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The Church In The New Testament

Selected Article

Lessons on the church in the New Testament abound.
Some lessons may be confined to very specific subjects. For
instance, the work, worship, and organization are plainly
revealed—and may each be examined in minute detail (Eph. 4:11-
16; 1 Tim. 3:15; Acts 2:42; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Phil. 1:1; Acts
14:23; 1 Tim. 3:1-13). Other lessons on the New Testament
Church may be more general, as is shown in the following.

The four gospel accounts tell about the preparation for the
church. Jesus said, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God
is at hand. Repent and believe in the gospel” (Mk. 1:15). He laid
the foundational material in His teaching. For example, the
Sermon on the Mount has been called the “Constitution of
Christianity” (Matt. 5-7). Jesus also prepared for the church by
offering Himself as a sacrifice for it.

The book of Acts details the establishment and spread of
the church. On Pentecost, the way into the church was revealed—
belief, repentance, and baptism—and about 3,000 responded (Acts
2:37-41). The Bible says the Lord added them to the church (Acts
2:47). The size of the church grew when the gospel was taught
(Acts 4:4; 6:7; 8:4; 11:19-21). The way into the church and its
means of growth has not changed.

The epistles reveal the life of the church. In them we have
an inspired account of problems faced by first century churches.
Sexual immorality, laziness, lying, gossip, drunkenness, strife, etc.,
all troubled various churches at various times (1 Cor. 5:1-5; 2
Thes. 3:1-15; Eph. 4:25-32; Gal. 5:19-22). Thankfully, solutions
were given when problems were addressed. Those same solutions
work for the same problems we have today.

The book of Revelation gives a glimpse of the church’s
destiny. It shows us the struggle between good and evil; between
the minions of Satan and the servants of the Savior. The
superiority, ultimate control, and final victory of the Lord are
reiterated through the pages of Revelation. In the end, the church
will enjoy full, unfettered fellowship with God Almighty for all
eternity (Rev. 21:1-7).

Many lessons on the church can be brought out of the New
Testament. Some may be specific, while others are general.
Whatever the lessons may be, they are all beneficial to our faith
and, therefore, worthy of our consideration.

How Do I Know I Am Saved?

From Hebron Lane Web Page

Sadly, some go through life wondering how to tell if they
are saved. They live each day in anxiety about their soul’s eternal
destiny. However, there is something worse; those who are
wrongfully convinced they are saved. People in either of these
conditions will not be saved. Those who erroneously believe they
are saved, of course, will not go to heaven. Those who are not sure
will not go either. No one who makes it to heaven will be
surprised to be there because it requires a concerted, determined
effort (Col. 3:1, 2; Heb. 11:6). So, how do you know—correctly—
you are saved?

You do not know you are saved simply because you are
sincere. The prophets of Baal were sincere, but they were
sincerely lost (1 Kgs. 18:25-29). They truly believed Baal was
real, even to the point that they cut themselves. Yet, all the
sincerity in the world did not make it a reality.

You do not know you are saved by feeling it. Saul felt
compelled to offer a sacrifice (1 Sam. 13:8-14). However, Saul
was misled by his feelings and stood condemned. Jacob felt
Joseph was dead. There was even “evidence” to lead him to that
feeling (Gen. 37:29-36). His feelings were wrong; Joseph was
alive.

You do not know you are saved because you are religious.
The Pharisees and Sadducees were religious men, but they were
hypocrites (Matt. 6:1-18). Saul of Tarsus was religious too—and
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he was not a hypocrite, but was nonetheless lost (Phil. 3:4-6; Acts
23:1). Regular worship, study, and prayer did not mean these men
were saved.

You do not know you are saved because you are moral.
Cornelius was a moral man (Acts 10:1, 2). He treated his
fellowman with kindness and love. He was not only moral, but
devout too. Still, the angel told him he must be saved (Acts
11:14).

So, how do you know if you are saved? You know when
the Word of God tells you you are saved. In other words, if you do
what the Bible tells you to do, then you will know you are saved.
Have you believed in Jesus (Jn. 8:24)? Have you repented of your
sins (Lk. 13:3)? Have you confessed Christ before men (Lk. 12:8,
9)? Have you been baptized to have your sins washed away (Acts
22:16)? Remember, the Holy Spirit promised that those who
repent and are baptized will receive the remission of sins (Acts
2:38). This, of course, was based on belief in Jesus (Acts 2:36,
37).

What about the Christian? How can a Christian know he is
saved? We can know in the same way as stated above, by the
Word of God. Paul said, “The Spirit Himself bears witness with
our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with
Him, that we may also be glorified together” (Rom. 8:16, 17).
When our spirit adheres to what the Holy Spirit revealed in the
Bible, then we are truly children of God and will inherit salvation.
Generally speaking, we are saved and will be saved if we “do not
walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit” (Rom.
8:1).

Thankfully, we are not left to guess about salvation. God
has revealed what man must do to be saved and stay saved. How
do I know I am saved, by God’s eternal, sure, steadfast Word!

“God will forgive those who start late in life to serve
Him, but He will not forgive those who quit early.”

“Christ builds His church with different stones,
And makes each one secure.
All shapes and sizes fit in place
To make His church endure.”



