 
Jenna Reynolds’ cousin, Owen Munday, a police officer in 

Arkansas, was recently shot and hospitalized in Memphis. 
Erma Parker is home and recovering from recent hospitalization. 
Tracy Parsons is scheduled for a heart ablation on November 10. 
Euel Cleary’s sister, Jan Brockman, is now under hospice care. 
Barbara Gregory’s grandson & caretaker, Jeremy, is recovering 

from recent heart surgery. 
Others who have been ill recently — ___; David Couse’s brother, 

Michael; Kate (from Moldova). 
Expectant parents: Ben & Susie Allen’s daughter, Ashleigh Wiley, 

due December 13; Tessa Marchbanks, due January 22. 
College students: Mitchell King, Abby Provines, Maddy Provines, 

Dylan Provines, Isaac Torres, Jenna Walker. 

Cancer: Bertie Butcher; Connie Bleicher’s sister, Kathy; the 
Butchers’ daughter, Lynn Maudlin; Virginia Purcell’s brother, 
Gary Cross; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; Sandee Torres’ 
niece, Shonda Null; the Paschalls’ friend, Stanley Posey. 

Chronic health problems: Barbara Gregory; Ryan Provines; 
Jan Riggin; Thelma Butcher’s niece, Debbi Robinetta; Whitney 
Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Jeff Hendrick’s father, Don; 
Jeremy Paschall’s father, Jerry, grandmother, Margaret Allan, 
and cousin, Steve Linville; Jenna Reynolds’ mother, Kim 
McCann; Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR; Todd Walker’s mother, 
Sandra; Heather Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson; Neil 
Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s friend, 
Angela Lane. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec 
Brumfield; Christine Campbell; Shawna Evans’ family; Adam & 
Katrina Willis; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family. 

Important dates: 
Ladies’ study — Friday, Nov. 11, 11am, at the church building. 
Men’s study — Saturday, November 12, 9am, at church building. 
Deuteronomy study — _____, 11am, at church building. 

Sundays:
   9:00 am — Worship
   9:50 am — Bible classes
 10:45 am — Worship

Wednesdays:
   7:00 pm — Bible classes
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Greg King
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Nick Hall
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Canaan Shaffner
Kyle Turner

Evangelist:
Jeremy Paschall

The church of Christ 
at Greenwood is an 
independent, non-

denominational group 
of Christians, governing 
ourselves according to 

the New Testament 
pattern given by the 

Lord. Our allegiance is 
to Christ, not to any 
man-made religious 
organization. We are 
striving to be Bible-

based, Christ-centered, 
and service-oriented 
in the ways that Jesus 

has appointed.


