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FAREWELL AND 

HELLO! 
By Steve Niemeier 

 Well, here we are at the 
start of another year!  We will 
never have the year 2011 again 
and as we close out this year we 
will bid farewell to it forever!  
Paul states in Ephesians 6:15-
16; “See then that you walk 
circumspectly, not as fools 
but as wise, redeeming the 
time, because the days are 
evil.”  Redeeming carries the 
thought process of “buying back” 
but we all know that you cannot 
buy back time even though each 
one us would probably like to.  
So what is Paul referring to if we 
cannot buy back time?  Paul is 
stating that we should value the 
time and understand that if we 
spend our time foolishly then the 
days will be evil.  However, if we 
spend our time wisely we will 
have valued or redeemed the 
time.  
 Solemn states in the 3rd 
chapter of Ecclesiastes that 
there is a time for every purpose 

under heaven.  The first eight 
verses of this chapter basically 
cover the fact that there is a time 
for everything we will face in our 
lives from birth to death.  As you 
read through these eight verses 
you cannot help but think about 
the events of this past year.  
There have been births and 
deaths, planting and harvest, 
killings and healings, break 
downs and building ups, 
weeping and laughing, mourning 
and dancing, casting stones and 
gathering stones, refraining from 
embracing and embracing, 
gaining and losing, keeping and 
throwing away, tearing and 
sewing, keeping silence and 
speaking, loving and hating, war 
and peace.  How did we redeem 
the time of the year that just 
came to a close? 
 Computation of time in 
the Bible is by, moments 
(Exodus 33:5); days (Genesis 
8:3); weeks (Daniel 10:2); 
months (I Chronicles 27:1); and 
years (Genesis 15:13).  We can 
even find it designated by 
generations (Genesis 9:12).  The 
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statement of Paul in Ephesians 
5:16 and even the exhortation by 
Solomon in Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
then have a meaning beyond 
what we normally comprehend.  
We should value our time 
regardless of what season it is.   
James 2:20 states; “But do you 
want to know, O foolish man, 
that faith without works is 
dead?”  James 2:26 states; 
“For as the body without the 
spirit is dead, so faith without 
works is dead also.”   

The year 2011 has 
closed forever, what works did 
we do this past year for the 
Lord?  Oh I know many of us 
have attended services 
whenever we could.  That is 
good and maybe for some it is 
all they can do.  But really, most 
of us can talk on the phone, 
write a card or letter, have folks 
in our homes, some of us can 
spend a little time maintaining 
the building, many of us can visit 
the elderly, care for sick, 
encourage the spiritually weak, 
teach a class, have the gospel 
meeting preacher over for a 
meal or take him out to eat, give 
a little more each week in the 
contribution, invite our friends 
and family to services or to a 
home Bible study, come better 
prepared for the public Bible 
classes, and the list just keeps 

on going of the small things we 
can do to redeem the time the 
Lord has given us. 
 This year we have 
emphasized the need to spread 
the gospel – not only to a foreign 
land like Sierra Leone or 
Moldova – but to our own 
community that we live in.  The 
congregation has had three 
workshops and numerous 
lessons on personal evangelism.  
The congregation has hired an 
evangelist to work with us 
focusing on personal 
evangelism.  In 2011 the history 
of the congregation here at 
Greenwood will include a new 
chapter – a chapter that will 
never close as long as this 
congregation exists – it is the 
chapter on the third leg of the 
spiritual Triple Crown – that of 
evangelism – not just public or 
foreign evangelism but a 
responsibility placed on each 
member – personal evangelism!  
 As we reflect on this 
past year and look forward to the 
New Year let us all revive our 
enthusiasm and strengthen our 
endurance to redeem the time of 
2012 in a way that would be 
pleasing to the Lord as we bid 
goodbye to 2011 forever! 
 “For He says:  ‘In an 
acceptable time I have heard 
you, and in the day of 
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salvation I have helped you.’  
Behold, now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation.”  (II Corinthians 6:2) 
 We pray this New Year 
brings us new energy to do the 
Lord’s work and a commitment 
to improve our personal spiritual 
growth.  Farewell to the old 
and Hello to the new! 

 

The World Needs 

Men 
 

Who cannot be bought; 

Whose word is their bond; 

Who put character above wealth; 

Who possess opinions and a 
will; 

Who are larger than their 
vocations; 

Who do not hesitate to take 
chances; 

Who will not lose their 
individuality in a crowd; 

Who will be as honest in small 
things as in great things; 

Who will make no compromise 
with wrong; 

Whose ambitions are not 
confined to their own selfish 
desires; 

Who will not say they do it 
“because everybody else does 
it”; 

Who are true to their friends 
through good report and evil 
report, in adversity as well as in 
prosperity; 

Who do not believe that 
shrewdness, cunning, and 
hardheadedness are the best 
qualities for winning success; 

Who are not ashamed or afraid 
to stand for the truth when it is 
unpopular; 

 Who can say “no” with 
emphasis, although all the rest 
of the world says “yes.” 

 

From In A Nutshell 

Copied from For Men Only, by 

J. Allan Peterson, 

Tyndale House Publishers 

 

 

A Thought for the 

New Year! 
 

“When He had 
called the people to 
Himself, with His 
disciples also, He said 
to them, ‘Whoever 
desires to come after 
Me, let him deny 
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himself, and take up 
his cross, and follow 
Me.’” 

Mark 8:34 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


