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The Demands of Truth 

When one is exposed to the truth that is God’s word (John 17.17), what does it 
demand? Is there a divine expectation? Does the New Testament record for us any 
response to the proclamation of truth that clearly meets with God’s approval? 

Having been largely rejected in Thessalonica for their preaching of the Gospel, Paul 
and Silas fled that city for their own safety and came to Berea proclaiming the 
same message of salvation in Jesus Christ (Acts 17.1-10). On that occasion, an 
entirely different response was elicited by the presentation of God’s truth. “Now 
these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the 
word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these 
things were so. Therefore many of them believed, along with a number of 
prominent Greek women and men” (Acts 17.11-12). 

The inspired record informs us of the commendable character these Bereans 
demonstrated when they heard the Gospel. Clearly their reaction to the preaching 
of Paul and Silas met with God’s pleasure. What warranted such high praise? What 
can we learn from them about the appropriate response to truth? 

Truth demands our ATTENTION. The Bereans “received the word with great 
eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so” 
(Acts 17.11). This audience seized upon the opportunity to hear God’s word, 
demonstrating both the inclination and the zeal to pursue its depths (1 Corinthians 
2.10). Their sincere interest was to know truth, and that hunger manifested itself in 
their focus and study (cf. 2 Timothy 2.15). Truth demands the same of us, for it is 
 

Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Barbara Gregory’s grandson & caretaker, Jeremy, is recovering 

from recent heart surgery. Please pray for his physical and 
spiritual health. 

Lynn Naylor, Erma Parker, and Jan Riggin are recovering from 
recent car accident injuries. 

Lori Ingalls is recovering from recent foot surgery. 
David Couse’s brother, Michael, is very sick and hospitalized. 
Others recently ill: Cecilia Garvin, Chris & Jenna Reynolds 
Those who have recently lost loved ones: Delma Elkins, Betty 

Rhoton, the Provines family, and Marilyn Estes’ family. 
Expectant parents: Ben & Susie Allen’s daughter, Ashleigh Wiley, 

due December 13; Tessa Marchbanks, due January 22. 
College students: Mitchell King, Abby Provines, Maddy Provines, 

Dylan Provines, Isaac Torres, Jenna Walker. 
From Moldova: Kate remains gravely ill with peritonitis after 

four recent surgeries. 

Cancer: Bertie Butcher; Connie Bleicher’s sister, Kathy; the 
Butchers’ daughter, Lynn Maudlin; Virginia Purcell’s brother, 
Gary Cross; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; Sandee Torres’ 
niece, Shonda Null; the Paschalls’ friend, Stanley Posey. 

Chronic health problems: Barbara Gregory; Ryan Provines; 
Jan Riggin; Thelma Butcher’s niece, Debbi Robinetta; Whitney 
Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Jeff Hendrick’s father, Don; 
Jeremy Paschall’s father, Jerry, grandmother, Margaret Allan, 
and cousin, Steve Linville; Jenna Reynolds’ mother, Kim 
McCann; Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR; Todd Walker’s mother, 
Sandra; Heather Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson; Neil 
Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s friend, 
Angela Lane. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Jeff Bleicher; Alec 
Brumfield; Christine Campbell; Shawna Evans’ family; Adam & 
Katrina Willis; Betty Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman & family. 

Important dates: 
Ladies’ study — Friday, October 21, 11am, at the church building. 
Deuteronomy study — Mon., Oct. 31, 11am, at church building. 
Men’s study — Saturday, November 12, 9am, at church building. 
This week’s birthdays — Henry Bleicher (10/16), Ella Rose Hall 

(10/16), Loretta Hendricks (10/18), Greg King (10/19) 
This week’s anniversaries — Todd & Tammy Walker (10/17) 
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   9:50 am — Bible classes
 10:45 am — Worship

Wednesdays:
   7:00 pm — Bible classes

Shepherds:
Ben Allen
Greg King
Todd Walker

Servants:
Ted Bleicher
Bruce Carpenter
Kevin Colvin
Nick Hall
Jeff Hendricks
Ryan Provines
Canaan Shaffner
Kyle Turner

Evangelist:
Jeremy Paschall

The church of Christ 
at Greenwood is an 
independent, non-

denominational group 
of Christians, governing 
ourselves according to 

the New Testament 
pattern given by the 

Lord. Our allegiance is 
to Christ, not to any 
man-made religious 
organization. We are 
striving to be Bible-

based, Christ-centered, 
and service-oriented 
in the ways that Jesus 

has appointed.
Cont’d,	next	page	→



God Owns Me 

David King 

“And you have lifted yourself up against the Lord of heaven . . . The God who holds your 
breath in His hand and owns all your ways, you have not glorified.” (Daniel 5:23) 

Belshazzar was a typical Mesopotamian king: fabulously wealthy and powerful. Or at 
least that’s how he thought of himself. Even as the Medes and Persians were closing in 
on his palace (v. 30), the king in his arrogance threw a great party for a thousand of his 
lords (v. 1). No one could touch him; after all, who else had the resources to put on such 
a magnificent performance? 

But the handwriting was on the wall, and Belshazzar’s time was up (v. 5-28). The proud 
tyrant had only hours to live, and all his wealth and power could not save him. Too late, 
he learned from Daniel that the God whom he had spurned “owns all your ways,” and it 
was time to answer to his true Master. 

God owns me, too. Whatever interests I pursue in my life, there will come a time when I 
must cash them in and explain to Him why I made the choices I made. However I 
choose to use my time, that time is borrowed from Him, and someday He will ask me 
how I spent it. All my assets, all my talents, all the opportunities and privileges and 
relationships — even the very air that I breathe — everything belongs to Him, and He 
can call it in at a time and manner of His choosing. 

Once I understand that simple truth about my life, it should awaken a profound 
humility about who I am and my purpose in life. God has put me here to glorify Him, 
not my own selfish ego. That awareness will influence every decision I make. Life is not 
about me. It’s about Him, and I must bend my will to His. 

God gives each one of us the freedom to use our lives any way we want. But in a sense, 
none of us are really autonomous. We belong to Him, and someday we will return to 
Him as naked and helpless as the day we were born. The question is, what are we doing 
with the precious few days God has given us? Are we using them to accomplish His 
purpose, or ours? 

I can’t see it like Belshazzar did, but the handwriting is on the wall for me, too. When 
the time comes for God to take me away, will I be ready for it?

the well-spring of spiritual liberty (John 8.32) for all who seek salvation (Romans 
1.16). But this attention alone is insufficient. 

Truth also demands our ACCEPTANCE. Having carefully searched the 
inspired Scriptures for confirmation of the message presented to them, and having 
verified the truth of the Gospel proclaimed by Paul and Silas, “Therefore many of 
them believed” (Acts 17.12). Such is the only natural response to truth from any 
honest heart, for “without faith it is impossible to please [God]” (Hebrews 11.6). The 
salvation of one’s soul demands that he “in humility receive the word implanted” 
(James 1.21). In other words, truth demands a place within us, woven into the very 
fiber of our being and grafted into our hearts, that our lives might be shaped by 
God’s will. But, “Can that faith save him?” (James 2.14) 

Truth ultimately demands our ACTION. Having exhorted his audience to 
meekly receive the truth, James continued by saying, “But prove yourselves doers of 
the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves… An effectual doer, this 
man will be blessed in what he does” (James 1.22,25). To fully believe the truth (Acts 
17.12) is to implement what it demands for our lives (cf. Acts 16.30-34). Attention to 
and acceptance of truth without its application is much akin to receiving a 
physician’s diagnosis without taking the prescribed treatment. “Even so faith, if it 
has no works, is dead, being by itself… You see that a man is justified by works and 
not by faith alone… For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith 
without works is dead” (James 2.14-26). One absolutely cannot be of noble character 
while refusing submission to the truth of God (cf. Matthew 7.21). Jesus simply 
asked, “Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?” (Luke 6.46) 

Divine wisdom enjoins, “Buy the truth, and do not sell it” (Proverbs 23.23). The 
unsurpassed value of truth demands our attention, acceptance, and action. Any less 
is to choose the bondage of ignorance, to embrace the travesty of falsehood, and to 
live under the condemnation of error. Noble-mindedness, like that demonstrated by 
those ancient Bereans, is the only acceptable response to the truth of God’s word. 

~jeremy paschall


