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Fundamentals of Faith 

An examination of the Scriptures brings one face to face with the necessity of faith 
in a life that pleases God. The importance of faith can been seen throughout the 
Bible, regardless of the dispensation or the specific divine laws then in force. Abel, 
Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David are among those “men of old” listed in Hebrews 
chapter 11 who “obtained a good testimony” by their faith (Hebrews 11.2). They 
represent a wide spectrum of Biblical history and illustrate the fundamental truth 
that “without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must 
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him” 
(Hebrews 11.6). Like the men and women of ages past, we too must come to God 
on the basis of humble, trusting, and submissive faith if we are to receive His favor. 
Because such faith is critical to our spiritual well-being and eternal welfare, it is 
imperative that we understand both its nature and its origins. 

The same writer who proclaimed the necessity of faith (Hebrews 11.6, quoted 
above) also defined it for us. Faith is “the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11.1). In other words, it is that which 
persuades and confirms for us those realities which cannot be observed by natural 
means. While one cannot physically see God or heaven, he can be nonetheless 
confident in their existence “by faith.” One can boldly fix his hope on that which is 
unobservable by the natural eye because it is clearly seen with the spiritual eye. 
Faith is that which drives one to live in the prescribed way despite being unable to 
see the One who prescribes it. It is an absolute conviction about unseen spiritual 
realities that motivates one to live by the higher standards of God’s will. 

While our faith must reside in that which cannot be seen, that does not mean that 
ours is to be a blind faith or an ignorant acceptance, as some falsely charge. Instead  
 

Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Virginia Purcell’s brother, Gary Cross, has cancer and is not 

doing well recently. 
Dan Westfall is recovering from a second eye surgery on the 

same eye. 
Leonard McDowell is recovering from recent cardiac problems. 
Also recovering from illness or surgery: Geraldine Carpenter, 

Julie Bowling, Isaiah Evans, Jim Evans, Tracy Parsons. 
Expectant parents: Ben & Susie Allen’s daughter, Ashleigh Wiley, 

due December 13; Tessa Marchbanks, due January 22. 
College students: Mitchell King, Abby Provines, Jenna Walker. 

Cancer: Bertie Butcher; Connie Bleicher’s sister, Kathy; the 
Butchers’ daughter, Lynn Maudlin; Virginia Purcell’s brother, 
Gary Cross; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass; Sandee Torres’ 
niece, Shonda Null; the Paschalls’ friend, Stanley Posey. 

Chronic health problems: Barbara Gregory; Ryan Provines; 
Jan Riggin; Thelma Butcher’s niece, Debbi Robinetta; Whitney 
Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Jeff Hendrick’s parents, Don & 
June; Jeremy Paschall’s grandmother, Margaret Allan, and 
cousin, Steve Linville; Jenna Reynolds’ mother, Kim McCann; 
Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR; Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; 
Heather Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s 
mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s friend, Angela Lane. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Alec Brumfield; Christine 
Campbell; Shawna Evans’ family; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty 
Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman (husband Eli and son Harrison). 

Important dates: 
Ladies’ study — THIS Friday, August 19, 11am, at the church 

building, studying Zechariah 10-11. 
Deuteronomy study — August 29 (last Monday), 11am, at the 

church building, studying Deuteronomy 28-30. 
Men’s study — Saturday, September 10, 9am, at church building. 

Teacher sign-up sheet posted on the foyer bulletin board. 
Fall Gospel Meeting — September 19-23, with Tommy Peeler. 
This week’s anniversaries — Ben & Susie Allen (8/14) 
This week’s birthdays — Audrey Wrather (8/15), Miranda 

Bleicher (8/16) 

Sundays:
   9:00 am — Worship
   9:50 am — Bible classes
 10:45 am — Worship

Wednesdays:
   7:00 pm — Bible classes

Shepherds:
Ben Allen
Greg King
Todd Walker

Servants:
Ted Bleicher
Bruce Carpenter
Kevin Colvin
Nick Hall
Jeff Hendricks
Ryan Provines
Canaan Shaffner
Kyle Turner

Evangelist:
Jeremy Paschall

The church of Christ 
at Greenwood is an 
independent, non-

denominational group 
of Christians, governing 
ourselves according to 

the New Testament 
pattern given by the 

Lord. Our allegiance is 
to Christ, not to any 
man-made religious 
organization. We are 
striving to be Bible-

based, Christ-centered, 
and service-oriented 
in the ways that Jesus 

has appointed.
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Strange Marriage 
author unknown 

The wedding was over. Joe and his new bride were alone. As the car pulled away, 
the bride said, “Take me home.” 

“HOME?” Joe exclaimed. “But we haven’t started the honeymoon yet!” 

“Joe,” she said, “I’m glad we’re married. We belong to each other and I can use your 
name as mine, but I want to go back to my old apartment. Now that we’re married, 
I’ll try to see you once a week. But as far as living with you is concerned, nothing 
doing. I’m going back to my old occupation, friends, and pastimes. Oh, yes, I do 
love you! I’ve accepted you as my husband, haven’t I? I belong to you forever. But I 
refuse to let you interfere with my life. Of course, if I am sick or need money, I’ll 
call you at once because, after all, you’re my husband. In the meantime, thank you 
for loving me and being my husband, but keep your hands off my life!” 

What do you think of this “marriage?” Yet there are so many who call themselves 
Christians whose attitude toward Jesus is exactly the same as this bride’s attitude 
toward her husband. They say, “Lord, I have confessed you as Savior. I’ve been 
baptized. Thank you for saving me. Now leave me alone! I am going back to my old 
way of life. I’ll expect you to help me if I need it since you are my Savior. But as far 
as living with you is concerned, nothing doing. Of course, when I die I want to come 
and share the home you are preparing. But I hope that will not be for a long time.” 

In Romans 7 we see what is involved in becoming a true Christian. Paul, using 
marriage as an illustration, says that in becoming a Christian you are joined to 
Christ who died for your sins and rose again in triumph from the tomb. The 
implied inquiry is, “Will you take Jesus to be your Savior and Lord for eternity?”In 
becoming a Christian one’s response is, “I will.” At the precise moment you come 
forth from the waters of baptism you are “married to another, even to him who is 
raised from the dead.” (Romans 7.4)

God, the One who demands our faith, has provided evidence for our examination, 
upon which we can then build that faith. He has given that which we can see to 
persuade us regarding the greater realities behind it all that we cannot see. For that 
purpose, “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His 
handiwork. Day unto day utters speech, and night unto night reveals knowledge. 
There is no speech nor language where their voice is not heard. Their line has gone 
out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world…” (Psalm 19.1-4). 
In other words, the honest person can observe the magnificence of our world and 
conclude that a superior creative power has designed and orchestrated it all. So 
compelling is the evidence provided that men who would deny God’s existence and 
power are “without excuse” (Romans 1.20). 

But while we can know of God’s greatness and conclude our weakness by observing 
His creative work which surrounds us, we can only learn of His expectations for us 
as He reveals those to us. “The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul; the 
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the Lord are 
right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the 
eyes” (Psalm 19.7-8). Not only has He made Himself known in creation, but also 
through the revelation of His word. Our faith in Him and in His will come with our 
knowledge of His word. “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God” (Romans 10.17). Indeed, every account of conversion to Christ recorded in the 
book of Acts involves the preaching of the word (Acts 2.37; 8.12; 14.1; 15.7; 16.32; 
18.8; cf. Mark 16.15-16). If one cannot please God without faith, and one cannot have 
faith without knowledge of God’s word, then one must know God’s word in order to 
please Him. Ignorant or blind faith is not what God expects or desires. 

Contrary to much of the world’s religious teaching, Biblical faith is not an 
“irresistible grace,” the result of “praying through,” or a miraculous / mysterious 
“gift” infused into one’s heart by God. Instead, the Bible teaches that it is the natural 
byproduct of an honest examination of the evidence, both in creation and in the 
revelation of Scripture, which motivates one to serve the One to Whom the evidence 
points. It is this kind of informed, trusting, and obedient faith with which one can 
please God, obtain His favor, and receive His rewards. This is faith “to the saving of 
the soul” (Hebrews 10.39). 

jeremy paschall


