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As the orchestra was about to begin their rehearsal, the conductor summoned 
their attention: 

“Please get out your pencils. We have some marking to do on this particular 
piece. The first two measures are in a 3-4 time signature, not 4-4 as written. Next, 
in the 5th measure, change it to a 7-8 time signature, and this remains in effect 
until the end. Now, in measure number 7 we will lower the pitch 1/2 step. In 
measure number 13, lower the pitch one whole step, and this will remain to the 
end. Okay? Now, let’s begin.” 

The soprano soloist spoke up, “Excuse me, Maestro. What would you like for me 
to change?” 

“Nothing, madam,” the conductor replied with the slightest hint of sarcasm. “Just 
sing it exactly as you did yesterday.” 

When a musician varies from the written music, there are two options that allow 
the performer and the music to be reconciled. Either the musician must alter his or 
her performance to accurately reflect the musical composition, or (as in the above 
story) the music must be rewritten to accommodate the performance (i.e. errors) of 
the musician. 

Essentially the same is true in every other area of life. When one deviates from a 
standard, either he or she can alter their conduct to comply with the given 

Changing the Standard

Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Jim Evans is awaiting surgery to remove skin cancer. Tests show 

no spread, so no additional treatment will be needed.  
Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez Copass, has been hospitalized recently. 
Loretta Hendricks is healing from a broken arm. 
Dan & Harriet Westfall are both recovering from recent surgery. 
Marsha Schott’s sister, Jan Romo, has been seriously ill recently. 
Expectant parents: Ashleigh Wiley, due December 13; Tessa 

Marchbanks, due January 22. 
College students: Mitchell King, Abby Provines, Jenna Walker. 
Don Nungester passed away June 23. Please remember his 

family — four children, Tim (Vicky) Nungester, Chris 
(Bonnie) Nungester, Donna Snider, and Andy (Elizabeth) 
Nungester; 12 grandchildren and 21 great grandchildren. 

Cancer: Bertie Butcher; Connie Bleicher’s sister, Kathy; the 
Butchers’ daughter, Lynn Maudlin; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez 
Copass; Sandee Torres’ niece, Shonda Null; the Paschalls’ friend, 
Stanley Posey. 

Chronic health problems: Barbara Gregory; Ryan Provines; 
Jan Riggin; Whitney Colvin’s grandfather, Larry Ping; Jeff 
Hendrick’s parents, Don & June; Jeremy Paschall’s grandmother, 
Margaret Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; Jenna Reynolds’ 
mother, Kim McCann; Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR; Todd 
Walker’s mother, Sandra; Heather Tremblett’s mother, Karen 
Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn Naylor’s 
friend, Angela Lane. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Alec Brumfield; Christine 
Campbell; Shawna Evans’ family; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty 
Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman (husband Eli and son Harrison). 

Important dates: 
Deuteronomy study — July 25 (last Monday), 11:00am, at the 

church building, studying Deuteronomy 27-28. 
Ladies’ study — rescheduled to July 29, 11am, at church building; 

Zechariah 9-11. 
Men’s study — August 13 (2nd Sat.), 9am, at church building. 

Teacher sign-up sheet posted on the foyer bulletin board. 
This week’s birthdays — Juliette Shaffner (7/14) 

Sundays:
   9:00 am — Worship
   9:50 am — Bible classes
 10:45 am — Worship

Wednesdays:
   7:00 pm — Bible classes
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based, Christ-centered, 
and service-oriented 
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has appointed.
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When Men Forget God  (Romans 1.18-32) 

I. Man ________ God. (Romans 1.19-20) 

A. “The ______________ ______________ the glory of God; 

And the _____________________ ______________ His handiwork.” (Psalm 19.1-6) 

B. “He did not leave Himself ______________ ______________” (Acts 14.16-17) 

C. So that we are “______________ ______________.” (Romans 1.20) 

II. But man ____________ God. (Romans 1.21-23) 

A. _______________________________________________________________ 

B. _______________________________________________________________ 

C. ________________________________________________________ (cf. v 28) 

D. _________________________________________________ (cf. Ephesians 4.19) 

E. _______________________________________________________________ 

F. ________________________________________________________ (cf. v 25) 

III. So God ________ man ____. (Romans 1.24, 26, 28) 

A. i.e. Permitted humans to follow the natural consequences of their choices. (v 24, 25, 32) 

B. Yet they persist, and condone the behavior in others. 

IV. But that is not the inevitable outcome! (Romans 1.16-17; 3.23-26; 5.1; 6.1-4, 23)

standard or the standard can be manipulated to justify the otherwise unjustifiable 
conduct. 

Certainly we can see the spiritual application. The Word of God is our standard. 
When we find ourselves or someone else thinking, speaking, or acting in a way that 
is contrary to the standard, what should we do? Should we correct the error and be 
reconciled to the standard, or should we attempt to change the standard so that the 
conduct is no longer condemned? What if someone is teaching that which is not in 
harmony with the standard, God’s Word? Do we hold firmly to the standard and 
require them to comply, or do we attempt to change or allow them to change the 
standard? 

Here’s the real question — are we going to trust human beings to set the standard or 
are we going to rely on the Word of the Lord? 

“All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, 
and the flower falls off, but the word of the Lord endures forever” (1 Peter 1.24-25) 

“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3.23) 

Human beings are frail mortals with the distinct capacity for failure. God is eternally 
infallible, and His Word is complete and perfect (2 Timothy 3.16-17; 2 Peter 1.3). It 
does not need altering, updating, or modification (Deuteronomy 4.2; 12.32; 
Proverbs 30.6; 2 John 9-11; Revelation 22.18-19). It will stand as it is — the perfect 
standard to judge all of mankind (John 12.48). 

There is really no choice at all — the standard cannot be changed! Any feeble effort 
to do so will meet with the wrath of the standard’s Author, Almighty God. Altering 
the scales won’t fix our weight problems, breaking the mirror won’t change the way 
we look, and changing (or ignoring) God’s Word won’t make our sinful behavior 
acceptable. Our only option is to comply and to insist that those who teach us do the 
same! 

~jeremy paschall


