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Needful Preaching 
By Aaron Erhardt 

           The life of Paul stands 
as a blueprint for gospel 
preachers. He not only wrote 
that we are to "preach the word; 
be instant in season and out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, and 
exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine," he lived it everyday! 
Paul set the example for those 
who do the work of an 
evangelist. Therefore, I would 
like to observe one important 
lesson from the preaching of  
Paul. 
          While in custody at 
Caesarea, Paul was visited by 
Felix, the procurator of Judea, 
and his wife Drusilla. The Bible 
says, "And after certain days, 
when Felix came with his wife 
Drusilla, which was a Jewess, 
he sent for Paul, and heard him 
concerning the faith in Christ. 
And as he reasoned of 
righteousness, temperance, and 
judgment to come, Felix 
trembled, and answered, Go thy 
way for this time; when I have a 
convenient season, I will call for 

thee" (Acts 24:24-25). Felix 
was a very powerful person. He 
had the authority to release Paul 
or to have him executed. Yet 
Paul preached a sermon to the 
procurator that was "terrifying" 
(ASV)! 
         Now why did Paul preach 
on righteousness, temperance 
(or self-control), and judgment 
to come? Have you ever 
thought about it? What was he 
thinking? Paul preached on 
those things because they were 
exactly what Felix needed to 
hear! According to  
Josephus, a Jewish historian, 
Felix had no right to Drusilla. 
They were living in an 
adulterous relationship. He 
records, "While Felix  
was procurator of Judea, he 
saw Drusilla, and fell in love with 
her; for she did indeed exceed 
all other women in beauty, and 
he sent to her a person whose 
name was Simon, one of his 
friends; a Jew he was, and by 
birth a Cypriot, and one who 
pretended to be a magician; and 
endeavored to persuade her to 
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forsake her present husband, 
and marry him; and promised, 
that if she would not refuse him, 
he would make her a happy 
woman" (The Works of  
Josephus, pp. 533, 534). Paul 
preached what was NEEDED! 
          When Paul traveled to 
Athens and other cities filled 
with idolatry he preached on the 
one true living God. Were they 
ear tickling sermons? No. Did 
his messages win him any 
popularity contests?  
Absolutely not!  In fact, the 
craftsmen at Ephesus, who 
made their livelihood in idolatry, 
enraged the community to riot 
against Paul (Acts 19:23-41). 
Yet he never wavered in his 
preaching because it was what 
they needed to hear. 
         Can you imagine standing 
before former President Bill 
Clinton with an opportunity to 
preach the gospel? What would 
you say? Would you seek to 
impress the President? Would 
you avoid all issues of 
controversy? Think about it. 
Would you have the courage to 
speak on needful things (i.e., 
fornication, adultery, lying, 
abortion, homosexuality, the 
necessity of baptism, the one 
true church) to the President? I 
think it is safe to say Paul 
would. 

          We need men in the pulpit 
today who will call sin "sin." We 
need preachers who will preach 
against homosexuality, abortion,  
immodesty, drunkenness, 
fornication, divorce, and  
denominationalism. We need 
preachers with the courage and  
conviction to oppose even 
brethren who "bring in 
damnable heresies" and 
"overthrow the faith of some." 
Just because a man has been 
baptized in water does not give 
him a "license to mislead." We 
need preachers who will boldly 
oppose such men. 
          We need men who will 
preach on the one true church. 
Too many among us act as if 
they are ashamed about the 
church and its distinctive nature. 
They say we need to "preach 
more Christ, and less church." 
How can that be done? How 
can you preach the king  
and not the kingdom? How can 
you preach the groom and not 
the bride? How can you preach 
the foundation and not the 
house? How can you preach the 
savior and not the saved? How 
can you preach the head and 
not the body? Such is an 
impossible task. For instance, 
Saul was said to have 
persecuted the church (Gal 
1:13). Yet the Lord asked, "Why 
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persecutest thou me?" (Acts 
9:4). Therefore, we must 
conclude that to persecute the 
church is to persecute Christ 
himself! Furthermore, when 
Philip went to Samaria, the Bible 
says he "preached Christ unto 
them" (Acts 8:5). We then see 
that he was preaching about the 
kingdom – or church (v. 12). 
Obviously Christ and his church 
cannot be separated. The two 
stand together. We need 
preachers who will speak out 
and tell folks about the one true 
church of our Lord.  
         This is not to say that 
preachers should be rude or 
impolite. Such behavior is 
counterproductive for the cause 
of Christ. We are told to "preach 
the truth in love" (Eph 4:15). 
However, there is no excuse for 
preachers to avoid issues of 
importance just because it  
might offend someone in the 
pew. Tell them what they NEED 
to hear! 
         Sadly, many preachers 
nowadays deliver sermons that 
are strictly positive in nature. 
They are men-pleasers who 
seek to "dazzle" the 
congregation with entertaining 
presentations rather than to 
convict the sinner of his sins. 
Such dazzling performances 
were not the concern of Paul (2 

Cor 4:5). He did not fill his 
lessons with irrelevant stories 
and pointless anecdotes 
intended to impress the  
audience. He was interested 
only in preaching the 
unadulterated gospel of Jesus 
Christ! Would Paul's bold 
preaching be welcomed where 
you worship? 

 

 

 

ZZZZZZZ 
By Cloyce Sutton II 

I am thankful for sleep. 
Our bodies are designed to 

need rest. Most of us need about 7-
8 hours of sleep to recharge and 
refresh. Many of us get fewer 
hours; some get more. But there's 
nothing like the feeling you have 
after going to bed at a decent hour, 
sleeping uninterrupted, and 
awaking when your body is ready. 
As rare as it may be, it is truly 
wonderful. 

Now having said that.  I am 
also thankful that our God never 
sleeps. It is a bit ironic that the one 
who designed us to need sleep 
needs no rest himself. That is good 
for all of us. 
1 - I will lift up my eyes to the 
mountains;  
From where shall my help come?  
2 - My help comes from the LORD,  
Who made heaven and earth.  
3 - He will not allow your foot to slip;  
He who keeps you will not slumber.  
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4 - Behold, He who keeps Israel  
Will neither slumber nor sleep.  
(Psalm 121.1-4)  

This "restlessness" of God 
is part of his eternal vigilance on 
behalf of his creation. Because he 
is not bound by time and unaffected 
by weariness and toil, night and day 
are alike to him. He is always alert, 
always watching, always present. 

For today, get some rest, 
and be thankful for the One who 
never does. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


