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A Christian prays — and prays — and prays. 
But many church members scarcely know the 
meaning of the word once they leave the 
church building and the stilted “audience 
conscious” phrases that pass for prayer there. 
“Pray without ceasing” (1 Thes. 5:17) makes no 
apparent impression. 

It is a tragedy that God is considered so 
inaccessible. To many He is far away, locked in 
an inner office; with an alert guard of 
clergymen, forms and format to protect Him 
from the “ordinary” caller. The idea is wholly 
foreign to the truth. 

“Enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut 
thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; 
and thy Father which seeth in secret shall 
reward thee openly.” (Matt. 6:6) Thus Jesus 
describes the close intimate relation that exists 
between the petitioner and his Creator. This 
does not negate public prayer (the contrast is 
with hypocritical show-offs); in fact this 
touches the vitals of all acceptable prayer. 
When intimate communion with God is 
missing, public prayer becomes a farce. 

Prayer is a Christian’s privilege; made real and 
earnest — meaningful — because a Christian 
(and only a Christian) truly appreciates such 
characteristics of God as the following. 

GOD IS NEAR! He is “not far from every one 
of us; for in Him we live, and move, and have 
our being.” (Acts 17:27-28) A Christian lives 
close to God. His Maker is ever-present, all- 
about; ready to be contacted upon a moment’s 
notice. This nearness comforts the Christian — 

“in the valley of the shadow...thou art with 
me.” 

GOD CARES! The Christian casts all his cares 
upon God, “for He careth for you.” (1 Pet. 5:7) 
Our Father is concerned — His interest is 
genuine. He who takes note of the sparrow’s 
fall, watched over all His children. 

GOD HEARS! His eyes “are over the 
righteous, and His ears are open to their 
prayers.” (1 Pet. 3:12) “All things are naked and 
opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we 
have to do.” (Heb. 4:13b) And hearing, He 
understands our frailties — “the feeling of our 
infirmities” (Heb. 4:15-16) — so we may come 
boldly to the throne of grace for mercy. 

AND GOD GIVES! “Ask, and it shall be given 
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you.” (Matt. 7:7-8) ASK! SEEK! 
KNOCK! These are imperatives, in the Greek 
present tense. They say, “Ask” and keep on 
asking; “seek” and continue to seek; “knock” 
again and again. The thought is akin to Matt. 
6:33 — “seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
His righteousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you.” 

A Christian believes that God is near, that God 
cares, that God hears, and that God gives. He is 
conscious of his dependence upon God, and 
leans upon Him without hesitation. So he 
prays; when he awakes — as he goes to work — 
when he partakes of God’s rich blessings — 
when he feels the weight of sorrow and cares — 
as he lays him down to sleep. A Christian 
prays; and what about you?

A Christian Prays! Do You? 
Robert Turner

VBS this week, Monday-Friday, 10:00-11:30am! 
Please come, invite others, and pray for the success of this work! 

• THANK YOU everyone who has worked so hard for VBS! 
• Please remove personal items from pews for this week. 
• If you haven’t already, please register kids on our website. 
• Please arrive 5-10 minutes early to check-in each morning. 

Special Notes & Prayer Requests: 
Nick Paden’s father, Eddie, is preaching in Cuba for two weeks. 

Please pray for his safety and the progress of the Gospel. 
Isaac Torres, Eddie & Sandee’s son, is now working (internship) 

with the University Church of Christ in Tampa, FL. You may 
follow some of his articles and sermons are on their website. 

Loretta Hendricks is healing from a broken arm. 
Dan & Harriet Westfall are both recovering from recent surgery. 
Marsha Schott’s sister, Jan Romo, has been seriously ill recently. 
Expectant parents: Tessa Marchbanks, due January 22. 
College students: Mitchell King, Abby Provines, Jenna Walker. 

Cancer: Bertie Butcher; Connie Bleicher’s sister, Kathy; the 
Butchers’ daughter, Lynn Maudlin; Geneal Rich’s sister, Inez 
Copass; Sandee Torres’ niece, Shonda Null; the Paschalls’ friend, 
Stanley Posey. 

Chronic health problems: Barbara Gregory; Don Nungester; 
Ryan Provines; Jan Riggin; Whitney Colvin’s grandfather, Larry 
Ping; Jeff Hendrick’s parents, Don & June; Jeremy Paschall’s 
grandmother, Margaret Allan, and cousin, Steve Linville; Jenna 
Reynolds’ mother, Kim McCann; Betty Rhoton’s husband, JR; 
Todd Walker’s mother, Sandra; Heather Tremblett’s mother, 
Karen Wilson; Neil Tremblett’s mother, Linda Anderson; Lynn 
Naylor’s friend, Angela Lane. 

Spiritual needs & encouragement: Alec Brumfield; Christine 
Campbell; Shawna Evans’ family; Adam & Katrina Willis; Betty 
Rhoton’s friend, Talor Freeman (husband Eli and son Harrison). 

Important dates: 
Deuteronomy study — June 27 (last Monday), 11:00am, at the 

church building; beginning with Deuteronomy 26. 
Men’s study — July 9 (2nd Saturday), 9am, at church building. 

Teacher sign-up sheet posted on the foyer bulletin board. 
Ladies’ study — rescheduled to July 29, 11am, at church building; 

Zechariah 9-11. 
This week’s birthdays — Nick Hall (6/21), Jenna Reynolds 

(6/24), Art Bleicher (6/25), Lennix Rios (6/25) 

Sundays:
   9:00 am — Worship
   9:50 am — Bible classes
 10:45 am — Worship

Wednesdays:
   7:00 pm — Bible classes

Shepherds:
Ben Allen
Greg King
Todd Walker

Servants:
Ted Bleicher
Bruce Carpenter
Kevin Colvin
Nick Hall
Jeff Hendricks
Ryan Provines
Canaan Shaffner
Kyle Turner

Evangelist:
Jeremy Paschall

The church of Christ 
at Greenwood is an 
independent, non-

denominational group 
of Christians, governing 
ourselves according to 

the New Testament 
pattern given by the 

Lord. Our allegiance is 
to Christ, not to any 
man-made religious 
organization. We are 
striving to be Bible-

based, Christ-centered, 
and service-oriented 
in the ways that Jesus 

has appointed.


