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Take Some Irons Out Of The Fire 
Greg Gwin 

We have a common idiom that describes someone who has ‘too many irons in the 
fire.’ The reference is to a blacksmith who is trying to work several items in the fire 
of his forge. In fact, he has too many objects in the fire and some will ruin before he 
is able to do his necessary work. Today, while there aren’t many blacksmiths 
around, we still use the expression to describe someone who is trying to juggle too 
many responsibilities and activities. The end result is that some things don’t get 
done as they should. 

Christians must be careful about having ‘too many irons in the fire.’ Jobs, careers, 
educational pursuits, hobbies, recreation, kid’s activities, various programs, etc., 
all have the potential to keep us so busy that we allow spiritual things to get 
crowded off (or at least seriously downgraded on) our list of priorities. We cannot 
afford to let this happen. 

In Matthew 24:37ff, Jesus said, “As the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming 
of the Son of man be. For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered 
into the ark, and knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall 
also the coming of the Son of man be.” People were, of course, very wicked in that 
time. But look at the list of things they were doing. Note that not all of them were 
necessarily sinful. But, clearly, they had excluded God from all their thoughts and 
plans. They had even ignored the warnings that Noah was preaching (2 Peter 2:5). 
They were just too busy for God – and that, friends, is TOO busy! 

So, look at your schedule again. Re-evaluate your commitments and activities. Are 
you crowding God out of the top spot? If so, you need to ‘take some irons out of the 
fire.’ Think!

Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Welcome as new members — Nathan & Sarah Wall, and son Olen 
Maria Gregory’s father, Roy Gervase, is awaiting a heart 

catheterization and possible stents. 
Jeff Hendrick’s mother, June, passed away on August 24, and her 

funeral was yesterday. Please remember this family. 
Jeremy Paschall’s grandmother, Margaret Allan (age 93), is 

free of COVID but still have much difficulty breathing. 
Expectant parents: Ben & Susie Allen’s daughter, Ashleigh Wiley, 

due December 13; Tessa Marchbanks, due January 22. 
College students: Mitchell King, Abby Provines, Jenna Walker. 
From Belize: Andres Rivero; Alex White; Nemencio Acosta;  

Gonzalez family; Dale & Selma Tosti;  Mattu family, esp. 
Leeannie;  Dyck family;  Jiminez family; Yaraceili & Ingris; 
Vega family, esp. Brandon & Linett; Campos family. 

From Moldova: Kate is gravely ill after recent intestinal surgery 
and is expecting additional surgery this week. 

Cancer: Bertie Butcher; Connie Bleicher’s sister, Kathy; the 
Butchers’ daughter, Lynn Maudlin; Virginia Purcell’s brother, 
Gary Cross; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; Sandee Torres’ 
niece, Shonda Null; the Paschalls’ friend, Stanley Posey. 

Chronic health problems: Barbara Gregory; Ryan Provines; 
Jan Riggin; Thelma Butcher’s niece, Debbi Robinetta; Whitney 
Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Jeff Hendrick’s father, Don; 
Jeremy Paschall’s grandmother, Margaret Allan, and cousin, 
Steve Linville; Jenna Reynolds’ mother, Kim McCann; Betty 
Rhoton’s husband, JR; Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; Heather 
Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s mother, 
Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s friend, Angela Lane. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Alec Brumfield; Christine 
Campbell; Shawna Evans’ family; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty 
Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman (husband Eli and son Harrison). 

Important dates: 
Ladies’ study — THIS Friday, September 16, 11am, at the church 

building, studying Zechariah 10-11. (normally 2nd Fridays) 
Deuteronomy study — Monday, September 26 (last Mon.), 11am, 

at the church building, studying Deuteronomy 29-30. 
Men’s study — Saturday, October 8, 9am, at church building. 
This week’s birthdays — Eddie Torres (9/11), Faye Raymer (9/13) 

Sundays:
   9:00 am — Worship
   9:50 am — Bible classes
 10:45 am — Worship

Wednesdays:
   7:00 pm — Bible classes
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