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“Now it happened that while the crowd was pressing around Him and listening to 
the word of God, He was standing by the lake of Gennesaret; and He saw two 

boats lying at the edge of the lake; but the fishermen had gotten out of them and 
were washing their nets. And He got into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, 

and asked him to put out a little way from the land. And He sat down and began 
teaching the people from the boat. When He had finished speaking, He said to 
Simon, ‘Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.’ Simon 

answered and said, ‘Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing, but I 
will do as You say and let down the nets.’ When they had done this, they enclosed 
a great quantity of fish, and their nets began to break; so they signaled to their 
partners in the other boat for them to come and help them. And they came and 
filled both of the boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw 

that, he fell down at Jesus’ feet, saying, ‘Go away from me Lord, for I am a sinful 
man!’ For amazement had seized him and all his companions because of the catch 
of fish which they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, 
who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not fear, from now 
on you will be catching men.’ When they had brought their boats to land, they left 

everything and followed Him.” (Luke 5:1-11 NASB) 

Have you ever looked at your life and felt that there was something lacking? 
Perhaps you feel that you are just not measuring up to the Lord’s standard in your 
spiritual life or that your family is not everything that it could be. Maybe you are 
dissatisfied with your service in the kingdom or struggling in your evangelistic 
efforts. I suppose that we all share those thoughts from time to time, but this story 
from the fifth chapter of Luke presents a solution to overcome those feelings of 
failure and disappointment. 

Try Jesus’ Way!

Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Paschalls are teaching VBS in Belize this week, return on Friday. 
Susie Allen, Barb Gregory, and Justice, Nikita, & Alexander Lee 

have all been sick during the past week. 
Leonard McDowell is undergoing tests for AFib, heart problems. 
Isaiah Evans is healing well from his recent motorcycle accident. 
Jim Evans is recovering from surgery to remove skin cancer. 

Tests show no spread, so no additional treatment is needed.  
Tracy Parsons is recovering from a recent hospitalization, due to 

heart rhythm and blood pressure problems. 
Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass, is recovering from a recent 

heart attack and hearts surgeries. 
Marsha Schott’s sister, Jan Romo, has been seriously ill recently. 
Marilyn Estes has requested our prayers. 
Expectant parents: Ben & Susie Allen’s daughter, Ashleigh Wiley, 

due December 13; Tessa Marchbanks, due January 22. 
College students: Mitchell King, Abby Provines, Jenna Walker. 

Cancer: Bertie Butcher; Connie Bleicher’s sister, Kathy; the 
Butchers’ daughter, Lynn Maudlin; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez 
Copass; Sandee Torres’ niece, Shonda Null; the Paschalls’ friend, 
Stanley Posey. 

Chronic health problems: Barbara Gregory; Ryan Provines; 
Jan Riggin; Thelma Butcher’s niece, Debbi Robinetta; Whitney 
Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Jeff Hendrick’s parents, Don & 
June; Jeremy Paschall’s grandmother, Margaret Allan, and 
cousin, Steve Linville; Jenna Reynolds’ mother, Kim McCann; 
Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR; Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; 
Heather Tremblett’s mother, Karen Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s 
mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s friend, Angela Lane. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Alec Brumfield; Christine 
Campbell; Shawna Evans’ family; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty 
Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman (husband Eli and son Harrison). 

Important dates: 
Men’s study — August 13 (2nd Sat.), 9am, at church building. 

Teacher sign-up sheet posted on the foyer bulletin board. 
Deuteronomy study — August 29 (last Monday), 11:00am, at the 

church building, studying Deuteronomy 28-30. 
Ladies’ study — to be announced. 
Fall Gospel Meeting — September 19-23, with Tommy Peeler. 
Birthdays — Brian Rios (7/31), Laura Paschall (8/6), Betty 

Rhoton (8/6), Jan Riggin (8/6), Geraldine Carpenter (8/6) 
Anniversaries — Leonard & Susan McDowell (8/4) 

Sundays:
   9:00 am — Worship
   9:50 am — Bible classes
 10:45 am — Worship

Wednesdays:
   7:00 pm — Bible classes

Shepherds:
Ben Allen
Greg King
Todd Walker

Servants:
Ted Bleicher
Bruce Carpenter
Kevin Colvin
Nick Hall
Jeff Hendricks
Ryan Provines
Canaan Shaffner
Kyle Turner

Evangelist:
Jeremy Paschall

The church of Christ 
at Greenwood is an 
independent, non-

denominational group 
of Christians, governing 
ourselves according to 

the New Testament 
pattern given by the 

Lord. Our allegiance is 
to Christ, not to any 
man-made religious 
organization. We are 
striving to be Bible-

based, Christ-centered, 
and service-oriented 
in the ways that Jesus 

has appointed.
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The Shocking News 

“The disciples were called ______________________________ first in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 

“If a man suffer as a _____________________________________, let him not be ashamed; 
but let him glorify God in this name” (I Pet. 4:16). 

The name Christian glorifies God and honors Christ, for the name Christian cannot be spoken 
without pronouncing the name of Christ, our blessed Savior. 

It might shock some to hear that the name Christian is also an exclusive name, for, the 

_____________________________________________ were called Christians at Antioch.  

Would it shock you to hear that… 

A. The Bible teaches that not all _____________ _____________ are Christians. 
(John 3:3; Acts 10:2; Acts 10:22; Acts 11:14) 

B. Would it also shock you to hear also that the Bible also teaches that not all ____________ 

________________________  are Christians? (Acts 17:22; Gal. 1:13-14; Acts 2; Acts 8) 

C. The Word of God also teaches that none of the ___________ _____________ saints 
were Christians. (Heb. 12:1; Heb. 9:16) 

D. Would it shock you to hear that the Bible also teaches that not all ______________ 

_______________________ are Christians? (Matt. 16:18; Acts 2:47; Eph. 4:4; 1:22-23) 

E. It might also shock you to hear that the New Testament teaches that not all 

____________________ in Christ are Christians. (James 2:17; 2:20-24; Gal. 5:6) 

The only person who can rightly wear this glorious name, Christian, is the disciple.  

The disciple… 

a. obeys God instead of pleasing self. 

b. obeys Jesus even if family or friends oppose it. 

c. obeys Jesus and does not allow possessions to control him. 

d. obeys Jesus in all ways at all times.

Try Jesus’ Way. 
 Simon was a professional fisherman who made his living on the Lake of 
Gennesaret, but he had been out all night (apparently the prime time for catching 
fish there) without the slightest success. There can be little doubt that he was tired, 
frustrated, and ready to retire home for some needed rest before returning for the 
next night’s work. Then along came Jesus, a carpenter’s son from the inland city of 
Nazareth, and He was going to tell Simon how to fish? Certainly Simon had some 
reservations about Jesus’ request to go fishing in the middle of the day, but notice 
his response: “I will do as You say and let down the nets” — “nevertheless at Your 
word I will let down the net” (NKJV, emp. added). Simon was willing to try Jesus’ 
way, even when it made no sense to him. In the same way we need to be willing to 
try the Lord’s will for every aspect of our lives, regardless of what our own 
hesitancies or reservations might be. 

Stand in Awe at the Results. 
 Simon did not expect the results he experienced. Had he anticipated such a catch 
of fish, he would have used stronger nets and bigger boats. But Simon did not 
dismiss what he saw as some kind of odd natural phenomenon or lucky 
happenstance. Instead he fell down at the feet of Jesus in complete awe of His 
power. Everyone else present marveled as well. Likewise, when we see the will of the 
Lord doing great things in our lives, we must give credit where credit is due and 
stand in awe of the Lord’s power. Never fail to praise God for the blessings which 
come from doing His will. In so doing we will “shine before men in such a way that 
they may see [our] good works, and glorify [our] Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 
5:16) — the Lord gets the glory! 

Become a Follower. 
 After witnessing the Lord’s great power, Simon knew that he was in the presence 
of a special Man. So when Jesus asked Simon to follow Him and serve His cause, 
Simon did not hesitate. He and his companions gladly forsook all that they knew to 
follow the Lord. When we see the great things that the Lord’s will accomplishes in 
our lives, we too must be willing to give up our own ways and become disciples of 
Jesus Christ. When Jesus’ way works (and it always does), we need to 
wholeheartedly and enthusiastically devote ourselves to that way. 

~jeremy paschall


