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 “ I NOW 

PRONOUNCE YOU” 
By William Beasely 

At the end of a wedding 
ceremony we have never heard, 
“.I now pronounce you man and 
punching-bag.” When the 
marriage is viewed after the 
passing of a few years perhaps 
this is precisely what the 
Preacher (Judge, Justice of the 
Peace) should have said. Why? 
Why has the one who was so 
much in love reached the point 
where it is believed that he/she 
(yes, spousal abuse flows in 
both direction, but physical 
abuse is more prevalent among 
males) is justified in assaulting 
the (former) object of his love? 
Without doubt the precise 
reason or reasons are many and 
varied. 

The reasons can be 
divided into three categories. 
Spousal abuse (husband 
physically abusing his wife) is 
socially acceptable in some 
cultures.  A gospel(?) preacher 

argued that it was alright for him 
to beat his wife because 
he was an Indian. This brother 
refused to translate for me when 
he learned the subject of my 
sermon. He had done the 
translating before, but refused to 
do it at his home congregation, 
in the presence of his wife, 
children and neighbors.  The 
sermon was preached, with a 
different translator. From her 
facial expressions, I am 
confident that his wife (a dear 
lady) approved and appreciated 
the truth taught. Social 
acceptance does not make 
anything right or wrong in the 
eyes of God. Today, sadly, it is 
socially acceptable for an 
unmarried couple to live together 
without being married. When I 
was young such would have 
been described as a “shack job.” 

Spousal abuse is not 
socially acceptable in this 
country, but it is all too prevalent. 
It is even known among those 
who claim to be New Testament 
Christians. An elder in a non-
institutional congregation was 
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known to discipline (?) his wife 
with corporeal punishment. A 
deacon from another such 
congregation was a wife beater 
(until his wife left him), and now 
his son (also a deacon) carries 
on the family tradition. 

Domestic violence can 
often be traced to the use and 
abuse of alcohol and/or other 
drugs. Truly, sin leads to sin. 
The use of alcohol (or other 
drugs) causes monetary 
problems, sexual dysfunction, 
etc., and these lead to the 
physical abuse of “the weaker 
vessel” (1 Peter 3:7). 

Problems with self-
esteem also lead to spousal 
abuse. Frustration, feelings of 
failure, etc. can cause a man 
(actually a little boy in a man’s 
body) to strike out at the one 
whom he has promised to love 
“even as Christ also loved the 
church” (Ephesians 5:25). A 
man becomes frustrated (angry, 
upset, disappointed, inadequate, 
embarrassed, etc.) at work, and 
vents these feelings by abusing 
the mother of his children. 

The cycle of domestic 
violence escalates. It may 
escalate from shouting, to 
pushing, to slapping, to hitting, to 
beating (black eye, fat lip, 
bruises, etc.), to disfigurement, 

and even to death. Some victims 
of domestic violence can see 
no escape except by divorce or 
death (murder or suicide). The 
protestations of repentance (“I’m 
sorry .  .I won’t do it again .  I 
couldn’t help it . . I’ll get 
help.,” ad nauseam) fall on deaf 
ears. These have been heard 
time after time after time after 
time . . .but an immature child in 
a man’s body soon forgets. 

Domestic violence, the 
physical abuse of one’s spouse 
is SIN! It is sin and carries with it 
all of the eternal consequences 
of sin. The social norm of 
different states, countries, 
societies are interesting, but 
these are not the standard by 
which we are to live. It really 
does not matter what the laws, 
constitution, culture of the 
various countries say. It does 
matter (eternally) what the word 
of God says. 

God commands that 
husbands love their wife. Not 
only is it commanded, but the 
degree or depth of the love is 
also commanded: “Even so 
ought husbands also to love 
their own wives as their own 
bodies. He that loveth his own 
wife loveth himself: for no 
man ever hated his own flesh; 
but nourisheth and cherisheth 
it, even as Christ also the 
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church; ” (Ephesians 5:28-29. 
ASV). Yes, a husband is to love 
his wife even as he loves 
himself. 
Have you ever see a man, in his 
right mind, physically beat 
himself (black eye, fat lip, bruises, 
etc.)? With this being done on a 
regular or semi-regular basis? No. 
I haven’t either. I have seen 
women who were so abused by 
their husband. I have seen men 
(immature children in a man’s 
body) who were guilty of inflicting 
such on his wife. When I saw a 
wife so abused by her husband, I 
knew the husband did not love his 
wife; he did not love her as he 
should . . .as God commanded. I 
also knew that the husband was 
not a real man, not a godly man. 
Physical violence against one’s 
wife is a violation of Ephesians 
5:28-29; it is a sin against God, 
and also a sin against his wife. 

The husband is 
commanded to give honor unto 
his wife: “Ye husbands, 
in like manner, dwell with (your 
wives) according to knowledge, 
giving honor unto the woman, 
as unto the weaker vessel, as 
being also joint-heirs of the 
grace of life; to the end that 
your prayers be not hindered” 
(1 Peter 3:7, ASV). Is honor 
shown by physical abuse? Is 
physical abuse compatible with 
honor? 

Would you feel honored if 
a policeman busted your lip? 
Gave you a black eye? Broke 
your nose? Would you send a 
letter to the Chief of Police or 
Sheriff to compliment the officer 
for thus showing honor to you? 

Children are commanded 
to “Honor thy father and 
mother”  (Ephesians 6:2, ASV). 
Would you, when well advanced 
in years, want your son to honor 
you (bruises, black eye, fat lip, 
etc.) like you honor your wife? 
Would you feel honored when 
your son back-handed you and 
knocked you to the floor? Would 
you? 

We are commanded to 
“Honor widows that are widows 
indeed” (1 Timothy 5:3, ASV). 
Brother older deacon, if the elders 
asked you to go and honor Widow 
Brown, would you scream at her? 
Slap her hard enough to bust her 
lip? Brother younger deacon, if 
the task was then given to you, 
would you leave widow Brown a 
sobbing heap of humanity lying on 
the kitchen floor or behind a 
locked bed room door sobbing 
uncontrollably? Would either of 
you honor Widow Brown as you 
honor your wife?  

If you answer “No” to all 
or to any of the above questions, 
you sin (with all of the eternal 
consequences of sin) when you 
fail to show honor to your wife 
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when you physically abuse your 
wife.   

When you abuse your 
wife, you make it harder perhaps 
impossible for God to hear your 
prayers: “. . .to the end that your 
prayers be not hindered” 
(1 Peter 3:7, ASV). 

What is the answer? 
There is but one. Repentance (a 
change of mind that brings about 
a change of conduct [total 
cessation of verbal and physical 
abuse])! Without the change in 
conduct there is no repentance, 
no forgiveness. This repentance 
is, of course, toward God and also 
toward the abused. The abusive 
husband needs to fall to his knees 
and beg God to forgive him. Then 
he needs to crawl (literally) to his 
wife and beg that “good thing” 
Proverbs 18:22, ASV), given of 
God, to forgive. Realizing that 
because of the heinous nature of 
his sin that it will not be easy, may 
take time (a long time) for her to 
surrender her safety and place 
herself at the mercy(?) of the one 
who has so sinned against her, 
against God, and against their 
children. Yes, spousal abuse is a 
sin against one’s children. Where 
do you think young brother 
deacon learned that he could 
abuse his wife? Yes, from older 
brother deacon! Now young 
brother deacon is passing it one 
to a third generation. Not only is 

an abusive husband a poor 
excuse for a husband, he is also 
the same kind (poor excuse) of a 
father. 
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