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I Want You To Hate More 

Jason Longstreth 

I’m sure we have all heard it before. Perhaps we have even taught it to our own 
children or grandchildren. It is a short lesson about life and the attitudes that we 
should display. What is it? “You are not supposed to hate.” With this one phrase we 
try to teach our children the value of love and the dangers of hate. We try to teach 
them to be “good people.” We tell them (or at least insinuate) that good people 
don’t hate. And perhaps most of the time it is a lesson that our children need to 
learn. But let me ask you a question, are we not supposed to hate? 

One thing that we need to understand is that sometimes we have preconceived 
ideas. Most of us probably feel that hatred is wrong. We associate love with 
goodness and hatred with evil. To use a little “Star Wars” language, hatred is the 
path to the “dark side.” But is that correct? If you were to take out your Bible 
concordance and look up the word “hate,” you may be surprised at what you find. 
That word is used quite a few times in the Bible. You may also be surprised to learn 
that a number of times we read that God hates certain things. If God hates 
something, then hatred itself cannot be evil. 

However, a second item that we must understand when we hear the phrase “You 
are not supposed to hate” is the object of that hatred. In other words, what are you 
not supposed to hate? If we say that we are not supposed to hate anything, we are 
wrong! However, if we say that we are not supposed to hate people – that has some 
validity. This is probably what we are trying to convey to our children anyway. 
When little Joey says, “I hate him!” we reply, “You shouldn’t hate anyone.” For the 
most part, I would agree with this teaching. We are supposed to have love and 
compassion for our fellow man. 

Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Leonard McDowell had a heart ablation procedure on 

Wednesday, and he is recovering at home.  
Dan Westfall is recovering from a second eye surgery. 
Allen, Bleicher, Clark, Evans, Hendricks, Marchbanks, Parsons, 

Reynolds, Shaffner, and Westfall families have all suffered 
illness during the past week. 

Virginia Purcell’s brother, Gary Cross, has cancer and is not 
doing well recently. 

Expectant parents: Ben & Susie Allen’s daughter, Ashleigh Wiley, 
due December 13; Tessa Marchbanks, due January 22. 

College students: Mitchell King, Abby Provines, Jenna Walker. 
From Belize: Andres Rivero; Alex White; Nemencio Acosta;  

Gonzalez family; Dale & Selma Tosti;  Mattu family, esp. 
Leeannie;  Dyck family;  Jiminez family; Yaraceili & Ingrid; 
Vega family, esp. Brandon & Linett; Campos family. 

Cancer: Bertie Butcher; Connie Bleicher’s sister, Kathy; the 
Butchers’ daughter, Lynn Maudlin; Virginia Purcell’s brother, 
Gary Cross; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; Sandee Torres’ 
niece, Shonda Null; the Paschalls’ friend, Stanley Posey. 

Chronic health problems: Barbara Gregory; Ryan Provines; 
Jan Riggin; Thelma Butcher’s niece, Debbi Robinetta; Whitney 
Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Jeff Hendrick’s parents, Don & 
June; Jeremy Paschall’s grandmother, Margaret Allan, and 
cousin, Steve Linville; Jenna Reynolds’ mother, Kim McCann; 
Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR; Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; 
Heather Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s 
mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s friend, Angela Lane. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Alec Brumfield; Christine 
Campbell; Shawna Evans’ family; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty 
Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman (husband Eli and son Harrison). 

Important dates: 
Ladies’ study — Rescheduled date ____________________, 

11am, at the church building, studying Zechariah 10-11. 
Deuteronomy study — August 29 (last Monday), 11am, at the 

church building, studying Deuteronomy 28-30. 
Men’s study — Sat., Sept. 10 (2nd Sat.), 9am, at church building. 

Teacher sign-up sheet posted on the foyer bulletin board. 
Fall Gospel Meeting — September 19-23, with Tommy Peeler. 
This week’s birthdays — Brooke Sandy (8/22) 

Sundays:
   9:00 am — Worship
   9:50 am — Bible classes
 10:45 am — Worship

Wednesdays:
   7:00 pm — Bible classes

Shepherds:
Ben Allen
Greg King
Todd Walker

Servants:
Ted Bleicher
Bruce Carpenter
Kevin Colvin
Nick Hall
Jeff Hendricks
Ryan Provines
Canaan Shaffner
Kyle Turner

Evangelist:
Jeremy Paschall

The church of Christ 
at Greenwood is an 
independent, non-

denominational group 
of Christians, governing 
ourselves according to 

the New Testament 
pattern given by the 

Lord. Our allegiance is 
to Christ, not to any 
man-made religious 
organization. We are 
striving to be Bible-

based, Christ-centered, 
and service-oriented 
in the ways that Jesus 

has appointed.
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“The LORD, He is God” (1 Kings 18) 

I. “Perhaps [Baal] is ________________________________________________” (v 27) 

A. But NOT ________________________________________________________! 

B. Numbers 23.19a; Isaiah 55.8-9; Psalm 50.21; Exodus 20.4 

II. Perhaps Baal “needs to be __________________________________________” (v 27) 

A. But NOT ________________________________________________________! 

B. Acts 17.24-25; Psalm 50.12 

III. Perhaps Baal “is on a ______________________________________________” (v 27) 

A. But NOT ________________________________________________________! 

B. Psalm 139.7-12 

IV. Perhaps Baal has “________________________ _______________________” (v 27) 

A. But NOT ________________________________________________________! 

B. Job 38-41; Acts 17.25; Ephesians 3.20 

V. Perhaps Baal “is _________________________________________________” (v 27) 

A. But NOT ________________________________________________________! 

B. Psalm 8; 1 Peter 5.7; 1 John 4.8-10 

“When all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said,  ‘The ________, 

He is ________; the ________, He is ________.’” (1 Kings 18.39)

Having said these things, let me now ask another question: Are there things that we 
should hate? Are we supposed to hate certain things? The answer is, “Absolutely!” 
Let’s begin by looking at a few verses. Throughout the Old Testament, we read of 
things that God hates. Malachi 2:16 is probably one of the better known examples of 
this. Malachi 2:16 says, “‘For I hate divorce,’ says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘and 
him who covers his garment with wrong,’ says the Lord of hosts. ‘So take heed to 
your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously.’” In this verse, we are told that God 
hates divorce and him who does wrong. Look at Revelation 2:6. “Yet this you do 
have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.” In this passage 
we find out that the Ephesian Christians hated the deeds of the Nicolaitans and 
Jesus did also. One more verse – Romans 12:9. “Let love be without hypocrisy. 
Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.” Here we have a commandment to abhor 
evil and cling to good. What does abhor mean? It means to hate. 

The fact is, we are supposed to hate evil, just like God hates evil. We are supposed to 
hate sin. What does this mean? If you hate something, how do you treat it? You 
surely do not support it or condone it, do you? But that is exactly the way some 
Christians treat evil. Sin is not funny! If we think bad language and bad actions are 
humorous, we do not hate evil. If we say that our favorite movies or TV shows are 
the ones that depict people in sinful relationships and situations, we do not hate evil. 
If our “idols” are people who practice sinful things and boast in their sin, we do not 
hate evil. It may be true that we should “love the sinner,” but we should also “hate 
the sin.” And if we do not hate evil, we are not acting like Christians. 

This may sound strange, but I believe that most of us need to hate more. We need to 
hate sin! This is one of the things that will keep us from practicing it. “Abhor what is 
evil; cling to what is good.” 
—————————————————————————————————————————	
	 	 	 	 	 September	19-23,	2022	
	 	 	 	 	 Theme:	“From	Sin	to	Salvation”	
	 	 	 	 	 Speaker:	Tommy	Peeler	
	 	 	 	 	 Mon.	-	The	Glory	and	Majesty	of	God	
	 	 	 	 	 Tues.	-	The	Horror	and	Disaster	of	Sin	
	 	 	 	 	 Wed.	-	The	Death	and	Resurrection	of	Jesus:	
	 	 	 	 	 										God’s	Answer	to	Sin	
	 	 	 	 	 Thurs.	-		The	Prodigal	Son	
	 	 	 	 	 Fri.	-	The	Conversion	of	the	Ethiopian	Eunuch


